
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

 with the Anglican Communion we pray for the diocese of Wyoming; for 
Archbishop Justin; for Bishops Tim, Jonathan and David 

 Brothers from the Taizé Community and some of the Sisters of St Andrew (among 
them Katie Seal) travelling to Basel, Switzerland, to prepare for a New Year 
meeting of young adults that attracts thousands from Europe and beyond 

 our mission giving: £250 for Church Urban Fund, working with people living in 
poverty in England 

 give thanks for all whose careful and patient diplomacy contribute to 
understanding and peace between nations 

 for a realisation of the rapid and dramatic effects of climate change; and from all 
who can make changes a realistic response, especially in our use of plastic 

 our Christmas collections for Christian Aid this week, giving thanks for all who 
bring relief and support, and a sustainable future for the most vulnerable 

 the Nightshelter, Trinity Centre and Basics Bank as they seek to bring care, 
friendship, basic necessities and Christmas cheer to people near us 

 all for whom the days before and around Christmas are hard due to the 
dysfunction, pain and instability in the world; those recently bereaved; families 
and relationships where rifts are felt, friction is likely and old wounds surface 

 the unwell: Jess, Caroline Behan, Henry Gaster-Evans, Julia Jones, Emma and 
Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, Sally Owens, Michael Pain, Jean Reeder, Ruth Scott 
and Alison Stafford. All awaiting appointments or treatments 

 those who have died recently, including Andy Rann, John Tanner and Barbara 
Taylor; all who live with the pain of untimely death; God’s comfort for their 
families and friends 

  

Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone, and especially if you are new or visiting. 
Do please stay on for drinks and to meet people after the 9.30 and 11.15 services 

and keep this welcome sheet for your prayers this week. 

Please feel free to put prayer requests on the board at the back of church 
or e-mail them to admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

St Paul’s Lady Chapel is set up for prayer, either alone or with one of the prayer 
ministry team, after the 9.30 parish communion service. 

 
17 December 2017 

The third Sunday of Advent 



 
Services today, 17 December 

 
8 am 
St Matthew’s 
 
 

9.30 am 
St Paul’s 
 
 
 

Collect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
 

Readings: p. 51 
 

Parish Communion with DIY crèche, Scramblers, 
children’s activities, Destination and Transition 
 

Order of service in pale blue booklet 
 

O God, most high and most near, 
you send glad tidings to the lowly, 
you hide not your face from the poor; 
those who dwell in darkness you call into the light. 
Take away our blindness, 
remove the hardness of our hearts, 
and form us into a humble people, 
that, at the advent of your Son, 
we may recognise him in our midst 
and find joy in his saving presence. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose day draws near: 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 61: 1–4, 8–11 [p. 384] 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion – 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 
 

For I the Lord love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
 

John 1: 6–8, 19–28 [p. 386] 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 
 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed 
and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah’. And they 
asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not’. ‘Are you 
the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No’. Then they said to him, ‘Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?’ He said, 
    ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
    “Make straight the way of the Lord”’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why 
then are you baptising if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 
nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptise with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptising. 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 



11.15 am 
St Matthew’s 
 

Readings 
 
 

4 pm 
St Paul’s 

[BCP] Mattins 
 
 

Isaiah 61: 1–4, 8–11; John 1: 6–8, 19–28 [p. 384] 
See above 
 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service,  
‘The Christmas story’ 

 
 

Services next Sunday, 24 December 
Christmas Eve; the fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

8 am 

9.30 am 
St Paul’s 

11.15 am 
St Matthew’s 

3.30 pm 
St Paul’s 

11.30 pm 
St Paul’s 

No service 

Family Communion 
Reading: Luke 1: 26–38 [p. 390] 

[BCP] Mattins 
Readings: 2 Samuel 7: 1–11, 16; Luke 1: 26–38 [p. 387] 

Christmas nativity 
(children come dressed as a figure from the nativity) 

Midnight Eucharist 
Readings: Isaiah 9: 2–7; Luke 2: 1–20 [p. 395] 

 
  

Animal nativity 
Outside St Paul’s, Fri 22 December, 10 am. The 
nativity service with real animals, followed by 
hot chocolate and crafts in the church 
afterwards. Please bring your own chairs. 

 

Carol singing – do join us! 
Wednesday 20 December, 7 pm 
at Eastacre – contact Stephen Adam, 
stephennadam@gmail.com 

Thursday 21 December, 6–7.30 pm 
around the parish – contact Bill Lucas, 
buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

At Christmas 
In the global turbulence we pause 

to be silent, to speak from deep places. 
And so – no calm acceptance 

of homeless millions, 
of a planet in tears, 

of shock politics, 
of the trajectories of hate. 

We have seen further and the vision holds – 
for the truths of Christmas remain true, 

confirming the joyful fact 
that all is not degraded in our human story. 

In each new day, rich in surprise, 
we recapture the possibility 

of reaching out in love, 
of rejecting fake news, 
of belonging together. 

Look and see! 
The candles are lit, celebrating REAL NEWS, 

that hatreds fail, 
that healings happen, 

that barriers are broken, 
that the arc bends toward justice. 

Truly our days are infused with Light 
and Goodness and Mercy shine brightly within them. 

Peter Millar, Edinburgh, Christmas 2017 
  



 
The week ahead 

 
Mon 18, 4.30 pm 
Tues 19, 4.30 pm 
                7.30 pm 
Wed 20, 10 am 
                11 am 
                4.30 pm 
                7 pm 
Thurs 21 
                9.30 am 
                9.30–11.30 am 
                6 pm 
Fri 22, 10 am 

Evening Prayer 
Evening Prayer 
Christian meditation 
Advent course 
[BCP] Holy Communion 
Evening Prayer 
Carol singing 
Parish office closed (re-opens 2 Jan) 
Under-fives’ Christmas celebration 
Toddler group 
Carol singing round the parish 
Animal nativity (outside) 

Parish rooms 
Parish rooms 
Parish rooms 
St Matthew’s 
St Matthew’s 

Vestry 
Eastacre 

 
St Paul’s 

Parish rooms 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

 
 

Diary dates 
 

December 
Sun 24  
               3 for 3.30 pm 
               11.30 pm 
Mon 25, 8 am 
                9.30 am 
                11.15 am 
January 
Mon 8, 7 pm 
Tues 9, 7.30 pm 
              7.30 pm 
Wed 10, 2.30 pm 
               7.45 pm 
               8.30 pm 
Thurs 11 
               9.30–11.30 am 
               7.30 pm 
Sat 13, 7.30 pm 
Sun 14, 9.30 am 
 
Tues 16, 7.30 pm 
                7.30 pm 
Wed 17, 12.30–1 pm 
Thurs 18 
Sun 21, 6.30 pm 
Sun 28, 12.30 pm 
February 
Sat 3, 9 am–4.30 pm 

 
No 8 am Holy Communion 
Nativity service 
Midnight Eucharist 
Christmas Holy Communion 
Christmas Family Communion 
Holy Communion with carols 
 
Women’s group 
Music committee 
Christian meditation 
Faith Development group 
PCC meeting 
Men’s group 
Deadline for February magazine 
Toddler group 
Revd Karen Kousseff’s licensing 
Winchester Chamber Orchestra 
Baptism of Eilidh McCabe and 
Aaron Burrows 
Building for Life fund-raising group 
Children’s work team 
Space in the City begins 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Unity service 
Bring and share lunch 
 
Musical workshop, Joseph 

 
 

St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

St Matthew’s 
St Paul’s 

St Matthew’s 
 

Roebuck Inn 
Vestry 

Parish rooms 
Parish rooms 
Parish rooms 
Roebuck Inn 

 
Parish rooms 

St Bartholomew’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

 
Vestry 

Bereweeke Close 
United Church 

 
Cathedral 

St Paul’s 
 

St Paul’s   



 
Notices 

 

Christmas carol service  Huge thanks to everyone who helped make yesterday’s 
service so special. 
 

Children’s Society  At our Christingle service last Sunday the collection for the 
Children’s Society came to the wonderful sum of £308 inc. gift aid (2016: £243). 
 

Carol singing around the parish  Thurs 21 December: meet at St Paul’s at 6 pm. 
Everyone welcome; music provided. Mince pies and mulled wine on return (about 
7.30 pm) – please sign up at the back of church. 
 

Help please!  Volunteers to organise mince pies and mulled wine for carol singers, 
Thurs 21 December, 7–8 pm. 
 

Toddler group is such a lovely offering to the community, but it needs some more 
helpers (once a month) in the New Year. Thursdays, term time, 9.30–11.30 am 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 

Coats4Calais  Over 3,000 refugees, including minors as young as 13, are currently 
sleeping rough in northern France. Please help: donate a warm winter coat at 147 
Greenhill Road, Winchester SO22 5DU, 01962 869292, or buy a coat for a refugee 
for £25 at mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=164447. 
 

Helping rough sleepers in freezing weather  During freezing weather conditions, the 
Nightshelter works with other local agencies to operate SWEP (Severe Weather 
Emergency Protocol), and often needs additional volunteer support, particularly 
overnight; if you are interested in helping, please contact admin@wcns.org.uk. 
 

Nightshelter  Please leave donations of black bin bags, washing powder, washing-up 
liquid, instant coffee, squash and tins of custard in the box at the back of St Paul’s.  
 

Trinity Centre  Donations of men’s and women’s casual clothes, shoes and warm 
items appreciated; contact lucy@trinitywinchester.org.uk. 
 

Winchester women’s refuge  A safe haven for women and children fleeing domestic 
abuse. Please help by leaving towels and toiletries (but not clothes) in the box at the 
back of church. Thank you. 

Community Day 2017 
We have a date: Sat 12 May; we have a focus for fund-raising: St Paul’s Building 
for Life; we have lots of volunteers full of goodwill. What we urgently need is 
someone to lead a planning group. Could it be you? Please contact Peter Seal 
asap: 854849, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 



 
 
 
 

 

Contact us 
 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) M, Tu, W, Th, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Mary Copping, Children/Youth Co-ordinator & Assistant Priest 
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator 
844878 M, W, F, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant & Building for Life Administrator 
844878 M, Tu, Th, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Please make cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC – all gifts gratefully received 
 

Please send in any notices for the welcome sheet to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
by Wednesday evening for inclusion the following Sunday 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Interested in meeting people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly on Sunday evenings; please 
contact Katy Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group next meets on Mon 8 Jan, 7 pm, at the Roebuck for 
Christmas supper; please contact Julia Seal, 854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group next meets Wed 10 Jan, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a drink 
and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Daytime book group next meets in Romsey on Mon 15 Jan for lunch and a 
visit to the Christian bookshop; contacts: Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or 
Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Tuesday homegroup meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, 
7.45–9.15 pm, to study the Pilgrim course; for further information please 
contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm, in the parish rooms; all welcome 
 Thursday homegroup meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 pm, studying Jesus: 

the voice that makes us turn from the York course; please contact Peter and 
Irene Casey, 808776 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com

