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Peace and joy 
this Christmas 
and New Year! 
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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting 
monthly on Sunday evenings; please contact 
Katy Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second 
Wednesday of the month, 8.30 pm, at  
the Roebuck for a drink and a chat;  
please contact Chris Sharp, 849186, 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first  
Monday of the month, 2.30 pm; please  
contact Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine 
Bennett, 852681 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly to 
study the Pilgrim course; please contact James 
Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish Communion 
with activities for children and young people (5 
different age-groups) plus a DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service with 
craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday of the 
month, with refreshments afterwards 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – for 
children and young people, whether you have 
any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–11.30 
am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to school 
age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm in St 
Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Christmas cards 

For sale at the parish office and at the back of church on 
Sundays – three wonderful new designs painted by 
professional artist Milli McGregor, who worships with us at 
St Paul’s and kindly donated the artwork. £3.50 for a pack 
of 8 with envelopes, raising funds for Building for Life. 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 

 
 
 
  

Dear friends, 

I’ve just heard on the news that Leonardo da Vinci’s painting Salvator Mundi (Saviour of the World) 
has sold for a record $450 million. It’s a picture of Christ with one arm raised and the other holding 
a crystal orb. The thing that struck me was that this record purchase is of the person Christians call 
‘Lord’ and ‘Saviour’. I need to reflect a bit, but there seems to be some kind of message of 
encouragement here. 

I recently read these words by Revd Dr William Lamb, which seemed to strike a resonant note: ‘Just 
ten years ago, Charles Taylor published A Secular Age. He suggested that “our age is very far from 
settling into a comfortable unbelief”. The world does not always fit neat and tidily into the 
narratives of secularisation which have been provided. He was particularly fascinated by the 
resurgence in religious belief in post-Soviet Russia. Taylor suggested that “in the secular ‘wasteland’ 
… young people will begin again to explore beyond the boundaries”. He spoke of “a new age of 
religious searching, whose outcome no one can foresee”.’ 

This too feels both encouraging and challenging. Who knows what the future will look like? Let’s 
remain committed to the distinctive ethos of our parish and worshipping community. Let’s go on 
valuing our faith setting. Let’s go on imaginatively nurturing a place for open and critical inquiry. 
Let’s continue to be a welcoming community where those who are searching are free to explore the 
riches of the Christian tradition and to enter more deeply into the mystery of God. 

The other day I heard a verb that was new to me: ‘to swither’. It was in the context of a 
conversation about Brexit. It’s Scottish dialect and means to hesitate, be perplexed, be agitated. I’m 
sure you’ll agree there’s lots of swithering around at the moment. Our challenge – as Ted Squire, 
my wife Julia’s grandfather, so powerfully described in a letter he wrote during the First World War 
(p. 8) – is to hold firm to our deepest convictions and hopes. 

It’s a privilege for Mary Copping and me to go into Peter Symonds each week. The other day I heard 
a fascinating talk by a member of staff from the environmental science department. He heads up 
the college’s link with a rural community in Kenya which students regularly visit. The thing I 
particularly learned (and should probably have known before) is that it’s possible to calculate our 
individual carbon emissions for each mile we fly by aeroplane. But more importantly, and again 
encouragingly, we can then calculate how many seedling trees we could buy to offset those 
emissions. A possible Christmas present for someone? 

The other evening we had a training and social evening for our Parish Visitors team. The Revd Andy 
Edmeads, who is chaplain at Naomi House, spoke powerfully about his experience of pastoral care. 
He reminded us of words first used, I think, by the Quakers: ‘Don’t do something, just sit there’. To 
say that this is hard is a massive understatement. However, many of us will testify that when we 
have been most in need it wasn’t what people said to us that helped most (if at all), but that they 
came alongside us and ‘just sat there’. 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany are here! I wish you all strength for the coming weeks. I pray with 
you that together we can be alert to God’s presence in surprising places and ways, amidst so much 
else that inevitably presses in upon us. 

Can I commend to you a new initiative at St Paul’s – our Advent memory tree (see p. 7)? 

With every good wish and prayers, 

 
 

Front cover: Milli McGregor, Angel 
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Sat 2 

Parish Advent Quiet Day, 
‘Waiting’ 
Wisdom House, Romsey, 
9.30 am–4 pm 

Sun 3 

Advent carol service 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Mon 4 

Book group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 2.30 pm 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Women’s group Christmas 
supper 
Roebuck Inn, 7 for 7.30 pm 

Tues 5 

Deanery chapter meeting 
St Paul’s, 9 am 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 6 

Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Thurs 7 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sat 9 

Children’s Christmas workshop 
St Paul’s, 10 am–noon 

Carol singing 
Bereweeke Court, 2.30 pm 

Sun 10 

Christingle service 
St Paul’s, 5 pm 

Mon 11 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Westgate Lower School Year 3 
visit 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Children’s choir performs 
Bereweeke Court, 5.30 pm 

Peter Symonds carol service 
Cathedral, 7.30 pm 

Tues 12 

Western Church School Year 4 
Christingle 
St Paul’s, 2.30 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 13 

Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Western Church School carol 
service 
St Paul’s, 6 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 14 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sat 16 

Christmas carol service, 
followed by mulled wine 
St Paul’s, 6.30 pm 

Sun 17 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Tues 19 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 20 

Advent course 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Carol singing 
Eastacre, 7 pm 

 
 
Thurs 21 

Under-fives’ Christmas 
celebration 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Carol singing round the parish, 
followed by mulled wine 
St Paul’s, 6 pm 

Fri 22 

Animal nativity, followed by 
hot chocolate 
Outside St Paul’s, 10 am 

Sun 24 

Nativity service (children in 
costume) 
St Paul’s, 3 for 3.30 pm 

Midnight Eucharist 
St Paul’s, 11.30 pm 

Mon 25 

Christmas Holy Communion 
St Matthew’s, 8 am 

Christmas Family Communion 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Holy Communion with carols 
St Matthew’s, 11.15 am 

  

D E C E M B E R 

Diary dates 
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Tues 9 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Music committee 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Wed 10 

Faith Development group 
Parish rooms, 2.30 pm 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 11 

Deadline for February 
magazine articles 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Licensing of Revd Karen 
Kousseff 
St Bartholomew’s, Hyde, 
7.30 pm 

Sat 13 

Winchester Chamber 
Orchestra concert 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sun 14 

Baptism of Eilidh McCabe 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Mon 15 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Tues 16 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
Vestry, 7.30 pm 

Children’s work team 
Bereweeke Avenue, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 17 

Space in the City begins 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Thurs 18 

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 21 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Unity service 
Cathedral, 6.30 pm 

Tues 23 

Property committee 
Parish rooms, 9 am 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 24 

Space in the City 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Thurs 25 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 28 

Conversion of St Paul, 
preacher Revd Howard Sharp 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am 

Bring and share lunch 
St Paul’s, 12.30 pm 

Tues 30 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 31 

Space in the City 
United Church, 12.30–1 pm 

Sat 3 

Musical workshop for children 
and young people 
St Paul’s, 9 am–4.30 pm, with 
performance at 5 pm 

Fri 9 

Lights! Camera! Corkscrew! 
cinematic wine tasting 
Pheasants Way, Sarum Road, 
7.30 pm, tickets £17.50 

 

 

 
 
 

 Sunday services: 
December Bible readings 
3 Dec 
10 Dec 
17 Dec 
24 Dec 
31 Dec 

Isaiah 64: 1–9; Mark 13: 24–37 [p. 377] 
Isaiah 40: 1–11; Mark 1: 1–8 [p. 380] 
Isaiah 61: 1–4, 8–11; John 1: 6–8, 19–28 [p. 384] 
2 Samuel 7: 1–11, 16; Luke 1: 26–38 [p. 387] 
Isaiah 61: 10–62: 3; Luke 2: 15–21 [p. 406] 

January Bible readings 

7 Jan 
14 Jan 
21 Jan 
28 Jan 

Isaiah 60: 1–6; Matthew 2: 1–12 [p. 415] 
Genesis 1: 1–5; Mark 1: 4–11 [p. 418] 
Revelation 19: 6–10; John 2: 1–11 [p. 426] 
Acts 9: 1–22; Matthew 19: 27–30 [p. 1104] 

 
 

J A N U A R Y 

F E B R U A R Y 

We’re grateful to all who send in 
photographs; this month they 
are by Mary Copping, Vera 
Edwards, Julia Hempenstall, 
Gary Ruffell and 
www.cyclingpromotion.com.au. 
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We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Jess, baby Matilda, Caroline 
Behan, Henry Gaster-Evans, Julia 
Jones, Laura Liepins, Emma and 
Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, Sally 
Owens, Michael Pain, Andy Rann, 
Jean Reeder, Philip Scott, Ruth 
Scott and Alison Stafford.

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Peter Arnold.

 
 

 

 
Advent booklets  Do pick up one of these at the 
back of St Paul’s or St Matthew’s, with a reading for 
every day in Advent, to aid our prayers. 
 
St Matthew’s Advent course, which began on Wed 
29 November, 10–10.50 am, is running for four 
weeks, and you are welcome at the meetings on  
6, 13 and 20 December. Each week there will be a 
different leader – Heather Riley, Talia Hedstrom 
and Gary Ruffell – and they will explore the 
different accounts of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Parish Advent Quiet Day at Wisdom House, 
Romsey, on Sat 2 December, 9.30 am–4 pm. An 
opportunity for space, prayer and reflection in 
readiness for Christmas. The retreat leader, Roger 
Healey, is an experienced Licensed Lay Minister 
now working in St Faith’s parish, Winchester, and 
he’s also a Franciscan Tertiary. The cost for the day, 
including a light lunch, coffees and teas, is £25. Do 
be in touch with Mary Copping to book your place: 
07921 886016, youth@stmatthewsstpaul.org. 
 
Children’s Christmas workshop at St Paul’s, Sat 9 
December, 10 am–noon, making decorations for 
the church and Christmas cards, icing biscuits, 
songs, Christmas story and 
refreshments. 
 
Christingle service  St Paul’s, Sun 10 
December, 5 pm. This atmospheric 
service became popular in Britain in 
the late 1960s but originated in Germany in the 
1700s. The orange represents the world, the candle 
Jesus, the red ribbon Christ’s blood, and the sweets 
God’s creation or the four seasons. 
 
City Centre parishes cluster clergy deployment: 
Peter Seal has been involved in the process of 
selecting a new House for Duty priest (working 
Sundays and two weekdays). Congratulations to 
Revd Karen Kousseff on her appointment. She will 

work mainly in the City Centre parish of St 
Bartholomew and St Lawrence with St Swithun but 
also spend one Sunday a month in this parish, while 
continuing her ministry as Area Dean of 
Winchester. Her service of licensing will be at St 
Bartholomew’s on Thurs 11 January, 7.30 pm. 
 
Winchester Chamber Orchestra  Winter concert at 
St Paul’s, Sat 13 January, with music by Haydn, 
Mozart, Bruch and Copland. Tickets from 
www.winchesterchamberorchestra.org.uk. 
 
Space in the City  The New Year series of talks, 
Three Reflections, will be given by the Very Revd 
Catherine Ogle, Dean of Winchester Cathedral, at 
the United Church, Jewry Street, on Wednesdays 
17, 24 and 31 January, 12.30–1 pm (no entrance 
charge). 
 
‘Joseph’ musical workshop at St Paul’s on Sat  
3 February, 9 am–4.30 pm, followed by a 
performance at 5 pm. The leader will be Bronwen 
Dixie, a dance teacher and choreographer who 
works at Chichester Stage School and in musical 
theatre. Open to all children and young people, 
Year 1 upwards (no church links required). Singing 
and drama will be interspersed with activities and 
games. To take part, please contact Mary Copping, 
07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 
Re-planting at St Matthew’s  Now building work 
indoors is complete, thoughts are turning to 
making good outdoors. A group of green-fingered 
parishioners has met to discuss re-planting, and 
work will begin with some pruning. During the next 
12 months, the south side of the church will be 
planted with old-fashioned and wild flowers. Any 
offers of help appreciated! Please contact Helen 
Chambers, chchambers@talk21.com. 
 
 

  

Family feedback 

Coming up 
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Advent memory tree 
 
Suffering, loneliness and death aren’t comfortable 
Christmas companions. They’re unwelcome visitors 
to the domestic harmony of the stable, defiantly 
incongruous among the cheery angelic chorus. 

But inevitably Christmas stirs up memories of loved 
ones who will no longer be joining in the seasonal 
celebrations. For some families, illness and tragedy 
become inextricably linked with this holy season. 

Half a generation has passed since my family faced 
the crude juxtaposition of Bethlehem and Calvary, 
but sometimes the memories are as close as 
yesterday. My sister was dying and my parents’ 
dining room became her grotto: a kaleidoscope  
of reindeer lights and fresh freesias, cards,  
balloons and truckloads of medical  
equipment. It was where we spent 
nights chatting about trivia or  
eternity. There we served up 
salty margaritas and cocktails 
of increasingly strong  
painkillers. 

As a family we were emotionally 
stripped: poised on the brink  
of we didn’t know what, but  
united in a sense of love and 
impending loss. And so the  
Christmas season heightens 
recent losses and reminds us 
of the passing years. 

This year again my (and I’m sure your) circle of 
family and friends has been cruelly depleted. Our 
God sometimes seems a greedy, capricious deity. 
But (even as we fight it) we live in the light and 
reality of the Incarnation. God became human 
precisely to be with us among the heartbreak of 
loss and tragedy. 

This year we are introducing an Advent memory 
tree at St Paul’s. We want our congregation and the 
local community to know there is somewhere they 
can come to reflect, to pray and to mark physically 
     the memory of departed but still cherished  
       family and friends. 

        There will be a special tree at the back of the 
          church during Advent and over Christmas. 
              Card ‘baubles’ will be available for people 
               to write the name of individuals they will 
                 be remembering in the holiday season. 
                   The baubles will be removed in the New 
                     Year and brought to the altar for our 
                      Epiphany service on Sunday 7 January. 

                    There will be no charge for dedicating a 
                        bauble; we want our community 
                         increasingly to understand that our 
                            church is their church. We hope 
                              people will visit freely and that the 
                                tree will be weighed down with 
                                   love and precious memories. 

Gill Longman 
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We did remember 
November’s Act of Remembrance 
at St Paul’s once again welcomed 
local Venture Scouts, Scouts and 
Beavers. The traditional two-
minute silence was held in front of 
the Roll of Honour listing the 
names of those men in the parish 
who died during the first and 
second world wars. 

Earlier in the service, Peter Seal’s 
sermon focused on a letter found 
by Julia last year when she sorted 
through the papers of her late 
father. Written 100 years ago by 
Julia’s grandfather, Edward Squire, 
to his sister, the letter reflected on 
the uncertainties and vagaries of 
the world – and the solid 
foundation offered by faith in God alone. 

‘I should love to see you and have a quiet talk. How 
many things there are to distract our attention 
from the things that really matter. We are so often, 
and so easily, deceived by the newspapers and the 
excited friends and acquaintances around us. 

‘However serious may be the situation in France, if 
we attach overwhelming importance to it, it only 
reveals to us the falseness of our grounds of 
confidence. We are trusting to our Army and our 
physical strength, but only humanly speaking. If our 
ultimate confidence rests upon human success, and 
if our faith does not rest on Someone deeper, we 
shall not be steady in a crisis, we shall get alarmed. 

‘These critical days are a real test to each of us. If 
we believe in God then logically we must believe 
that He has a purpose in all these critical events ... 
If we believe that God’s purpose will best be served 

by our victory in the field ... we fight 
on till the last and refuse the 
thought of defeat because our duty 
is clear … 

‘Anyone whose habit it is to let his 
faith rest on God Himself and His 
personal love will retain a trust. In 
spite of the worst disasters in 
national affairs, or the most 
overwhelming sorrow and tragic 
loss in our own personal affairs … 

‘By this I do not mean, a perpetual 
smile upon everybody, but 
something which is there when 
severe tests come along, something 
unshakeable when every prop 
seems to have gone.’ 

Peter’s sermon linked this past service with the 
ongoing commitment of current troops. It was 
given a sharp local focus with the reminder that 
Ben Stannard from this parish is being 
commissioned as a Royal Marines Officer in 
December. 

You can read the full text of Peter’s sermon on the 
parish website, www.stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Meanwhile in the hall, the children continued the 
Remembrance theme by listening to the poem ‘For 
the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon. They made poppies 
out of red tissue paper and produced individual 
collages incorporating poem and flowers. Across 
the generations the words of the poem’s most 
famous verse came to life: 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 

And we did. 
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  Lord, why a stable? 
With its dirt, and poverty, and smell. 

The need to step with care in the straw. 
I could have understood a palace. 

Much more fitting for a king. God’s son. 
 

Or at least a good middleclass home. 
Where everyone knows the right values, 

goes to the right school, holds solid opinions. 
The sort of background that makes leaders. 

 
But not for you. 

The people in your home had dirt under their finger nails. 
A sign of honest work, but nothing influential. 

 
And yet your coming broke the barriers. 

Not through the slow erosion of wave on rock, 
but in a quick, star-streaming, blazing burst of love. 

Brought God to man. 
Love levelling the differences. 

 
To see you, to gaze into your eyes, 
no need to reach, climb upwards, 

or stretch on super-spiritual tiptoe. 
Simply to kneel, 

the only casualty my pride. 
It makes me want to argue, Lord, 
and ask was there no other way? 

But logic loses out to love. 
And logic, anyway, would say 

that I could never reach you on my own. 
 

The great thing is that your demands 
you first made on yourself. 

I see you, when I kneel, because you knelt first. 
And when I kneel, defences down, 

your hands reach out and, suddenly, 
I’m standing on my feet again, 

and see you looking out from every face. 
 
 

Taken from No Strange Land by Eddie Askew, 
published by the Leprosy Mission, used with permission. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
The parish has recently decided to add Winchester Basics Bank 

to its portfolio of ‘volunteering to help with local poverty’ 

The purpose of 
Winchester Basics Bank 
is to act as an 
emergency resource for 
people who are 
struggling to cope for 
various reasons, such as 

an unexpected bill, homelessness or a household 
crisis. They are given emergency food parcels of 
enough tinned food for 2–5 days and good-quality 
second-hand clothes. Basics Bank also has the 
wider aim of promoting improved public health in 
the local area by providing good nutrition to those 
who lack it. This is done through sharing and 
redistributing resources, and in this way it seeks to 
create a sense of community solidarity in 
Winchester. 

The Basics Bank was founded in 2004 and is a 
Christian project supported by local churches, 
caring organisations and Winchester City Council 
(WCC). There are two part-time staff and a team of 
approved volunteers. All items it distributes are 
donated; much of the food is received at harvest 
time from churches and schools. It has 
relationships with supermarkets that host 
collection trolleys, with Abel and Cole and with 
FareShare. Other supplies come from individuals, 
businesses and charitable groups. 

The Basics Bank operates on a referral system, so 
anyone wishing to access its service needs to get a 
voucher from one of its partner agencies, such as 

WCC, Citizen’s Advice Bureau, a housing 
association, a church, school, local NHS services, 
Trinity Winchester, the Nightshelter or other local 
community organisations. In our parish this can be 
arranged online by Katy Palacio in the office. 

The Basics Bank’s most recent Reflections reports 
on another successful year with new satellites, 
trustees and volunteers: 

‘Facts and figures  There is a slight drop in the 
number of referrals. We continue to see a 
significant number of families needing support. 
There has been a greater reduction in male clients 
compared with females. 78% of clients visited us 
once or twice in the year, but a few have needed to 
take advantage of longer-term support whilst 
waiting for benefits. 

‘Donations  We receive wonderful support  
from many individuals, churches and other 
organisations, enabling us to meet all the needs  
of those who are referred.’ 

An e-mail from the new Chair, Mike Slinn, states: 
‘The draft budget for 2018 shows that we need to 
achieve £21,000 funding annually from Churches 
Together Winchester to cover our operating costs.  
I am hoping that your church will be able to: 

 contribute towards our annual funding need 
 continue to help us with harvest festival food 
 identify members of your community who 

would like to volunteer for Basics Bank 
 identify a prospective trustee of Basics Bank 

from amongst your community.’ 

We already have Stefan Trebacz (864295, 
Stefan.trebacz@btopenworld.com) as our link 
person, helping the Basics Bank with his 
experience, and he would be happy to talk to 
anyone interested in getting involved. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee

How to help 
A list of items Basics Bank accepts is on its website, 
www.winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk. Tinned and 
dried food can be donated via collection trolleys in 
Sainsbury’s Badger Farm and Middlebrook Street 
and at Waitrose. Clean men’s and women’s 
clothing and trainers in good condition can be 
taken to the bank’s Milland Road premises on 
Tuesdays and Fridays 10 am–3 pm. Money can be 
given via the website’s ‘donate’ page or by sending 
a cheque/putting it in the church collection. 

If you would like to get involved personally, you 
could become a volunteer, helping by collecting 
food, sorting donated items, welcoming clients and 
making up food parcels. Basics Bank is keen to have 
trustees representing as many churches in the city 
as possible; if you would be interested in being the 
trustee for our parish, please do let Alexa Heady 
know (alexa.heady@gmail.com, 841151) and she 
can introduce you to Basics Bank staff. 

In emergency need 
There are many different situations where an 
individual or a family may find themselves in 
emergency need, such as relationship breakdown 
or poverty. 

Yasmin, for example, is in a relatively low-paid job 
but has been managing to keep up the payments 
on her flat. A cold spell and rising energy costs 
have meant that she has not been able to buy 
enough food. Her doctor, concerned at the impact 
this has been having on her health, issued her with 
a voucher to exchange for food and warm clothing. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Nightshelter – Christmas presents 

 

Like every other home at Christmas time, we try to 
make the Nightshelter a warm, safe and joyful 
place to be. Residents may not be able to spend the 
festive season with their own families, but they’ll 
be surrounded by an extended family of staff, 
volunteers and fellow residents. Together they will 
make Christmas at the Nightshelter a cheery affair, 
complete with decorations, tree, a traditional 
Christmas roast dinner and, of course, present-
giving. 

 

Like every other home at Christmas 
time, we try to make the Nightshelter 

a warm, safe and joyful place to be 
 

Every one of the Nightshelter’s residents will 
receive a bundle of gifts, mostly donated by local 
individuals and organisations. Each year we ask for 
donations that will help make life a little easier for 
those experiencing homelessness and prepare 
them for independent living. Popular items are:  

 diaries, notepads, wallets and cheap watches, 
which will help residents organise themselves 

 vouchers for coffee shops or the cinema, which 
will provide a real treat (small denominations 
rather than a single large donation, please – 
this allows us to share gifts in an equitable way) 

 personal items such as small, lightweight 
rucksacks or day bags, lightweight waterproof 
jackets and men’s trainers (sizes 10 and 11 are 
the most commonly needed). 

The thought and generosity that goes into these 
gift donations is always so touching, and we are 
extremely grateful to everyone who thinks of us. 
There’s no need to wrap presents before bringing 
them to the Nightshelter. (We have some lovely 
volunteers who come in and act as elves!) 
However, if you do wrap your gifts/gift boxes it 
would be really helpful if you could put a label on 
the outside saying what they are and whether 
they’re suitable for a man or woman. 

We’d be really grateful if any present donations 
could be dropped at the Nightshelter by no later 
than Monday 19 December, so that our volunteers 
can work their magic. Thank you. 

You can buy Christmas cards designed especially for 
the Nightshelter by local artist Paul Treasure from 
the Nightshelter office (open every weekday 8 am–
3 pm). For samples and costs, please visit our 
website, http://www.wcns.org.uk. 

Thank you as always for your support in helping 
make Christmas special for some of the most 
vulnerable people in our community. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year! 
The Nightshelter team 

 

  

Meditation 
A colleague drew my attention to a poem I’d never 
seen before. It begins: 

Blessed art thou, O Christmas Christ, 
that thy cradle was so low that shepherds, 
poorest and simplest of all earthly folk, 
could yet kneel beside it, 
and look level-eyed into the face of God. 

We most often look level-eyed into the faces of 
those around us – workmates, family, neighbours. 
God’s in them too. That’s where we find him, 
looking level-eyed at us. And that includes the 
lonely, the dispossessed, the sick and hungry. 
That’s where he is. 

Taken from No Strange Land by Eddie Askew, 
published by the Leprosy Mission, used with 
permission. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

Paraphrased extracts of letters 
with updates from the charities 
we support. 

Since November 2015 we have 
been sending donations to the 

British Red Cross, Firefly and other refugee 
charities on a monthly rotation suggested by 
Churches Together Winchester, following the 
parish’s decision to prioritise helping refugees. 

British Red Cross: Hampshire young refugees  
Thank you for the generous donation of £100. The 
British Red Cross provides both practical and 
emotional support to refugees and asylum seekers 
in the UK, helping them adjust to life in a new 
country by encouraging improvement of language 
skills and confidence. £50 pays for a specialised 
counselling session for a refugee with mental 
health issues, and £20 allows us to hire a 
community centre to run a young people’s drop-in 
centre for an evening. 

Trinity  Last year we worked with over 600 people 
suffering the effects of homelessness, domestic 
abuse, social isolation, mental ill health, addiction, 
unemployment and poverty. Our wide range of 
services could not continue without support such 
as yours. 

Firefly  Thank you very much for the 
cheque. Please pass on our thanks. We 
continue to support Svitac in Bosnia and 
Project Hope in Palestine and now help 
Syrian refugees in our newest project 
based in Antakya, Turkey. Firefly’s core 

philosophy: humanitarian opportunities for peace 
and education. We use the arts to bring children 
and their families and communities together in 
conflict and post-conflict zones. 

Winchester Action on Climate Change (WinACC)   
Your donation is generous and will greatly help our 
efforts to achieve our objectives. From its annual 
report: We are living in a period of daunting 
technological, ecological, social, political and 
economic change, which can both help and hinder 
us. WinACC’s role remains twofold. First, to inform, 
advise, encourage, support and assist local people, 
and engaging on their behalf with institutions and 
businesses to take actions which lie within their 
own scope to reduce the Winchester and district 
carbon footprint. Second, to assist and press for 
best practice in the implementation of public  
policy decisions locally and nationally, that will 
ensure that we play our part in securing the 
planet’s future. 

The main focus of our Home Energy Advice Service 
was with people in social housing, helping people in 
fuel poverty to cut their energy bills, and training 
advisors to help disadvantaged people. WinACC’s 
Incredible Edible Winchester continued to grow 
vegetables and herbs at the train station for 
commuters to take, showing you can grow food  
anywhere. This year we conducted a  
poll on ways of tackling air pollution,  
which we held on stalls at  
community events.  
WinACC was very  
pleased to continue  
its partnership with  
Winchester City Council  
supporting its Low Carbon Board to implement 
Twelve Actions for a Lower Carbon Winchester. 

City Centre Chaplaincy  From its annual report: The 
City Centre Chaplaincy – an initiative of Churches 
Together in Winchester – visit staff working in the 
city, at the workplace, in shops, offices and other 
organisations. They build friendships, listen and 
support people when they need it. Chaplaincy is 
free of charge and confidential, serving people of 
any background or faith. 13 chaplains support most 
of the organisations, including the law courts, city 
police and City Council. 

There are moving stories from the team, such as: 
talking to a man whose partner had been 
diagnosed with a serious illness, and enabling him 
to unload his concerns; meeting a woman 
experiencing challenges with her teenage children, 
who found it a huge relief to talk about them; 
advising a woman who was struggling to make ends 
meet and worrying about credit card debt to join a 
money-management help group and connecting 
her with the right person. One man had been asked 
to be a godparent and wondered what that would 
mean, so the chaplain gave him information and 
they talked about God, faith and how to pray; he 
has since agreed to be a godparent and has been 
reading Luke’s gospel. 

As a parish we sponsor Liz Russell as she covers the 
shops and staff in the Square and Market Street 
and are able to help with training, expenses and 
minor financial outlays. Michael Joseph is an active 
member of the management committee and our 
link person. If you would like to know more, please 
contact him: 809784, michael@4joseph.co.uk. 

For further details about the charities we support, 
visit our website, click on Parish Activities, Beyond 
Ourselves, the charity’s name highlighted in blue 
and this will take you to their website. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee
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Beyond Ourselves 
Eco Church - movement strategy for Winchester 

 
Why is this important? Currently you can have your 
say about how to achieve the right balance 
between different types of traffic in Winchester. 
Winchester City Council and Hampshire County 
Council are inviting us to participate in a 
consultation for the Winchester Movement 
Strategy to set out a vision for the next 20–30 
years. 

Not too long ago the most used mode of transport 
was your own two feet, unless you could afford a 
horse or donkey or, if you were posh, a coach. 
Winchester still has most of its original Roman 
street plan, and much of the centre was redesigned 
and rebuilt some hundred years ago or more. At 
that time people lived in large families and worked 
nearby. They aimed to avoid travelling long 
distances because it was inconvenient. Therefore 
narrow streets and roads were just right. This 
worked well until the mid-20th century, when 
horses had been replaced by bicycles and coaches 
by cars. 

Now most of us have cars to drive around for 
shopping, take our kids to school or sports 
activities, for holiday travel, to visit family … But 
the city of Winchester has not changed that much, 
causing cars to get stuck in traffic. We are suffering 
from the consequences of our own behaviour: 
more people endure chronic lung conditions like 
asthma, are injured in accidents, get stressed 
waiting in congested traffic, and so on. It is 
estimated that about 50 people die early in the 

Winchester district every year because of air 
pollution. 

Furthermore, lots of space is taken up in the centre 
by cars. Perhaps next time you walk into town you 
might have a look at some of the balconies – for 
instance in Jewry Street opposite the theatre. 
Imagine sitting there in the sun (maybe with some 
plants around you), watching people wandering 
around without the noise and fumes from car 
traffic below. Wouldn’t it be great to have more 
pedestrianised streets, which could perhaps 
accommodate more independent shops and 
market stalls and enable restaurant and café 
customers to sit outside? Some of the old brooks 
could be opened up again for ducks to swim on. 
Sounds like a dream, doesn’t it? 

The alternative would be to build more car parking 
facilities and allow more cars into the centre of 
town, widening the roads to try to increase traffic 
flow. However, ‘when you plant cars, you harvest 
traffic’! 

I hope you’ll see this article just in time to take part 
in the current movement strategy consultation 
(www.hants.gov.uk/winchestermovementstrategy) 
– it’s open until Friday 8 December. But if you miss 
this, there will still be chances to participate in the 
process afterwards. 

Max Priesemann, Eco Church representative 

 
How empty our roads could be! An illustration 

of the space needed by 69 pedestrians, bus 
passengers, cyclists and car drivers. 
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Puzzle club at 
St Matthew’s 

St Matthew’s 
Supper 

Friends visit to 
Westminster 

Exhibition of drawings by 
Western Church School 

St Paul’s @4 
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Cake-making 
with Scramblers 

St Paul’s 
Autumn Fayre 

Cake sale in 
aid of refugees 
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Faith development 
Paul Newman writes about vision and vocation 

 
Before and after young teenage Confirmation, I was 
a Scripture Union daily Bible notes reader. None of 
it connected with me at a conscious level, while 
school Divinity using the King James Bible was dust-
dry and assemblies were dull. Subsequently I 
regarded Christian Union ‘chaps’ as disappointingly 
naïve and had an intuition that their Jesus should 
mean something more – or other – than being 
‘saved.’ Church and God weren’t (yet) on my 
agenda. 

By my mid-teens the ‘personal’ had become 
political for me through family influences and social 
conscience. A-level English Literature brought some 
spiritual stimulus, as did studying the history of 
political thought as a component in an Economics 
and Politics degree. I was political in an era of 
student radicalism, but somewhat in the Fabian 
(socialist, non-violent) and United Nations 
Association mould. Eventually the personal-political 
began to become spiritual. Amidst the protests and 
struggles of youthful idealism, I guess I’d realised 
that rational materialism yielded an inadequate 
account of humanity’s deepest and highest 
potential for altruism and co-operation. 

 

I’d realised that rational materialism 
yielded an inadequate account of 
humanity’s deepest and highest 

potential for altruism and co-operation 

 

I’d already discovered and joined the Christian 
Socialist Movement (as Harold Wilson said, Labour 
‘owed more to Methodism than Marx’). Two 
subsequent influences stand out: first, intellectual 
and spiritual wisdom that I encountered in Michael 
Ramsay, Archbishop of Canterbury, hearing him at 
a London University Union event. I also discovered 
the London Medical Group’s lectures exploring 
Christianity through inter-disciplinary medical, 
ethical and psychological concerns and 
encountered a redoubtable laywoman, Dr Valerie 
Pitt. Secondly, while preparing for Part 1 Law 
Society (Solicitors’) examinations I discovered St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, with its social witness (and 
crypt folk club). 

But a friend’s invitation to a meeting about 
‘ministry’ at All Souls’, Langham Place, proved to be 
all about a black leather Bible and the ‘call of 
Gideon’. This didn’t ‘translate’ for me. 

Living near the Oval brought me close to St Mark’s, 
Kennington, where I dropped by periodically and 
joined a regular housegroup across the road from 
my bedsit. One Saturday night, en route to a disco 
at St Gabriel’s Teacher Training College, I passed an 
imposing Anglican church building lit up for what 
proved to be a concert. I looked in. A young priest 
in a cassock greeted me and I said I attended St 
Mark’s, to which he replied, ‘How dreadful! You 
must come here.’ Eventually I did. It was a majestic 
Solemn Eucharist – colourful, high and warm (as 
Thomas Aquinas puts it in his Pange lingua, ‘Faith 
our outward sense befriending makes the inward 
vision clear’). The sermon quoted Hélder Câmara, 
Archbishop of Olinda and Recife (‘When I give food 
to the poor they call me a saint. When I ask why 
the poor have no food they call me a communist’). I 
‘fell in love with Love’ through the sacramental 
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and in his 
fellow sisters and brothers of all classes and 
nations. 

The vicar of St Mark’s Kennington said I was one 
person he’d thought about vis-à-vis ‘the ministry’. I 
was referred to the Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
and eventually to a solicitor priest-worker who 
tried to persuade me to get my legal qualification 
and also be a priest-worker, not least because 
there’d be no money to pay clergy eventually! 

There was a generous catholicity in Southwark 
Diocese – a hotbed of progressive ferment and 
innovation – where I became a candidate for 
ordination. A sermon on lust by the Bishop of 
Southwark made a lasting impression; the lust in 
question was for ‘theological certitude’! 

For a year I served an ‘apprenticeship’ as a church 
community worker on the newly developing North 
Peckham Estate at St Luke’s, Camberwell, with 
Father Clifford Wright, Peter’s predecessor in this 
parish. (‘Here comes that ****ing Jesus creep!’ was 
a jibe I’d hear from unruly youths.) My involvement 
with St Luke’s continued the following year while I 
worked at Guy’s Hospital before commencing 
training at Leeds University and the College of the 
Resurrection at Mirfield in Yorkshire. These words 
attributed to St Teresa of Avila (d. 1582) 
encapsulate my vocation: 

  

Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
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Book review 
David Winter’s book explores the 
tricky topic of life after death and the 
nature of heaven. He examines the 
many different concepts that people 
hold of what life will be like after 
death whilst pointing out that none 
of us can know the details for certain. 

As Christians we cannot ever fully understand the 
divine mystery of life itself, or resurrection life, but 
we can and do trust the Saviour. 

He then looks at the biblical teaching on what 
happens after death and considers what difference 
this can make to our lives here and now. Trying to 
imagine life after death throws up more questions 
than answers, and in the final chapter the author 
presents his personal views. He also shows how we 
can present what we believe about eternity to give 
hope to a world that is anxious and sceptical. 

David Winter is an established Christian writer and 
has published many books. He is also a speaker and 
broadcaster and has contributed regularly to 
Thought for the Day on Radio 4. He writes with 
humour and a great understanding of the many 
worries, doubts and questions that perplex 
Christians. His books are easy to read but no less 
lacking in depth for that. 

Christine Bennett 

Hilfield prayer reflection 

Firstly I feel this is a welcoming prayer, one that for 
some may seem unorthodox. Nevertheless this kind 
of pluralistic thinking is something I believe should 
be encouraged among the Christian community 
and, indeed, all other religions themselves. 

I personally feel that condemnation of other 
religions is wrong. Worship of the divine can 
be done and achieved in many different 
ways and it’s important not to marginalise 
those who perhaps have a different view to 
our own. Hinduism, Islam and Judaism, for 
example, all emphasise the reality of one ultimate 
and supreme being (whether believed to be 
Brahman, Allah or Yahweh). It is this being who 
created and continues to sustain the universe. This 
is a belief I share within my own Christian faith. 

For all are communities of believers in the divine in 
their own right, and I ask myself, ‘Why is my own 
belief right and theirs wrong?’ The answer for me is 
that neither is wrong; it’s just a different way to 
worship and think about this being. In the same 
way music is one thing – harmonious noise – but 

also many different things like pop, rap, reggae, 
etc. Although they sound distinctive, they are all 
heard as one thing ... music. 

For Buddhists, although following a non-theistic 
religion, I believe they too are worshipping the 
divine (in a really different way). Buddhism resists 
asking questions about the divine in order to focus 
the mind on the here and now. Yet it still has a 
huge emphasis on respecting people and animals 
and a strong connection with nature – something 
at the heart of Buddhism and mentioned later in 
the prayer. 

To look after the planet and everything and 
everyone on it is the responsibility of all people, 
and this is because the earth and its resources and 
the life it brings are (for me at least) a gift from 
God. Why ruin this gift through tension and 
conflict? Personally, I feel Christianity has 
traditionally rejected any form of true responsibility 
to the planet, with Christians dominating and using 
it as they please. However, we can learn from the 
past to restore the world, nurturing it back to 
health. And working with Buddhism, Islam, 
Hinduism and all other religions (and across 
denominational differences) can help us do this. 

This prayer reminds us of what we have and what 
we may lose due to selfish and possibly ignorant 
desires if we do not change now. We should work 
publicly with others and enforce the golden rules 
found in almost all religions, such as treat others 
how you want to be treated. 

Some may think that how we worship God is 
perhaps a private affair for the individual (and their 
own faith group). But I certainly believe that 
helping each other – no matter what background, 
class, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or 
religion – should be a public affair. By putting into 
action a most basic principle of helping others, we 
are becoming one. By helping others, we help 

ourselves and create our own unique 
relationship with God or the divine. If this is 
interpreted differently by some, this should 
not be seen as a bad thing. 

And whilst this prayer incorporates only the 
five main religions of the world, we must 

remember that helping each other encompasses all 
people. All religions have a part to play in restoring 
the world back to glory, and even atheists play an 
important role in doing so. Too often we forget that 
non-believers can be just as helpful and moral as 
believers. They should not be ignored, and I feel 
that the breaking of the bread is for all. 

Helping others in true action is the way to restore 
the world and in turn is a form of interfaith or 
communal worship of God (perhaps not seen like 
this by all); it should be encouraged. 

Aaron Burrows, Youth Assistant 

A response to the unusual Eucharistic prayer 
presented in the October magazine; if you missed 
seeing it and would like a copy, do contact Ursula 
Payne, 844878, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Building for Life:  
over half way there! 

The good news is that our matched-funding offer 
meant we made terrific progress in October! You 
may recall we had an extremely generous matched-
funding pledge of £20,000. The offer stimulated a 
number of new donors and meant that with the 
many personal gifts, gift aid and various activities 
we raised an amazing £58,000 in one month. 

We’re really grateful to all involved in the fund-
raising events, including Peter Seal’s Clarendon 
Way walk in September and the Winchester 
Camerata concert and Autumn Fayre during 
October. Together with money assigned from the 
Wilkins bequest and funds from the Friends and the 
Community Day, this means we are now over half 
way towards our target of £850,000. It’s an 
amazing milestone to have reached and we are 
hoping soon to have a graphic in church to 
demonstrate visually the progress we are making. 

We still need nearly £400,000 towards Phase 1 of 
our project to update St Paul’s and its facilities for 
the 21st century. The focus of attention is now 
moving to applications to third parties and grant-
making trusts. This is inevitably time-consuming, 
with many of the bodies requiring long lead times 
for the application process. 

How could you help? 

1   Do you know any trustees of grant-making 
organisations? We are using an official published 
guide to trusts and charities and will methodically 
target appropriate bodies. But personal contacts 
are always a helpful way forward, so please e-mail 
Peter (peter@stmatthewstpaul.org) or Bill Lucas 
(buildingforlife@stmatthewstpaul.org) if you think 
you know someone suitable. 

2   Will you have a few spare hours in the New Year 
to draft an application? We have brought in some 
professional help to approach large bodies such as 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. But there are literally 
hundreds of potential small charities to whom we 
could apply for funding. We are hoping to develop 
a ‘template application’ that can be simply edited 
for each organisation. No previous experience is 
necessary – we’d like to recruit a small team with 
accurate writing skills and an eye for detail. Again, 
please let Peter or Bill know if you think you  
could help. 

The Building for Life team 

Gratitude for legacy 
We have recently received a legacy from the late 
Edna Weller, long-time worshipper at, and 
supporter of, St Paul’s, who died in 2017 aged 100. 
Formerly of Greenhill Road, in recent years Edna 

had lived at Tegfield House where she received 
regular visits from her friends and Parish Visitor. 

Edna kindly left the PCC £3,000, to be split between 
youth work and the music fund at St Paul’s. This gift 
will help towards the cost of employing our 
splendid part-time children’s and youth work 
assistants and has funded the new electronic piano 
at St Paul’s, which is proving so useful. 

We would be grateful if you would consider 
including the parish in your future wishes. 

Peter Seal 

New Wine 
The parish is going to New Wine in 2018! All 
welcome! 5–11 August, Bath and West 
Showground, Somerset. Camping/caravan hire, 
outstanding youth work and childcare, food 
market, bookshops, fairground, indoor beach, 
running club, sports tournaments, art galleries, 
cinema, socials and speakers from all over the 
world, with many types of worship. 

An opportunity to feed your faith and make time 
for yourself, each other and God; very welcoming 
of non-Christian family members. Early-bird 
discount for bookings before Mon 4 December (full 
details of prices at www.united.new-wine.org). 
Contact Susie Richardson, 07813 641646, 
susannarichardson@hotmail.co.uk, or Mary 
Copping, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org, 07921 
886016. It would be brilliant to have a real 
community from the parish going – at least enough 
for a decent cricket match in our village! 

This is a new opportunity to grow in faith for 
members of St Paul’s and St Matthew’s and does 
not replace the popular annual church camping 
weekend in the New Forest. 

Susie Richardson 

A ‘clerihew’ poem 
in honour of Peter’s 60th birthday 

It was a great relief when the Reverend Canon Peter Seal 
Learned that he had been christened Nicholas and not Neil. 
He has since realised that it is actually sweeter 
To be known simply as plain Peter. 

Geoffrey Burnaby 

Volunteer vacancy: Chair of Friends 
Successor needed to work alongside Geoffrey Burnaby by 
14 February 2018. Duties: propose/run events; organise 
Community Day stall; send information to members; set 
agenda, convene and chair committee meetings and AGM; 
promote Friends; recruit members; welcome new 
members; monitor subscriptions; write report for parish 
magazine; liaise with office staff, rector and treasurer. 
Contact Geoffrey: birchmore1@talktalk.net, 865432. 
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An unusual wedding 
 
When Hugh and I met nearly 51 years ago 
he had just qualified as an accountant in 
London, and he had committed to staying 
with his firm for at least two years after 
qualifying. At that time they had offices 
only in London and Addis Ababa. He 
wanted to leave London, so Ethiopia it had 
to be. By the time we were engaged, his 
two-year posting had been fixed, leaving the UK in 
early June. I was still teaching and needed to finish 
my term, as well as preparing for an adventure of a 
lifetime in a country I had never heard of six 
months earlier. I planned to join him in September. 

But what about our wedding? No chance to get 
married before he left, so we would have to return 
to the UK. Then reality started clicking in. I’d never 
been on a long-haul flight and was nervous about 
just one, never mind three in quick succession. 
Hugh mentioned one day, ‘There’ll be about 100 
people I’d like to invite’. In our family, weddings – 
and parties in general – were small, maximum 20 
guests. My mother, left to organise this on her 
own, would have seriously panicked. I wanted a 
small wedding but realised that, with my many 
relatives and friends, I could probably equal Hugh’s 
numbers! 

Hugh’s parents, who had married overseas, were 
the first to suggest that perhaps we should too – 
with relieved agreement from my parents. The 
flight was too prohibitively expensive for anyone 
from the UK to be there, but I was so relieved it 
didn’t worry me. I bought a short white dress and 
some shoes, borrowed a veil and I was all set. My 
September journey to Addis Ababa was not without 
incident and took about three days, but that’s 
another story. Eventually I arrived safely and when 
the customs official opened my case I could almost 
see his glee. So much he 
could tax! Hugh pointed out 
that I had come to get 
married, at which he grinned 
broadly and let me through; 
but we had to marry within 
four weeks before my tourist 
visa ran out. 

During that time I met many people, got myself a 
teaching job and started to discover what it was 
like to live in a country which was so different from 
mine that I could hardly begin to describe it. The 
first major difference was that people had servants, 
so shopping, cooking, housework and gardening 
were not ways of filling time! Hugh sang in the 
choir at the English church (also St Matthew’s), 
which I joined too. We soon discovered that 
weddings were a rare treat, with a whole 
congregation to sort everything out for us. The 

German pastor who ran the choir had 
seven musical children. We had a ready 
choir and orchestra, delighted to work for 
a special occasion. The wedding was fixed 
for Saturday 21 October, when sunshine 
was guaranteed. The reception, organised 
by the capable and motherly chaplain’s 
wife, would be in the church garden and 

the congregation would provide the food. Hugh’s 
boss kindly offered to give me away. So our only 
expenses were the rings and the (inexpensive) 
Ethiopian champagne. 

The consul agreed to legalise the occasion, and we 
arranged our honeymoon. Five days before the 
wedding he phoned. ‘I’m sorry I can’t come on 
Saturday, as I’m going away for the weekend. I can 
marry you at 4 pm on Thursday 19th in the 
consulate.’ I was on after-school duty, so I told my 
co-teacher I couldn’t stay as I was going off to get 
married. ‘Oh, right’, he answered. Had he really 
heard what I’d said?! 

Thursday was a busy day for us, so after the 15-
minute ceremony and a glass of wine with the 
consul to celebrate, we went to our Amharic class. 
Then it was Hugh’s bachelor party. It was getting 
dark when he put me in a taxi, and off I went to 
friends of ours who lived up in the hills. David was 
out with Hugh but Mireille and I spent a great 
evening together, eventually, when she had 
recovered from the shock of my arrival. ‘How did 
you get here?’ she asked. ‘By taxi’, I said, ‘then I 
walked through the woods’. She simply couldn’t 
believe it. ‘Don’t you realise there are hyenas in 
that wood?’ she said, horrified. Hugh spent Friday 
recovering from his stag party and I carried on 
teaching. I can’t remember whether I told the 
pupils at that stage that I was no longer Miss 

Armitage – probably not! 

Our church wedding was 
happy and special, with 
beautiful music and a full 
church, including many 
Ethiopians and lots of 
children. I think Adrian (best 

man and photographer) gave a speech, but 
I mainly remember the friendly warmth of this 
sunny occasion. Rice showered us as we left to 
drive off, with tin cans clanking behind the car. 

Fifty years on, the days corresponded again. Our 
thanks to those of you who toasted us on Thursday 
19 October at the St Matthew’s supper. Our 
daughter Anna, who now lives in South Africa, 
wanted us to celebrate our golden wedding with 
them, appropriately in Africa, and next month I 
hope to write about our celebrations there. 

Sue Woodd 

I started to discover what it was 
like to live in a country which was 
so different from mine that I 
could hardly begin to describe it. 
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Pre-school – what really happens there? 
Inspired by a wonderful talk given by Silvia Brown, 

Supervisor, to the parents in November 
 
St Paul’s Church is very proud of its community-run 
pre-school, which is rated outstanding by Ofsted, 
but have you ever wondered what goes on there? 
Whether it is thriving or just surviving? Is it full of 
small people having their noses and bottoms 
wiped, or is there something more? Do you know 
who runs it? Or how it is funded? 

Sometimes, I hear people refer to pre-school as 
playgroup, or nursery school, and to those of us in 
the know, this well-meant misnomer is slightly 
offensive. If you have ever been lucky enough to 
see the pre-school in action, you will realise that 
you are not watching simply ‘childcare’. 

Pre-school is exactly as the name suggests; it is 
preparation for starting real, big, grown-up school. 
The life skills developed at this stage will prepare 
children for what is to come as they face the 
challenges in the big wide world. They are nurtured 
by the incredible staff and encouraged to be unique 
individuals, and to fulfil every ounce of their 
potential. 

They learn through play, 
through experimenting, 
through watching 
someone who knows 
how. They learn to take 
turns, help each other, 
share, and say sorry 
when they have hurt 
each other’s feelings. 
They learn that everyone 
is good at different 
things, and no-one is 
good at everything. The children are encouraged to 
focus on what they can do, and to take steps to 
achieve the things they can’t do yet. 

Equally importantly, children begin to recognise 
their own needs and have the confidence to convey 
them to an adult – be it that they are hot, cold, 
thirsty, tired, cross, need the toilet or can’t find 
their shoes. These are essential life-skills, not least 
in a school classroom, where 30 children have just 
two adults with them: one teacher and one 
teaching assistant. It has been reported anecdotally 
that local Year R teachers can pick out a St Paul’s 
child, owing to their self-sufficiency. This is a huge 
credit to the pre-school staff. 

The Early Years Foundation, followed by all early 
years settings (0–5 years), has four pillars that 
support the children’s development: each child is 
unique; positive relationships; enabling 
environments; and learning and development. 

Within the last one, teachers and children work 
together in an unfolding of activities that promote: 

 personal, social and emotional development 
 communication and language 
 physical development 
 literacy 
 maths 
 understanding the world 
 expressive arts and design. 

Each pillar is viewed with equal importance in the 
early years. Children who are slower to develop in 
one area are given additional help as far as 
possible. 

Reflecting upon these pillars and strands, we would 
do well to keep these threads running through the 
entirety of our education system, and probably the 
entirety of our lives. We know that a shortfall in 
any one of these areas is likely to present an 
individual with challenges far beyond the age of 
five. So it is sad to realise that as children become 
teenagers and move to the exam stages of their 

education, the focus is 
strongly upon performing 
academically, and does not 
place much importance on 
other areas. 

It is fascinating and a 
privilege to watch little 
people learning everything 
about our amazing world, 
helped by Silvia Brown and 
her team of wonderful staff. 

Many of the parents are on the committee that is 
responsible for the pre-school. Without busy 
parents giving up a considerable amount of their 
time to take responsibility for overseeing it, sadly it 
just would not exist. 

The final thing I wanted to share concerns the 
vagaries of government funding. You will probably 
know that children are entitled to 15 to 30 hours of 
free childcare from the age of three. However, the 
funding rate per child per hour (which is liable to go 
down as well as up) only just covers the rent of the 
premises and staff salaries. We rely upon fund-
raising for everything in addition to this, without 
which the pre-school would not be viable. We are 
very grateful to the church and congregation for 
their ongoing support to help today’s little people 
develop into tomorrow’s big people. They certainly 
will need resilience and self-sufficiency in this 
rapidly changing world. 

Laura Watson 
Parent and committee member 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 
We have been very pleased to welcome two people 
to the team: Cassandra Brown as our children’s 
assistant (doing Childhood, Youth and Community 
Studies) and Aaron Burrows as a second youth 
assistant (studying Theology), both at Winchester 
University. 

Scramblers Group (age 4 and under)  In one session 
they read the story of the great banquet and 
discussed who they would be in the story. They 
then had a party of their own, making invitations, 
decorating cakes and having fun with balloons and 
streamers. Another Sunday they read the story of 
Jesus calling Matthew and saying, ‘Follow me’. They 
played follow-my-leader and did foot-painting to 
make a picture to illustrate this.  

Recently there was a session on the changing of the 
seasons, thinking about how God never changes. 
The children made an autumn collage out of leaves 
they collected from the garden. Another Sunday 
the theme was ‘Render unto Caesar ...’. After 
talking about the queen’s head on coins, they each 
were given a chocolate coin to take home. They 
also thought about giving prayers to God, made 
bird mobiles and put their special prayers on them. 

Climbers and Explorers (Years R–4)  In one session 
there was discussion about the cross, the symbol of 
the Christian faith. The children were asked where 
they have seen crosses in St Paul’s, and they 
thought about churches being built in the shape of 
a cross. Using coloured pasta they made a large 
cross for church and small ones to take home. 

Destination (Years 5–8)  Report from Aaron 
Burrows, youth assistant: ‘Every week we do a 
variety of different activities and discuss some 
important “big” questions. We have had many 
discussions based on biblical passages with themes 
such as including and inviting others to join us in 
our own daily activities. 

‘We have looked at the important values involved 
when responding to Jesus in our lives and how we 
can respect others. We touched on the value or 
importance of money with questions such as, 
“What can we do for others with our money? Can 
money be a good/bad thing? How should people 
use their money?” We linked these questions to 
concepts such as equality and fairness and the 
difference between them. 

‘During Bible Sunday, with Canon Keith Anderson, 
we looked at the huge variety of different stories 
and rich characters and discussed some of the 
important messages we can get from the Bible – 
themes such as “How we can please God by trying 
our best in all that we do”.’ 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  Report from Olli 
Wilson-Smith, youth assistant: ‘As we move into 
the winter months I have been working with the 
Transition group discussing their own transition 
into young adulthood and framing it through a 
Christian worldview. We have talked over topics as 
wide as risk-taking, theology and their favourite 
films. I feel that including everything – even the 
seemingly trivial – in our sessions may help those in 
the group with their views of the Church and 
helping them to see their faith as relevant to their 
everyday lives. I have also been working alongside 
my new colleague, Aaron, in developing materials 
for both the Transition and Destination groups. He 
is a talented leader and a worthy addition to our 
youth team here at St Paul’s.’ 

In one session Olli looked at courage with the 
group, considering how being courageous or brave 
didn’t necessarily mean going to war or fighting. 
You need courage just to do something new, or to 
do something you think others may disapprove of. 
He used these quotes from the Bible: ‘For I am the 
Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand 
and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you’ (Isaiah 
41: 13), and ‘Be on your guard; stand firm in the 
faith; be courageous; be strong’ (1 Corinthians 16: 
13). 

Cake sale  The Destination and Transition groups 
held a cake sale on 5 November to raise money to 
support refugees. They raised the wonderful sum 
of £169, which was gratefully accepted by Alexa 
Heady, chair of the Beyond Ourselves committee. 

Mary Copping 

Child-friendly December dates 
Christmas 2017 at St Paul’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sat 9, 10 am–noon: Christmas workshop 

Sun 10, 5 pm: Christingle service 

Sun 17, 4 pm: St Paul’s @ 4 family service 

Thurs 21, 9.30 am: Under-fives’ Christmas celebration 

Fri 22, 10 am: Animal nativity (outside – bring your own 
chair, followed by crafts and hot chocolate) 

Sun 24, 3 for 3.30 pm: Nativity (come dressed as an 
animal, angel, wise person or shepherd) 

Mon 25, 9.30 am: Family Communion service 



22 |  

From our elected representatives 
Winchester Hospice plans and G7 meetings 

First of all, something very local: it was such a 
pleasure to have a group from the parish of St 
Matthew with St Paul in Westminster last month 
for a visit led by Christopher Van der Noot (see 
photo, p. 12). After their tour of the Palace of 
Westminster, we met up for the best part of an 
hour for a chat and it was lovely to discuss subjects 
ranging from the local NHS and cancer to traffic in 
Harestock and, of course, Brexit. 

Staying local, I am absolutely delighted 
that plans for the Winchester Hospice 
are now out there. Great credit to the 
Trust for laying out ambitious plans for 
a ten-bed hospice supporting patients 
with life-limiting illnesses and their 
families. For years now, people in 
Winchester have said we are lacking a hospice to 
care for adults; we have the world-leading Naomi 
House for children, but nothing for older patients – 
and that was never sustainable in the long term. 
£2.5 million is a lot of money, but everything about 
this feels right and I know my constituents will 
really put their shoulder to the wheel and help us 
get over the line so the new facility can open on 
time in 2019. I will be supporting the project every 
step of the way. 

Now for something more global. Health ministers 
from the G7 met in Milan last month and I was 

there representing the UK. The G7 is a group made 
up of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK 
and the USA, representing the seven largest 
advanced economies in the world, and the 2017 
presidency is held by the Italians. 

The agenda covered climate variability and its 
impact on human health, women’s and 
adolescents’ health, and anti-microbial resistance. 
It was my honour to lead the UK delegation and I 

told the meeting that the UK is totally 
committed to the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement and spoke about action our 
government is taking to tackle air 
pollution, which is responsible for 
some 40,000 early deaths each year. 

I also addressed fellow ministers on the subject of 
women in the developing world having access to 
the same high-quality family planning and sexual 
health services as enjoyed in the UK, and I said it 
was time to focus seriously on the issue of perinatal 
health and the critical importance of the first 1,000 
days of a child’s life. You can see much more from 
the G7, including the full communiqué, the ‘family’ 
photo, and pictures from the end-of-summit press 
conference at www.stevebrine.com. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester 

A democratic voice for Winchester? 
The months are just flying by in a blur of activity 
and meetings, but one thing in particular we would 
like to tell you about concerns how Winchester, the 
town, is governed. Contrary to many people’s 
understanding, Winchester City Council (WCC) is 
not the council for Winchester itself but a district 
council that includes the city plus a large land area 
that takes in many smaller towns and villages, 
among them Alresford and Wickham. These smaller 
places also have parish councils which consider 
local issues and plans. 

Winchester has a Town Forum made up of all city 
councillors who represent the city centre wards, 
but it does not have the same powers or autonomy 
as a parish council and nor does it represent the 
whole of the city. The Town Forum remains under 
the control of the District Council, run by its 
cabinet; only one member of cabinet lives in 
Winchester. Winchester itself doesn’t have a 
democratic voice. 

WCC is in the process of carrying out a review of its 
constitution and governance and has recognised 
this democratic deficit. Both Liz and Lucille 

attended a meeting to discuss how the situation 
might be changed. No decision has yet been made 
and it is likely that residents of Winchester will be 
asked for their views; meanwhile we would be 
pleased to hear from you on this. 

In the meantime the need to address Winchester’s 
traffic problems, poor facilities for pedestrians and 
cyclists and poor air quality has been recognised, 
and the County Council is working with WCC on a 
Movement Strategy for Winchester town. Public 
consultation is part of this process and is in 
progress until 8 December. For more information 
please go to www.hants.gov.uk/consultations. 

Finally, a quick update on the Station Approach 
project: a design team, including people with 
engagement skills, has now been appointed and 
recently Liz and Lucille attended a walkabout of the 
area with them. There will be wider engagement 
on this in the New Year and we will keep you 
informed. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward
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View from a newcomer 
My first-ever service at St Paul’s was the family 
harvest festival a few weeks ago. As a ‘newbie’, I 
was very nervous about attending. I didn’t have a 
clue who anyone was. I’d only recently moved to 
the University of Winchester, far away from my 
previous comfortable abode in a small town called 
Oundle, where I’ve lived for the past six years 
surrounded by my family. 

However, I am pleased to say I had absolutely no 
need to worry. I have never felt so widely accepted 
in any institution before and I’m honoured to be 
able to say to people that ‘I attend and work at St 
Paul’s Church’. Everyone is inclusive, warm and 
inviting. In fact I would go so far as to say each 
member of this church is truly kindness personified 
– just how a church should be ... but is not always 
the case, unfortunately. What I also think is 
amazing is how much the children are really 
involved. I certainly believe they are at the heart of 
this church and it is something really pleasing to 
see every week. 

I’d finally like especially to thank both Mary 
Copping and Olli Wilson-Smith, who have really 
looked after me since I first attended here. They 
are both hugely supportive and make sure I’m 
always happy and comfortable with everything I 
need to do, which I greatly appreciate. They 
certainly help make working here enjoyable. 

Aaron Burrows, Youth Assistant 

Some thoughts about a brief 
encounter 

Writing this in early November, I am bracing myself 
for the first hearing of ‘Jingle Bells’ in a store, and 
am receiving daily advertising on the TV about how 
to celebrate Christmas – or should I say, the 
commercial one? I know that elsewhere in this 
magazine there will be wise and inspiring words for 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas, and looking 
forward to a new year, so I wondered what I could 
possibly add for this page. 

In the end I settled for retelling an old Christmas 
fable and quoting a verse from a favourite poem ... 
but then I met Connor. 

It was Hallowe’en, and as I had heard children’s 
voices before my doorbell was rung, I opened the 
door expecting them but was surprised instead to 

encounter a young man showing me a crumpled 
identification paper. My instinct was that he 
wanted to sell me something, and being aware of 
stories of exploitation and conmen, I was neither 
welcoming nor interested in his bag of samples. His 
story was that he had come out of prison and was 
now doing this so that he could earn a place at 
college and have the education he had missed. All I 
wanted was to get rid of him, but I do find it hard 
to say no. And more importantly, I wondered 
whether I could return comfortably to my warm 
fireside, while presumably he would continue 
carrying his heavy bag and knocking on other doors 
where he was not welcome. 

So I chose something, but then discovered that I 
could not find my purse, so I sent him away for ten 
minutes and told him to bring some change when 
he returned. He did, but by that time I had become 
more interested in him and found out his name, 
where he would sleep that night, how long he 
would have to do this work, and that eventually he 
wanted to go back to his home in Hartlepool. I 
think I was his only customer so far that evening, 
and he seemed surprised when I shook his hand 
and wished him well. He smiled and thanked me 
before walking down the path and away into  
the darkness. 

I know I shall never see him again, but will always 
wonder whether he was as he claimed and I hoped 
– someone trying to begin a new life – or just a very 
persuasive conman. For if he was the first he 
deserves help to begin again, and if he was the 
second he needs help even more. I can’t really 
explain either why I thought Connor’s story seemed 
right for this page instead of that fable, so I will just 
end as I intended with the last verse from G. K. 
Chesterton’s ‘The House of Christmas’. I love the 
poem, which seems to say so much for so many 
people; even perhaps that young man whose life 
touched mine so briefly on a dark evening on the 
last day of October. 

To an open house in the evening 
Home shall men come, 

To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 

To the end of the way of the wandering star, 
To the things that cannot be and that are, 

To the place where God was homeless 
And all men are at home. 

Heather Riley 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 
our community. Please e-mail them to ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org or send them to Ursula 

Payne at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB.  
(Final editorial choice rests with Peter Seal, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Jean Gardner, local magazine 
distribution 
853482 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 
 

Contact us 

Pray as though everything depended on God. 

Work as though everything depended on you. 

Attributed to St Augustine 


