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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly 
on Sunday evenings; please contact Katy 
Charles, twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday 
of the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a 
drink and a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 
849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda 
Russell-Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group usually on the first Monday 
of the month, 3–4.30 pm; please contact Talia 
Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting usually 
on the first Monday of the month, 8–9.15 pm; 
please contact Christine Bennett, 852681 

 Monday homegroup please contact Chris 
Sharp, 849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, meeting fortnightly to 
study book 6 of the Pilgrim course; please 
contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the 
parish rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, meeting fortnightly, 
7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter & Irene 
Casey, 808776 

Children and young people 
welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am Family 
Communion for all ages with DIY crèche and 
band (opportunity for children to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children and 
young people (5 different age-groups) plus a 
DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family service 
with craft activities at 4 pm every third Sunday 
of the month, with refreshments afterwards 

 St Paul’s children’s choir, with games sessions: 
Mondays 5.30–6.30 pm, leader Jonathan 
Upfold 

 annual show – drama, music and costumes – 
for children and young people, whether you 
have any links with the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 844878, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the week 
with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week 9.15 am–2.15 pm 
in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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From the rector 

 

Sunday services: 
September Bible readings 
 
3 Sept 
10 Sept 
17 Sept 
24 Sept 

 
Romans 12: 9–21; Matthew 16: 21–28 [p. 294] 
Philippians 2: 6–11; John 3: 13–17 [p. 1183] 
Romans 14: 1–12; Matthew 18: 21–35 [p. 304] 
Proverbs 3: 13–18; Matthew 9: 9–13 [p. 1184] 

 

Dear friends, 

Staff holidays and print deadlines mean I’m writing at the end of July! We’ve had a really interesting 
and encouraging few weeks in the parish. The launch of our Building for Life Fund-raising Appeal for 
St Paul’s has gone really well. A significant number of people have already made gifts or pledges. 
Each of them has been thanked individually, but I want to add my public appreciation for this initial 
response. What it seems to say to me is, ‘We’re doing the right thing in the right way, which is the 
fruit of much very careful planning and lots of prayer’. I’m hugely grateful to Bill Lucas, who is 
leading our Fund-raising Appeal. Along with the churchwardens he and I are very sensitive to those 
who may be finding this process less easy. We are always ready to chat. 

Bill has written a moving piece about a newly envisioned St Paul’s ... and it’s my turn to be 
thoroughly practical. The reason we are doing what we are seeking to do is as a response to the 
limitations of our current church building, which are frustrating our mission. 

By way of an encouraging reminder, our urgent priorities are to make St Paul’s: 

 welcoming (i.e. new outer glazed doors, and with easy access for everyone) 
 safe (i.e. level floors, and complying with modern safeguarding legislation for both children 

and vulnerable adults) 
 warm (i.e. improved heating, especially important for older people, and with a medium-

term, sustainable-technology, ‘green’ plan) 
 hospitable (i.e. toilets, including for disabled people and baby changing; and a medium-

sized kitchen for serving food safely, to more people and more often). 

I feel sure you’ll agree that these are all fairly basic modern-day requirements which we would 
want as part of the church that we speak of as our ‘spiritual home’. 

On the Archers the other day, after Caroline’s memorial ceremony, Ed Grundy said to Oliver, ‘You 
and Caroline, you mended me. Now you can’t hardly see where the damage was.’ This struck me as 
such a beautiful thing to say of someone. Our faith, energised by our worship of God and lived in 
our daily lives, is at its most profound when it helps to ‘mend’ people. I found myself thinking, 
‘Within the boundaries of love there is no limit to our reality’. 

Thinking of the bigger picture of our lives, I came across this quote: ‘These things will destroy the 
human race: politics without principle; progress without compassion; wealth without work; learning 
without silence; religion without mystery; and worship without awareness’ (adapted from words of 
the late Tony de Mello of India). 

Like many of you, I guess, I find myself deeply troubled by Brexit and what shape our country might 
have in the future. This links with a thought I keep having, and which I’ve heard others express: life 
seems to have become so complicated. It seems there are rarely easy, clear-cut decisions that just 
seem to be ‘right’. 

September, along with January, is known to be one of the months when people make significant life 
decisions. If that’s where you find yourself, I hope you sense God’s guidance and feel God’s peace. 

With my prayers and every good wish. 

 
 

We’re grateful to all who 
send in photographs; this 
month they are by Mike 
Cattell, Vera Edwards, Ali 
Galvin, Kelvin Goodson, 
Katy Palacio, Ursula 
Payne, Gary Ruffell and 
Julia Seal 
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Fri 1–Sun 3 

Parish camping 
Avon Tyrrell 

Mon 4 

Book group 
Bereweeke Avenue, 3 pm 

Tues 5 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 6 

Mothers’ Union quiet day 
Wolvesey Palace, 10.30 am 

Beyond Ourselves committee 
Parish rooms, 2.30 pm 

Thurs 7 

Toddler group restarts 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Reformation lectures start 
Winchester University, 6.30 pm 

Fri 8 

Deadline for October magazine 
articles 

Sat 9 

Ride + Stride 
St Paul’s and St Matthew’s 

Sun 10 

Tom Simpson’s ordination 
Exeter Cathedral, 10 am 

Baptism of Harvey Champion 
St Paul’s, 12 noon 

Mon 11 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Puzzling Questions course 
St Paul’s, 7.30–9 pm 

Tues 12 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Children’s work team 
Vera’s home, 7.45 pm 

Wed 13 

PCC meeting 
Parish rooms, 7.45 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 14 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 17 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service 
St Paul’s, 4 pm 

Mon 18 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Puzzling Questions course 
St Paul’s, 7.30–9 pm 

Tues 19 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Building for Life fund-raising 
group 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Wed 20 

St Matthew’s planning group 
Westley Close, 7 pm 

Thurs 21 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Wheeler Jones trust 
St Barnabas’, 2 pm 

Sat 23 

Clarendon Way walk 
Dep. Winchester Cathedral, 
8 am 

Young musicians’ concert 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Sun 24 

Patronal Mattins followed by 
drinks 
St Matthew’s, 11.15 am 

Taizé service 
Winchester Cathedral, 6 pm 

Mon 25 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

Children’s choir 
St Paul’s, 5.30–6.30 pm 

Puzzling Questions course 
St Paul’s, 7.30–9 pm 

Tues 26 

Mothers’ Union AGM and 
Bring & Buy sale 
St Barnabas’, 2.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 27 

Music committee 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 28 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Deanery Synod 
Venue tbc, 7.30 pm 

Fri 29–Sat 30 

Craft exhibition 
St Matthew’s, 10 am–4 pm 

Sat 30 

PCC mission action planning 
Venue tbc, 9.30 am–1 pm 

Baptism of Xanthe Coleridge 
St Paul’s, 3 pm 

Sun 1 

Harvest Festival 
St Paul’s, 9.30 am; 
St Matthew’s 11.15 am 

Bring and share lunch 
St Paul’s, 12.30 pm 

Fri 6–Sun 8 

Men’s weekend 
Hilfield Friary 

Mon 16 

Friends’ conducted tour of the 
Palace of Westminster 
Westminster, 10.55 am 

Sat 28 

St Paul’s Fayre 
St Paul’s Hall, 10 am–noon 

S E P T E M B E R 

Diary dates 

O C T O B E R 



| 5 

 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Caroline, Polly Birch, Judy Golding, 
Julia Jones, Laura Liepins, Emma 
and Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, 
Sally Owens, Jean Reeder and  
Ruth Smith.

We offer our love, sympathy and 
prayers to close family and friends 
of those who have died recently, 
including Robin, Priscilla Elvin, 
Alison Jones, Peter Nash and  
David Rogers.

 
 

 

 
Mothers’ Union events   

Wed 6 September, 10.30 am, Wolvesey Palace: 
prayers and quiet day (please book via Brenda 
Pomeroy, 864047) 

Tues 26 September, 2.30 pm, Trussell Room, St 
Barnabas’: AGM and Bring & Buy sale in aid of the 
Angel Tree Project 

All are welcome – married, single, childless, male! 
 
Sponsored Ride + Stride  Sat 9 September – cyclists 
and walkers are challenged to visit as many 
churches as possible between 10 am and 6 pm. 
Money raised is shared between the parish and 
Hampshire and the Islands Historic Churches Trust 
(which has supported the parish over the long term 
and has recently made a generous donation to the 
building work at St Matthew’s). Please volunteer to 
be on a rota offering a friendly welcome, cold 
drinks and biscuits – sign up at the back of either 
church or contact Heather Ellis, 07933 477213, 
heather.ellis933@gmail.com. 
 
Puzzling Questions  This autumn Mary Copping is 
leading a ‘Puzzling Questions’ course, designed to 
be an open, unpressurised space for asking difficult 
things – and there certainly won’t be answers to all 
of them! Peter Seal led this course in 2015 and it 
was much valued by those who attended. 

It will run at St Paul’s on six Monday evenings, 
7.30–9 pm, using a variety of 
learning styles including a DVD 
and participants’ guide, with 
time to chat, listen to each other 
and reflect. 

11 September: Who am I? 
17 September: What is God like? 
25 September: What happens after I die? 
2 October: How can I be happy? 
9 October: Why is there suffering in the world? 
16 October: What is the spiritual world and how 
does it impact my life? 

To enrol or find out more, please contact Mary, 
07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 

Craft exhibition at St Matthew’s  Fri 29 and Sat 30 
September, 10 am–4 pm – an exhibition of 
exquisite and interesting crafts of all sorts. 
 
Harvest festival  We welcome your non-perishable 
gifts at our morning services on Sun 1 October, 
which will be shared between: 
 the Nightshelter – providing a safe and caring 

temporary home, and specialist support to 
enable people to escape homelessness and 
rebuild their lives 

 Trinity Winchester – offering life-changing 
opportunities for people who are homeless or 
suffering social deprivation 

 the Basics Bank, Bar End – supporting families 
and individuals on low incomes with food and 
other essentials 

No baked beans or pasta, please! 
 
Bring and share lunch at St Paul’s, Sun 1 October, 

12.45 pm. Come 
and enjoy delicious 
food, a glass of wine 
and excellent 
company! You’re 
especially welcome 

if you’re new to the parish. Please sign up at the 
back of either church or contact Sue Walker, 
850559, nsue.walker@googlemail.com. 
 
Friends’ events  Our most recent visit to the Houses 
of Parliament, in March 2015, was oversubscribed! 
Full details of our next conducted tour, on Mon 16 
October, are on the enclosed flyer. Membership 
has increased to 89, and we welcome new Friends 
Olive Coates, David and Ruth Mason, and Dennis 
and Elizabeth Wright. Suggestions for the 2018 
programme of events are welcome – do send them 
to Geoffrey Burnaby, birchmore1@talktalk.net. 
 
St Paul’s Fayre in aid of Building for Life at St Paul’s 
on Sat 28 October, 10 am–12 noon, with cakes and 
produce, bric-a-brac, books, crafts, recycled 
children’s clothes, toys and face painting. Please 
put the date in your diary! 
 

Family feedback 

Coming up 
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Faith development 
The days we’re in and the 

words, commas and full stops we use 
 
This was meant to be a theological reflection but, 
to be honest, feels like a bit of a ragbag of thoughts 
and quotations from things I’ve read recently. 

Caitlin Moran in the Times magazine (29 July 2017) 
writes with insight about the way life seems to be: 
‘On every level, from Westminster down to the 
street, Britain in 2017 simply does not know what it 
believes, what it wants, or what is possible. Let’s be 
honest: we are in an era of absolute chaos. This is 
what the data is, correctly, but obliquely, telling us. 
The public opinion is: “What on earth is going on?”’ 

I was on retreat a few weeks ago and was 
reminded by Mark Oakley (see below), who skilfully 
led us, of the huge value of poetry, which 
challenged my frequently prosaic approach to  
life. Engaging with some poems again felt 
expansive and liberating. I was reminded that the 
words of our worship and our hymns are often 
actually poetry. 

Clifford Longley in the Catholic weekly The Tablet 
(28 July 2017) explains that one of the reasons for 
altering some of the words in the worship of the 
Catholic Church is to make them intelligible. In 
other words, to help people understand. The Latin 
version of the Catholic Mass, and to a lesser degree 
the Authorised Version of the Bible and Cranmer’s 
words in the book of Common Prayer (i.e. as used 
at St Matthew’s), are good at conveying what can 
be described as ‘sacred mysteries’, where there are 
hints of hidden meanings that can never be fully 
expressed or explained. 

 

‘Sacred mysteries’ ... hints of 
hidden meanings that can never be 

fully expressed or explained 
 

Longley writes, ‘For instance, take the phrase from 
the Latin Gloria – Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
which is translated into English as “Seated at the 
right hand of the Father”. That is a solid mental 
image, stripped of poetry and mystery. Translating 

it into English rips away the veil that the Latin 
supplied. That veil served a purpose. It said: “Here 
is something out of reach, something more than 
poetic analogy, that should not be exposed to the 
merciless light of rational analysis”. The Gloria is a 
love poem, not a seating plan.’ 

Marian Partington, in her book If You Sit Very Still, 
explores the territory of traumatic loss, brutality 
and the restoration of the human spirit. In the 
chapter headed ‘Suffering and Healing’, she 
wrestles with the need to forgive those who 
murdered her sister. She writes, ‘Yes, [forgiveness 
and thereby healing] must involve giving up all 
hope of a better past and is the kind of full-stop 
that offers a new relationship with the present 
moment, with all that is arising now’. This phrase 
‘giving up all hope of a better past’, in the context 
of forgiveness, seems to me to be incredibly 
poignant and well worth reflecting on. 

 

Forgiveness and thereby healing 
must involve giving up 

all hope of a better past 
 

Mark Oakley in his book The Splash of Words writes 
in the introduction, ‘In the stories of the Gospels, 
Jesus opens eyes and helps people to see the world 
redefined. What he does so often is see where the 
hard little full-stop is in a life and transform it into a 
comma. He sees where a person is internally closed 
down, where others may have stifled their self-
value or hope, and he opens up a new chapter for 
them by helping them hear a new and fresh 
message of their value, vocation and dignity. 
Poetry, like the other arts, no matter how dark 
their subject, is in some way an invitation to fall in 
love with life again but a little deeper. The full-
stops of first impressions are given a little curly tail 
and become commas into a world as yet 
undiscovered, breaking through things that we are 
too good at.’ 

Peter Seal 
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Faith development 
Vocation 

 
It isn’t a word that is often 
used these days. It means 
‘calling’, and that implies 
that there must be 
someone doing it – which 
has to mean God! It was 
once used of nursing, 
teaching and what these 
days are called ‘the 
serving professions’. 
Nowadays, at least in 
church circles, it is almost 
exclusively used of the 
priesthood. That is a pity 
really, for to run smoothly society needs all sorts of 
jobs and professions, and God can be calling folk to 
any one of them. However, in the circles I have 
moved in over the past three-quarters of a century, 
it is the priesthood that I have had to focus on, so 
that is what I will write about. 

I have been very lucky and blessed in my life. My 
own ‘calling’ came when I was only 14 years old. 
My family was not a churchgoing one but in 1945, 
towards the end of the war, my mother suddenly 
said, ‘We must go to church on Sunday, to say thank 
you for still being alive’. I wasn’t that keen, but we 
went and began going regularly. The next thing was 
her saying to my sister and me that we ought to  
get confirmed. 

I didn’t want to go. I didn’t think I believed 
anything. But I went, and my confirmation class 
changed my life. I think I really 
fell in love with two people at 
that stage: Jesus, and Canon 
Holder – an old man who made 
Jesus come alive in my 
imagination, both by all he said 
and by what he himself was. By 
the time I was confirmed, I was 
also hoping for ordination, and 
I never lost that hope and 
perception. Indeed, in reality, I have 
it still. 

I think it must have been a bit of hero-worship; and 
what a wonderful role model Canon Holder was for 
me. I suspect that often, for men and women alike, 
the call comes less as an academic theory than as a 
desire to be and do what they see in their own 
clergy – which is odd, really, because clergy come in 
all shapes and sizes, personalities, strengths and 
weaknesses. No two of us are alike ... for which we 
can thank God. 

God calls in many different 
ways, and many resist for a 
while. But if God wants 
them, maybe wants you, in 
that role, you will only be 
happy when you let him 
get you there. In fact, it is 
not a decision anyone can 
make on their own. It is a 
long, hard road of 
discernment, prayer and 
training before we end up 
wearing that clerical collar. 
Even in the 1950s when I 

was starting out, that was true. 

At 18, while I was doing my national service in the 
RAF, I was sent to a weekend selection conference. 
These days it is called BAP (Bishops’ Advisory 
Panel). In those days it was CACTM (Central 
Advisory Council of Training for the Ministry). Over 
the years it has been called ABM (Advisory Board 
for Ministry) and for a while ACCM (Advisory 
Council for the Church’s Ministry). ACCM was 
usually pronounced as one word, and once when I 
went to chair such a weekend in Edinburgh for the 
Scottish Church and asked what they called theirs, 
they said ‘Sack ’em, of course’. I leave it to you to 
guess what the Welsh Church called theirs! 

I recommend anyone, woman or man, who starts to 
wonder whether God wants them in this way, to say 
so. They may be right, or they may be wrong – 

which is why prayer and time 
are spent listening to them, 
getting to know them, helping 
them to listen to God in their 
thoughts and their prayers. 

Since I had my own CACTM I 
have chaired many others, met 
hundreds of people over that 
time and shared in their 

discernment. As a result I know 
that God calls all sorts of people. There isn’t a ‘one 
shape fits all’, but it has to be a calling, and we have 
to spot that – for to recommend someone for 
training who is not truly called by God can lead to 
great unhappiness for them and for others. 

But if thinking about this, you (or anyone you know) 
would like to start exploring it, then please speak to 
someone, and who knows where it will go? Well, 
God does, of course, which is all that matters. So 
trust him, and find out! 

+John Dennis 

 

God calls in many different 
ways, and many resist for a 
while. But if God wants them, 
maybe wants you, in that role, 
you will only be happy when 
you let him get you there. 
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Work space and 
storage for 
flower arrangers 
and cleaners 

Office for staff and 
volunteers – the heart 
of the administrative 
hub of the parish, 
where enquiries are 
always welcome 

Altar dais remodelled 
in semi-circular shape 
– excellent for concerts 
and drama as well as 
worship 

GALLERY 
50 square metres more 
space available for church 
and community groups 
 
Community meeting room – 
a wonderful new space 

Seating that is 
comfortable, safe, 
stackable and 
enhances the beauty 
of the building 

Building for Life – a glimpse of the future 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Hebrews 11: 1 
 

As you come through the magnificent glass doors at 
St Paul’s your attention is drawn towards the east 
of the church. Curiously, this is not because the 
window or altar are particularly arresting, although 
I love the semi-circular communion space we now 
have. It is because sound not sight catches your 
senses in a most pleasing way as you enter. For it is 
the gentle bubbling water from a font placed just a 
few metres into the church that I notice. 

Walking past the font I head for the Resurrection 
Chapel for 20 minutes’ prayerful peace. It’s become 
something of a regular treat for me once a week 
after busy London days. Some of you will 
remember this as the vestry or parish office. Not 
now. It has been transformed into the most special 
private space I know in Winchester – a perfect 
place to stop and pray, or just simply be. I love the 
simple cross with its hollowed out figure which, 

apart from a simple wooden altar, is the only 
ornamentation. 

Coming back into the church I marvel at the 
expanse of beautiful stonework which so elegantly 
gives the space a sense of unity, connecting the 
different styles of the many hands that have 
shaped it over more than a century. On a cold 
February day such as this one, I realise that I am 
warm enough thanks to the underfloor heating, 
which radiates gently upwards! 

As I retrace my steps I am not surprised to see a 
meeting of our Parish Visitors with some of those 
they help on the mezzanine floor. It’s good to know 
that several of the older members of the group 
were able to use the lift rather than the stairs, and 
it’s great to savour the smells of hot food that drift 
out from our magnificent new kitchen ... 

 
 

Transforming St Paul’s – Phase 1 
 

  

Kitchen to enable 
hospitality, with food 
and drink served from 
a purpose-built facility 

Lift to new gallery – a 
visual expression of 
our commitment to 
including everyone 

Level stone flooring – 
this will be durable 
and beautiful, 
ensuring safe access 

Accessible toilet 
including baby-
change unit 

Children’s 
quiet area 

Lady Chapel re-using 
former chancel space – 
an ideal size for small 
services, with carpet to 
create a warm feel, 
especially for children 

Gallery area – providing 
additional seating and ideal 
for a choir rehearsal 

Vestry – 
providing all 
we need to 
prepare for 
worship, and 
doubling as a 
small office 

Resurrection Chapel 
– an intimate, quiet 
space for private 
prayer that can 
easily be kept warm 

Underfloor heating powered by 
air-source heat pump as part  
of our ‘green’ commitment 

South porch with new outer 
glazed doors that attract 
and welcome 

Font – a feature that 
catches your eye as you 
come into church – a 
reminder of God’s love 
springing up in everyone 

Wooden flooring with insulation – 
will blend well with the stone floor 
and the wood of the gallery 
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Reading this you’ve been experiencing two 
‘dreams’ of a future much to be desired – a kind  
of faith. The first is in words and the second in 
pictures. In different ways each illustrates how we 
are preparing our building to be even more 
hospitable and sacred. This is so we can better 
meet the needs of both our congregation and  
our community. 

It is ‘glimpses of the future’ such as these that 
motivate me in my role as Chair of our Building for 
Life Appeal. My story of an imagined February visit 
in a few years time is certainly not a parable of the 
kind that we share with the children each week. 
But it’s a story for our times, I think. 

Our thriving church has buildings that are no longer 
fit for purpose and, after many years of careful 
consultation, we have the conviction of our calling 

to prepare for things not yet seen, except in our 
dreams. 

Over the coming months I and the members of the 
Building for Life Fund-raising Committee will be 
doing our best, with all of your support, to raise the 
money we need to turn dreams into reality. 

We need about £850,000 – a huge amount – and 
we have made a really good start. From an earlier 
bequest and fund-raising activity we had £260,000 
put aside. In the few weeks since we launched the 
appeal to our two congregations we have gifts and 
pledges of some £140,000. 

That’s £400,000 towards our total of £850,000. We 
are nearly half way there. 

Praise be! Thank you all! 
Bill Lucas 

Please use this specially written prayer as we work towards a successful outcome.  

God our Father, 
we give you thanks for all the blessings 

you have shown your people in this city and this parish. 
We seek your continued guidance 
on our journey as pilgrim people. 

We ask that through your Holy Spirit 
you will bless our efforts 

to embrace the Building for Life campaign. 
Open our hearts and minds 
as we take these next steps 

and so enable us to continually grow 
as a community of believers. Amen. 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Eco Church: message in a bottle 

 
I hope you all enjoyed the summer. Probably most 
of us had an ice cream or a cool drink (maybe with 
a straw?), or perhaps on the rainy days you had a 
takeaway coffee. So why am I writing about this? 
Well, have you thought about how it was 
packaged? We like food and drink to be clean and 
the containers waterproof, don’t we? I remember 
how annoying it was when ice cream started to drip 
through the paper when I was a child. It ran down 
my arm, my T-shirt got dirty and my parents … 

This doesn’t happen any more, thanks to plastic or 
plastic-coated packaging. Unfortunately, though, 
these waterproof materials last a bit too long – in 
fact, up to 450 years. (Or maybe longer; we don’t 
really know, because synthetic plastics have been 
produced for only about 100 years.) 

Of course there are other materials that last for 
hundreds of years, like bronze, iron, steel or 
concrete. And because it is easier and cheaper to 
recycle them than to produce them from scratch, 
they have all been recycled for centuries. Even 
concrete is broken down and re-
used for foundations of buildings 
and roads. However, none of 
them can be produced as cheaply 
as plastic, and therefore none has 
such widespread use. Sadly, not 
all plastics can be melted and re-
used, and furthermore, the burning 
of plastics causes toxins and air pollution. 

According to Greenpeace, we’ve produced 8.3 
billion metric tons of plastics since the 1950s. 
That’s enough plastic to cover every inch of the UK 
ankle-deep more than ten times over. Of that 
staggering total, a whopping 79% has ended up in 
landfill or the natural environment, including our 
oceans. Just 9% was recycled. And the problem is 
set to get worse. About half of all plastics produced 
between 1950 and 2015 were made since 2002; 
42% of these were for single-use packaging. 

Did you come across any dirty plastic rubbish on 
the beach this summer, or while walking in the 
countryside? Not only is it dirty, but it can affect 
our health as plastic enters the food chain. One in 
three fish caught for human consumption now 
contains plastic. In seawater, plastic absorbs 
chemicals like PCBs and DDTs, which have been 
linked to hormone-related conditions and even 
some cancers; they become more powerful as they 

work their way up the food chain. Birds, fish and 
other marine wildlife get entangled in plastic or  
die from choking on it. This summer, Greenpeace 
have found very concerning evidence on  
Scotland’s remote beaches (see 
www.greenpeace.org.uk/what-we-
do/oceans/plastics). 

Have you heard about the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch? In the North Pacific, a slowly swirling 
whirlpool of ocean currents twice the size of France 
collects plastic debris. It is predicted that it will 
double in size in the next 10 years if we don’t 
change our habits. It has been estimated that it 
would take 67 ships a year to clean up less than 1% 
of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. But scooping it 
up does not resolve the problem, as a lot of it sinks 
to the bottom of the oceans. And it seems likely 
that there is another plastic patch in the South 
Pacific too. 

However, there is some good news too. The UK 
government recently proposed a ban on the plastic 

microbeads that are used in rinse-
off personal care products such as 
cosmetics, shower gels and 
toothpaste. It is one step in the 
right direction, as we need to stop 
producing plastic that is used for 
only a few minutes. 

So what about the ‘message in a bottle’? The 
introduction of a deposit returns system would 
help to recycle more plastic. Basically, you pay a 
small deposit whenever you buy a plastic bottle 
and you get it back if you return the empty  
bottle. The bottles can be recycled, and we know 
from other countries that it reduces plastic 
pollution significantly. 

What can each of us do? 

 stop using plastic bags 

 avoid buying plastic if there are non-plastic 
alternatives 

 buy items with as little plastic packaging as 
possible; larger items have less plastic per 
volume 

 recycle plastic bottles, including collecting 
them where you find them lying around 

 support campaigns by Greenpeace or 
Surfers Against Sewage (www.sas.org.uk/). 

Max Priesemann 

  

You shall not pollute the 
land in which you live. 

Numbers 35: 33 
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Beyond Ourselves 
 

Langley House Trust  
We have recently started 
supporting the Langley House Trust, 
a Christian charity that provides offender 
rehabilitation services across England. Its vision is 
of a crime-free society where no-one is unfairly 
disadvantaged or excluded because of their past – 
this means safer communities, fewer victims and 
restored lives. 

In 2016 the trust launched ‘Pathways to Change’, 
an exciting rehabilitative community programme, 
at its Elderfield project in Otterbourne. It is based 
on the mentoring scheme ‘Challenge to Change’, 
which starts working with people while they are 
still in prison and continues the contact after they 
are released. On average, courses last about six 
months. Cognitive behavioural therapy is used to 
challenge the patterns of thinking and behaviour 
that previously led to criminal lifestyles. 

Participants are enrolled in a structured 
programme incorporating victim awareness, 
community enterprise, training and social-value 
projects that serve the local community. They also 
take part in ‘Ways to Work’, developing their skills 
to increase employment prospects when they 
move on to independent living. 

Pathways to Change takes adult male offenders 
over the age of 18 who are at medium to high risk 
of reoffending and those who demonstrate two or 
more of the following needs: 

 lack of self-management, decision-making 
and problem-solving skills 

 reduced cognitive skills 
 low levels of interpersonal skills. 

They can attend on a drop-in basis or as residents; 
the accommodation has large grounds, giving the 
opportunity of horticultural training. A strong ethos 
of community living and accountability is promoted 
and the participants cook and eat together. The 
programme is open to people of all faiths and 
none, and it offers everyone the chance to explore 
their own beliefs and consider how faith may affect 
their future choices. 

What does Langley mean to me? 

‘The people here really listen to you – I’ve never 
had that before – they really do care. I’d tell 
anyone struggling with drugs to take a Drug 
Rehabilitation Requirement and get to Langley!’ – 
Jennie 

‘It’s a great breathing space where you can get 
away from issues and get your head straight. My 
life imploded when I was 25. For years before that 

I’d struggled with mental health 
issues but I didn’t really understand 
where it had come from. I didn’t 
feel like I was a person. If you’d 

have asked me two years ago if I thought I’d be 
close to where I am now I would have laughed at 
you – or cried.’ – Mike 

Winchester Churches’ 
Nightshelter 
Our congratulations go to the winner of the 2017 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

The 230 wonderful volunteers at the Winchester 
Churches’ Nightshelter have received this 
prestigious award from the Queen to honour their 
outstanding contribution to their local community. 
Described as the equivalent of an MBE, the QAVS is 
the highest accolade given to volunteer groups 
across the UK. 

Nightshelter Manager Michele Price said, ‘It is 
wonderful to see our volunteers recognised for 
their ongoing and selfless support. Without them, 
we would not be able to provide our extensive 
service to those suffering homelessness in 
Hampshire. The Nightshelter operates with just 13 
mainly part time paid staff: our volunteers are the 
beating heart of the organisation. Their invaluable 
contributions are the cornerstone in which the 
Nightshelter can continue its vision to enable 
people to escape homelessness. 

The Nightshelter’s new PR Co-ordinator Hannah 
Gurnham recently wrote: ‘Life at the Nightshelter 
never slows down. This month we’ve said goodbye 
to four residents who are happily moving on into 
new accommodation, and celebrated with another 
who has successfully interviewed for a job with a 
local components company. It’s always fantastic to 
see residents making such positive progress. 

‘Did you know that we give out blankets and 
sleeping bags to rough sleepers even during hot 
spells? Our stock cupboard is running low and 
needs replenishing, so if you have any good-quality 
second-hand blankets or sleeping bags, please drop 
them directly at the Nightshelter [or leave them in 
the box at the back of St Paul’s].  

‘Every month we update our Most Wanted Items – 
small things that can make a really big difference to 
the Nightshelter. This month we’re in need of black 
bin bags, tin foil, toilet rolls, biscuits, tins of custard 
and squash. Each year, donations of food and 
domestic items save us around £27,000 – vital 
money we can allocate to other services. Thank you 
all so much for your support.’ 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves committee 
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Laon, twinned with Winchester 
 
Driving from England into Laon in northern France 
about 12 years ago, we were greeted with a sign 
saying ‘Laon, twinned with Winchester’. We had no 
fixed plans for the night, but this sign – news to us 
– encouraged us to stay there and explore a bit. We 
loved this walled, medieval cathedral city on a hill, 
full of character and now spreading down 
below onto the plain. The population is 
less than half that of Winchester, and we 
were proud to discover we were 
associated with it. Since then we have got 
to know some of the friendly residents, as 
we became involved in a small way with 
the twinning association. 

Earlier in July this year the Laon–
Winchester exchange visited Winchester, 
and we were fortunate to host two 
delightful grandmothers who came as part of the 
group choir, La Villanelle. We had much in 
common, spoke a good mix of Franglais and 
laughed a great deal. ‘Where is the sign saying 
“Winchester twinned with Laon”?’ they wanted  
to know, and we had to confess we had never  
seen one. 

Their weekend was highly organised and included a 
rehearsal and concert in Chandlers Ford and a day 
visit to the Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth.  

I couldn’t go to that one as I was playing the organ 
in the morning at St Matthew’s (and that was partly 
an excuse to speak English again for a day!) But 
later on, it occurred to me they might like to see 
the church on their way home, as I had told them 
all about it. They are both Catholic and one of them 

plays the organ for her church. 

So I met them and Hugh at the church and 
they were delighted with it, and 
interested too in Harry Wright’s exhibition 
of drawings. I invited them all up into the 
organ loft, where they wanted to hear me 
play. With great difficulty (why do French 
Catholics sing such different hymns?) we 
managed to find a couple of hymns they 
knew, then they sight-sang a couple more 
helped by Hugh and the organ. 

This was a highlight of their visit. ‘Up there we sang 
for peace in the world’, they said. And Vive 
l’Angleterre, vive la France. I think others in the 
group would have loved the church too. And  
why are we so reticent about proclaiming our 
association with Laon? Our post-Brexit friendships 
with other Europeans, especially those we are 
twinned with, will be even more important in  
the future. 

Sue Woodd 

  

The parish has since sent a gift to contribute 
to the support of these very needy refugees. 
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Winchester City Centre Chaplaincy in the Law Courts 
Apart from the paid Lead Chaplain, the rest of the team are 

volunteers. On a regular basis, they visit workplaces in the city 
such as shops, the market place, Winchester City Council  

and a mother and baby group. 
 
In the spring of this year I responded to an advert 
to join the chaplaincy team based at the Law Courts 
in Guildhall Square. I expect that many of us often 
think about how we can take our faith out of 
church on a Sunday and witness to it in our 
everyday lives. When I saw the chaplaincy advert, I 
felt immediately that this was something for me. I 
have been a lawyer for many years and enjoy 
working in the court environment, but this was a 
chance simply to be there for everyone coming into 
contact with the courts. I joined four people from 
churches across Winchester who make up the Law 
Courts chaplaincy team. 

 

I expect that many of us often 
think about how we can take our 

faith out of church on a Sunday and 
witness to it in our everyday lives 

 

It has been good to be part of a team of fellow 
Christians, and we have supported each other as 
we settle into our new roles. We visit the courts on 
a weekly or fortnightly rota and our role is simply 
‘to listen, to support and to encourage’ wherever 
we are needed. We provide a service both to 
everyone who works in the court building and to all 
court users. 

Winchester is a wealthy city but the Crown Court 
serves a very large area, meaning that people arrive 

there every day from all over the county to have 
their cases heard. It’s not easy stuff – over the past 
six months we have sat in on murder trials and 
cases involving domestic violence, abuse, assault 
and drugs. 

Sitting in the public areas, we can find ourselves 
alongside defendants in criminal cases, victims of 
crime – and the families of both. We can encounter 
people experiencing anger, distress, bereavement 
and shame. 

 

We can encounter people 
experiencing anger, distress, 

bereavement and shame 
 

Sometimes we are asked to pray with, or for, the 
people we come across, or those they have come 
to support. My role at the law courts has brought 
home to me that none of us can judge what others 
have done, and that God is full of forgiveness  
and mercy. 

Please pray for all those involved in the chaplaincy 
team, and that our new Lead Chaplain, Debbie 
Veel, is able to take forward this exciting project. If 
anyone is interested in learning more about the 
chaplaincy’s work, please contact 
chaplain@winccc.org.uk. 

Mary Siddall 

 

Sometimes it’s tough being a parent 
Two hours out of your week could make a big  

difference to someone else’s 
 

Home-Start Winchester & 
Districts is looking for new 
volunteers who could  
support a family that is  
feeling overwhelmed. 

The next course starts on Thurs 
5 October at Lanterns Nursery School, Bereweeke 
Road, Winchester SO22 6AJ. 

Parents helping other 
parents – it’s as simple  
as that! 

Interested? Please contact 
Anne or Liz on 851177 or  
e-mail info@home-
startwinchester.org.uk.
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Sunday hall activities: 
thinking outside the box 

St Paul’s children’s choir 

Western Church School 
visits to our churches 

Performance of Carmen 
at St Paul’s 
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Happy birthday, Janet! 

Wedding of Alice Swan 
and David Wilson 

Friends’ trip to the 
Mary Rose exhibition 

Harry Wright exhibition 
at St Matthew’s 
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Faith development 
Book review: Martin Gardner,  

The Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener 
 

Stephen Adam’s sermon 
on Sunday 23 July, 
remarking on the dangers 
of arrogance and 
certainty, reminded me of 
a shocking fact in 
mathematical history. 
Gödel’s proof of 
incompleteness theorem 
states that there are 
truths we will never know 
with certainty to be true. 
It also prompted me to go 

back to Martin Gardner’s book (yet again), and re-
read several chapters. 

Gardner is (or used to be) well known as a 
mathematician who wrote in the Scientific 
American; many of his puzzles were published in 
book form. He also held a PhD in philosophy. 
During his long career he exposed the fallacies of 
many superstitions and illogical, supposedly 
scientific, thinking. He was impressively widely read 
in history, philosophy and science. 

The earlier chapters are all entitled ‘Why I am not a 
…’, with the completions of this phrase including 
solipsist, pragmatist, ethical relativist, pantheist 
and atheist. Later chapters deal with ‘Why I do not 
think God’s existence can be demonstrated’ and 
‘Prayer: why I do not think it is foolish’, followed by 
the issues of evil and immortality. 

The author reveals his own gradual journey from 
teenage leap of faith to rejection of much of 
Protestant fundamentalist religion – without 
abandoning his faith in a personal God, the power 
of prayer and immortality. He combines this faith 
with enormous respect for reason and science. 

 

From teenage leap of faith to 
rejection ... without abandoning 

faith in a personal God, the power 
of prayer and immortality 

 

Although I don’t concur with all his views (for 
example, why should his arguments for open-
mindedness about prayer not apply to miracles?), 
The Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener is a  
treasure-chest. 

The one-line introduction to Gardner’s book is 
followed by this quotation: Philosophy is concerned 
with two matters: soluble questions that are trivial, 
and crucial questions that are insoluble (Stefan 
Kanfer 1982). 

Possibly, a fair summary of Gardner’s position 
would be that that there are some truths that can 
only be reached through the heart. The nineteenth-
century Spaniard Unamuno once pointed out that 
Psalm 43 does not say, ‘The fool has said in his 
head there is no God’. In similar vein, a recent BBC 
Four programme on robots (Hyper Evolution: Rise 
of the Robots, 26 July) concluded that the main 
thing now differentiating robots from humans is 
that they can think but not feel. 

 

There are some truths that can 
only be reached through the heart 

 

PS  Checking online (from you-know-who) that this 
book was still obtainable, I was delighted to find 
that before Gardner died, a later edition with an 
additional postscript to many chapters was 
published in 1999, and it is still available in 
paperback, both new and second-hand . Otherwise 
my writing of this review and your reading of it 
would have been a waste of time. 

Sheila Wilson 

Myanmar invitation 
A key partnership for 
our diocese is with 
the Anglican Church 
in Myanmar 
(formerly Burma). 
On the morning of 
Sat 9 September 
Jonathan Frost 
(Bishop of 

Southampton), Paul Moore (Archdeacon for 
Mission) and Andrew Robinson (Chief Executive of 
the diocese) will be holding the 2017 Myanmar 
Gathering at North Stoneham and Bassett Parish 
Hall. You are warmly invited to attend. 

If you’d like to find out more about the Winchester 
Diocese’s links with Myanmar and other 
partnerships, please contact Revd Brian Wakelin, 
brian.wakelin@ccwinch.org.uk. 

  



| 17 

Always reforming: the continuing impact of the Reformation 
A series of lectures celebrating the 500th anniversary 

of the Reformation 
 
7 Sept, 6.30 pm, King Alfred 
Campus, University of Winchester; 
register at www.eventbrite.co.uk 
(free of charge) 

Prof. Tom Greggs: ‘“The God who  
is transcendent in our midst” 
(Bonhoeffer): divine and  
creaturely action according to  
the Reformation’ 

Is the church something that God 
does or something that humans do? What does it 
mean to speak of the church as the body of Christ? 
How is the church an agent of salvation? 
 
18 Sept, 7 pm, Wessex Centre, Winchester 
Cathedral; tickets £5 (or £16 for the series), from 
box.office@winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

Revd Dr Susan Durber: ‘Renewal and reform: 
finding common ground on the Reformation after 
the ecumenical movement’ 

How have perspectives on the Reformation 
changed since our churches have grown closer and 
begun to listen to each other’s stories? Is Thomas 
Cromwell now redeemed by fiction, or history? 
How is it that Protestants can now go on pilgrimage 
and Catholics read the Bible is small groups?  
What, from this year of commemorations, might 
take us forward as the one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic church? 
 
20 Sept, 7 pm, Wessex Centre; tickets £5 

Dr Michael Jagessar: ‘A reforming imagination: 
conversation points for today’ 

Sixteenth century Europe witnessed political, 
intellectual, cultural and religious upheaval that 
reshaped Europe. I am interested in the impulses 
around the reforming imagination, the complexities 
and compromises of/by its deployment then and 
over the years, and both the relevance and 
challenges of a reforming habit for today. Should a 
reformer be nailing some theses today: what would 
these be? I shall be speaking as a minority within a 
minority ecclesial tradition that is supposed to be 
both uniting and reforming. 
 
25 Sept, 7 pm, Wessex Centre; tickets £5 

Prof. Neil Messer: ‘The calling of creatures like us: 
thinking with Reformation traditions about what it 
means to be human’ 

What does it mean to live well as a human being? 
Are there particular ways of being human that fulfil 

what a human life is supposed to 
be about? Questions like these 
might not often be asked 
explicitly, but many areas of 
modern life – from the practice of 
health care to economics and 
politics – depend on answers to 
them. Focusing particularly on the 
practice and ethics of health care, 
this lecture will offer a test-case  
of how a sixteenth-century 

theological movement can engage with the 
problems and questions of twenty-first century life. 
 
26 Sept, 7 pm, Wessex Centre; tickets £5 

Prof. John Barclay: ‘Luther, Paul and the radical 
power of grace’ 

Did the Reformation misunderstand Paul? Here 
Luther’s focus on Christ as the unmerited gift of 
God, with its radical consequences for the church, 
will be linked positively to Paul’s mission theology, 
where the incongruity of grace – its mismatch  
with the worth of its recipients – helped found 
innovative communities where ethnic boundaries 
were crossed and social norms recalibrated. There 
are therefore rich resources, in both Paul and 
Luther, for rethinking the radical power of grace in 
our contemporary cultural context. 

Friends’ Mary Rose trip 
Twenty-five people took the coach trip to 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard to visit the Mary 
Rose exhibition on a wet and windy 22 July. Leaving 
St Paul’s at 9.30 am, Chris of Mervyn’s Coaches 
gave us a smooth trip, and at 10.20 we were 
ushered into the dockyard by a side entrance. The 
exhibition, which is now a dynamic, multifaceted 
display on several layers, gives you the impression 
of being inside the Mary Rose, which sank in 
Portsmouth Harbour in 1545. Around the vessel, 
individual displays show how life was lived in one of 
Henry VIII’s fighting warships. Most of us took up 
the option of a boat tour around the harbour, 
where a number of Royal Navy and commercial 
vessels are moored. After refreshments at one of 
the many restaurants, we left Portsmouth at 3.30 
pm. Everyone enjoyed the day, and in an informal 
survey, 24 said they would like to join another 
coach trip organised by the Friends (the final one 
saying ‘maybe’). 

Geoffrey Burnaby 
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Concert at St Matthew’s 
You are invited to a Young Musicians’ Concert at St 
Matthew’s, as part of the programme of cultural 
events to celebrate the restoration and re-ordering 
of the church. A number of young people from our 
parish will sing and perform instrumental pieces. 
The soirée will take place on Sat 23 September at 
6.30 pm, lasting about an hour, and refreshments 
will be served afterwards. Entrance is free, with a 
retiring collection, but as space is limited please 
ring Dick Wilkinson on 865705 or Gary Ruffell on 
881513 to reserve your place. 

The archdeacon’s purse 
The title may ring a bell with anyone who had to 
study the Canterbury Tales. It came to mind when 
the churchwardens (including me) attended the 
Archdeacon’s Visitation at Romsey Abbey in June. 
After election by the parish, churchwardens are 
required to attend each year. 

The Venerable Dr Peter Rouch, Archdeacon of 
Bournemouth, was officiating. It is always a 
surprise to see how many churchwardens (and 
some supporting clergy, and others) attend these 
meetings, as there are several others at different 
locations and dates. The abbey was well filled – and 
it is a large place. 

We were thanked for our work as churchwardens, 
especially those who had had to manage without 
their rector or vicar for a period during the past 
year due to illness or retirement. There followed a 
service of ‘Celebration of the Ministry of 
Churchwardens’ with hymns, prayers and a Bible 
reading from Proverbs 4: 1–11, 18–23, which 
contained the theme for the service and the 
archdeacon’s sermon: ‘Above all, guard your heart, 
for from it flow the springs of life’. 

At the appropriate point in the service, the 
churchwardens were required to declare that they 
would ‘faithfully and diligently discharge the duties 
of the office of churchwarden for the parish’. The 
archdeacon then stated that he admitted them to 
the office of churchwarden. 

I had to look up the significance of the 
‘Archdeacon’s Purse’. It is in the Prologue to the 
Canterbury Tales, in the section about the 
Summoner, whose job it was to bring sinners 
before the archdeacon, who had the power to 
excommunicate. But a donation to the church 
normally sufficed to forestall such a penalty, so the 
archdeacon’s purse took the place of his curse. 

The archdeacon also apparently had the power to 
issue a writ of De excommunicado capiendo, the 
first word of which was significavit. The writ was 
founded on the archdeacon’s or the bishop’s 
certificate signifying that the sinner was 
excommunicated, and it required the sheriff to 
imprison him until he became reconciled to the 
Church. Chaucer’s actual words were: 

Purse is the archdeacon’s hell 
But of cursing ought each guilty man him dread 
And also ’ware him of a significavit. 

I have so far been unable to discover the other 
words of the writ, and if anyone knows them, I 
would be interested to hear from them. It is 
believed that this power of the bishop/archdeacon 
no longer exists. Oh for the good old days! 

Mike Russell-Smith

Clarendon Way walk 
Saturday 23 September 2017 

in aid of Building for Life at St Paul’s 

The annual sponsored Clarendon Way walk is 
back this September, and we’re looking for fit 
(and not-so-fit) walkers to don their walking 
boots and tread some, or just a little of, the 
Clarendon Way. Starting at Winchester 
Cathedral and arriving in Salisbury Cathedral 
just in time for Evensong (or maybe not) this is 
a great way to do some exercise in the beautiful 
countryside and get to know people better, 
while raising money for Building for Life at  
St Paul’s. 

1  Winchester Cathedral to Salisbury Cathedral: 
‘all the way’ 
8 am–5.30 pm, 24 miles 

2  Farley Mount to Kings Somborne 
9.45–11.05 am, 3¾ miles 

3  Farley Mount to Broughton 
9.45 am–12.35 pm, 7¼ miles 

4  Broughton to Salisbury Cathedral: ‘half way’ 
1–5.30 pm, 12 miles 

5  Pitton to Salisbury Cathedral 
3.50–5.30 pm, 5 miles 

Co-ordinator/Leader needed for options 2 and 
3, which might work well for young people  
and families. 

Please sign up at the back of  
church! For further details,  
contact Peter Seal, 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
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Children’s and youth work update 
 

Assistants for our Sunday morning groups   
Oli Wilson Smith, doing Media Studies at 
Winchester University, has been with us since July, 
leading the Destination and Transition groups 
combined; the children and young people have 
really warmed to him. He has also been engaging 
with many of the congregation and feels happy to 
be with us. We continue to advertise for an 
assistant for the Destination group to start in 
September, plus someone to lead the children in 
the hall. 

Scramblers (pre-school age)  One Sunday the 
children made a ‘Noah’s Ark’ from boxes. They sat 
in it and sent a ‘dove’ out to find the land, then 
made their own arks. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  
During one session the children wrote down any 
worries they had and threw them in a box. They 
were helped to talk their concerns through. After 
that they painted a pebble with a design on one 
side and their worry on the other. They came up 
with the idea of doing a positive pebble too. 

Destination (Years 6–8) and Transition (Year 9 
upwards)  Recently these two groups have been led 
by Oli. One week they talked about authority – 
what sort Jesus had, and what sort of authority is 
found in the contemporary world. They also played 
(and enjoyed) a fun game. 

Meditation  We have tried using calming music for 
the children’s quiet time. Kathleen Freeman, Mary 
Copping and Peter Seal have had discussions about 
how best to do meditation with the children, 
knowing that it has such a beneficial effect. 
Sessions restart in September. 

Children’s social  This was held at Vera Edwards’ 
home and there were lots of games, and paddling 
in a small pool. Adults and children alike got  
to know each other a bit better outside the  
church environment. 

Under-fives’ service  At the end of the summer 
term there was a lovely service with children and 
families from pre-school, the toddler group and 
others. We talked about God’s wonderful creation 
and there were songs and a story. Then the 
children iced buns to take home and parents/carers 
chatted over coffee at the end. It is really good for 
the church, the pre-school and toddler group to 
work together in these services. 

Child protection  We had an excellent training 
session for people working with children and 
vulnerable adults, led by Jackie Rowlands, 

Safeguarding Officer for the diocese. In all, 25 
people attended, including some from other local 
churches. It was good to be updated on our 
responsibilities with regard to all that we do with 
children and adults at St Paul’s and St Matthew’s. 

Open Evening on children’s work at St Paul’s  
Thank you to all who came to this – a good 
number. There was discussion first about what 
people wanted for their children from church 
groups. Ideas included a sense of belonging, a good 
foundation for their faith, opportunities for roles to 
develop their confidence, help to be outward-
looking and lots of friendships. It was felt that the 
children and young people get much of this at 
St Paul’s. 

Everyone was then asked to think about what  
could be better – answers included more good 
resources (other than the ROOTS material) for use 
in the groups; the need for alternative formats  
such as film and video clips; increased interaction 
with the whole congregation; and more volunteers 
to help with the children’s groups. Mary and  
Peter were pleased to hear all the positives that 
were said and were grateful for the suggestions  
for improvements. 

Thursday toddler group  Jan Falkingham has stood 
down from this after five years of committed 
volunteering. She has seen the toddler group grow, 
and we thank her for her faithful and caring work. 
Some mums from the group have offered to lead it 
in the autumn term – very good news – and Mary 
will meet them in early September to plan for the 
term ahead. 

Mary Copping 

 

Child-friendly services 
St Paul’s @ 4, an informal family service, 
happens at St Paul’s every 3rd Sunday  
at 4 pm, with a committed group of volunteers. 
It often attracts families who don’t come on 
Sunday mornings, as well as those who do. 

 

Our next one is on 
17 September and 

the theme is 
‘Harvest – the seed 

sower’. Do invite 
families you know. 
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The pre-school on our doorstep 
Let me tell you a little about the Early Years setting 
on your doorstep. Pre-school has been a part of the 
Fulflood community for over 30 years, and most of 
those have been spent at St Paul’s Hall. 

Initially a community playgroup organised and run 
by parents, the pre-school has grown in the past 15 
years into an Early Years setting run by a team of 
dedicated and highly qualified educators. Still 
governed by a committee of parents, it is attended 
by 42 two-, three- and four-year-olds. The pre-
school is registered with both Hampshire County 
Council and OFSTED; their latest inspection, in June 
2015, rated us ‘outstanding’. 

Not wanting to blow our own trumpet, I am 
confident that every teacher in the team at St 
Paul’s Pre-school truly believes they can enable 
children and families to develop and learn as they 
mature. The team of seven Early Years educators 
hold Level 3, Foundation Degree, Early Years 
Teacher Status and Qualified Teacher Status; these 
are topped up with First Aid, Food Hygiene, 
Safeguarding and a variety of other Continuous 
Professional Development courses. 

The pre-school can also be counted as a ‘teaching 
for teachers’ setting as we have received and 
supported many students – from secondary school 
pupils doing work experience to undergraduates 
coming to us to complete their training. So far, 
teachers at pre-school have mentored students 
from Winchester University, Middlesex University, 
Peter Symonds College, the University of Madrid 
and Zaragoza Teacher Training College. 

From September 2017, St Paul’s Pre-school will be 
opening its doors to young children 9.15–2.15 
every day. This extension to the hours is to allow 
the setting to come closer to fulfilling the 
government’s latest initiative offering families 30 
hours of free childcare. As we stand at present, the 
pre-school will not be offering the full 30 free 
hours. We are waiting to hear how the local 
authority might bridge the funding gap if we were 
in a position to have all the available hours funded 
by government. 

To ensure that the pre-school is in a position to 
offer high-quality care and education to the current 
42 families on our register, the committee last year, 
chaired by Clare Sheppard and Laura Broadhurst, 
worked tirelessly. They approached Steve Brine, 
MP, and held meetings with Caroline Dinenage, the 
minister then responsible for Early Years, and her 

policy advisors, and with the 
local authority. 

The committee organised a 
successful Christmas 
shopping evening, a car-boot 
sale, and many of you will 
know about the Pico Players 
concert and children’s 
workshop. At the same time, 
members of the parent 
community and committee 
worked collaboratively 
tidying up the meadow and 
the garden area, planting a 
sensory garden. Other 
parents constructed a ‘mud 
kitchen’, recycling wooden 
pallets, and during the 
summer holidays a parent 
and his work colleagues 
came to help tidy things up 
for the new school year.   
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Expanding children’s 
experiences by encouragement 
‘So much work and effort for what?’ I hear you say. 
The answer is peppered with examples of 
expanding children’s experiences by 
encouragement. The efforts to keep the pre-school 
on its feet are sustained because families are really 
happy with the way the team runs. Five educators 
work together every day, leading key groups where 
children learn to have a voice and use it. Each child 
is encouraged to try, even when the reaction might 
be, ‘I can’t!’ The response is always, ‘You can try!’ 

Teachers observe and get to know the children, 
finding individual ways to promote learning and 
giving them opportunities to be the ‘more 
experienced’ person, leading the teaching when 
others want to learn something. This can be seen at 
the snack table, when a more experienced three-
year-old was observed saying to a hesitant, 
younger three-year-old, ‘I can help you … you hold 
the cup and I can pour the milk’! When working on 
balancing skills, a less experienced young person 
might call for help and a more confident young 
gymnast come along saying, ‘I’ll hold your hand, 
and then you can do it’. 

Some time ago I had the opportunity to appreciate 
the contrast between our method of learning and 
more prescriptive ones. A family 
from a different cultural 
background settled in 
Winchester for a short period, 
and their four-year-old attended 
pre-school for two terms. The 
girl found it quite tricky to come 
into the playroom and decide 
how to take part in the many 
play and learning opportunities 
on offer; she needed guidance 
and encouragement to make her 
own choices, and then a teacher 
had to be close at hand to 
support and reassure her that 
she was doing the ‘right’ thing. 

At the easel, she was encouraged to paint, but she 
said she couldn’t do it because she didn’t know the 
right way. We explained she couldn’t do anything 
wrong – whatever she painted would be perfect 
because it would be how she expressed herself – 
but she could not understand this. Some time later, 
while everyone was playing in the meadow, I sat 
down with a group of budding artists and painted 
arches of colour on a piece of paper. The girl 
looked at my creation, copied it exactly and then 
told everyone else that this was the right way of 
painting a rainbow – if they didn’t do it this way it 
would be wrong. 

The experience highlighted for me the way our 
children are free, within boundaries, to choose 
activities, learning by playing, by practising, by 
failing and trying again. Our teachers feel strongly 
that learning should be child-led, with the teacher 
steering, developing mutual respect and care for 
each other. An interest in knowing grows – finding 
out how things work, asking questions and 
searching for answers. 

We love to work and play here. The space around 
the church feels like the lungs of the community: 
space for breathing, for exploring, for taking those 
first steps into the big, wide world. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to work with St Paul’s Church. Mary 
Copping comes to pre-school to tell us stories, and 
we go into church for our celebrations, welcomed 
by Katy Palacio, Jan Falkingham and Mary ... and, 
by extension, by the church family at St Paul’s. 

Please come and visit if you’d like to see what we 
do … and if you do, come prepared! You might end 
up sharing your skills with a group of children, 
maybe reading a few stories or umpiring a cricket 
match in the meadow, or taking care of the garden, 
so you might need your wellies ... 

Silvia Brown, Supervisor 
St Paul’s Pre-school 
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From our elected representatives 
Health: tobacco control and family planning 

First of all, thank you to constituents for re-electing 
me as MP back on 8 June. I will go on working for, 
and representing, all residents to the best of my 
ability and will work with anyone for the benefit of 
Winchester. 

My work in parliament has changed somewhat 
since that election: the Prime Minister asked me to 
go to the Department of Health as a Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State. I am picking 
up the role of Minister for Public 
Health, Primary Care and Prevention, 
and am so pleased this will also allow 
me to be the Cancer Minister – 
something which means a great deal  
to me. 

Within the first few weeks in post, I 
published what we hope will be a 
landmark strategy in the fight against 
cancer. The Tobacco Control Plan has 
the ambition to see the first ‘smoke-free 
generation’ because, while we have made great 
strides in the right direction, over 200 deaths every 
day are still caused by smoking. Although smoking 
rates among young people and pregnant women 
have dramatically reduced, 8% of 15-year-olds still 
smoke, as do over 10% of pregnant women, with all 

the attendant risks of miscarriage, premature birth, 
stillbirth and neonatal complications. 

One of my responsibilities is in the area of 
international health, and that means I work closely 
across government with the UK aid programme. 
One of my first engagements since being appointed 
was to deliver a keynote speech at a Family 
Planning Summit in London, hosted by the UK 

government and attended by 
representatives from around the world. 
The event was part of efforts to reach 
our Family Planning 2020 goals. When 
women and girls have access to family 
planning, they are able to complete 
their education, create or seize better 
economic opportunities and fulfil their 
full potential – in short, entire families, 
communities and nations benefit. 

My work in the constituency remains 
unchanged. My Summer Tour will be taking place 
as usual during parliament’s recess (across August 
and September). It’s one of the best things I, and 
many MPs, do each year. You can check out full 
details at www.stevebrine.com. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester 

Winchester’s open spaces 

We are very fortunate in the St Paul ward to have 
easy access to Oram’s Arbour, which is a joy to 
many of all ages and abilities. It’s a truly wonderful 
open space that has people in it almost all the time 
– people walking to and from town, children 
playing, older children and adults involved in all 
sorts of informal games, dog walkers, people eating 
their lunch, picnicking and partying, people sitting 
on benches enjoying the views and watching the 
world go by, lovers, and all sorts of groups 
participating in different forms of keep fit ... not to 
mention the glorious Hat Fair. It is surrounded by 
houses at a convenient distance, is well maintained 
and feels safe. 

Not all open spaces are so lucky, and this month we 
have been giving our attention to others in the 
ward that don’t have these advantages: the play 
areas in Bath Place and Nursery Gardens in 
particular. These, too, are important, especially for 
those who live close to main roads and can benefit 
from places near their homes where children can 
play freely and safely. 

The upkeep of parks and open spaces is expensive, 
while the costs of inspecting and maintaining play 

equipment – which has to be done on a regular and 
frequent basis, daily for most equipment – makes 
sustaining these places increasingly difficult for a 
council with a tight budget and diminishing funding 
from central government. It is in this context that 
we’ve been discussing these two spaces. 

Nursery Gardens is a hidden gem, tucked behind 
the Hillier Nurseries on Romsey Road. It contains 
some unusual trees, planted when it was still in the 
nurseries, and it now forms part of a pedestrian 
route from Romsey Road to Greenhill Road and 
beyond. Some years ago local residents initiated its 
transformation, leading to many improvements: 
renewed planting, paths and railings as well as the 
installation of playful sculptures. Sadly it is now 
once again in need of more maintenance. 

Bath Place is different again. Here play equipment 
was installed as part of the overall development; it 
is relatively lightly used, and the cost of its 
maintenance has led to consideration of other 
options. Any comments on these spaces would  
be welcome. 

Liz Hutchison, Lucille Thompson and Martin Tod 
Councillors for the St Paul ward 
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Some thoughts about a return 

I am not sure why I am making this journey – 
perhaps because I know of too many people who 
have to, or perhaps just because I wanted to do it 
once more and share my thoughts about it on this 
page. First, however, I must remember the route, 
turning right at the second roundabout after 
leaving the motorway, then across the next one 
and past all the traffic lights until turning right 
again onto the road that leads to the huge buildings 
which are Southampton General Hospital. I know 
that there is wonderful care in them all, but I was 
always pleased that the oncology department is in 
a much smaller, separate one. 

As always, the surroundings are a 
chaotic mix of ambulances setting 
down patients, and building work – 
which appears to be to provide 
extra parking spaces, but while it is 
going on it makes the problem 
much worse. However, I do find a 
spot for my short stay, and as I go 
through the familiar door to the 
department, I seem to enter a 
different world of space, calm, restful colours and a 
smile of greeting. I explain why I have come and 
the receptionist is happy that I should visit the 
waiting room. Curiously, I don’t remember how 
many corridors and waiting areas there are, or that 
the predominant colour is blue. Perhaps there has 
been redecoration, and certainly the place where I 
waited has been rearranged, but once I’m there the 
memories come flooding back. 

I remember people sitting around, sometimes 
talking quietly or reading, or even working on the 
puzzle provided for us. I think it was the same one 
for all three weeks, as it had reached that daunting 
stage when all that is left is the sky, with hundreds 
of pieces of the same size and shade of blue. Of my 
companions, of course, I remember the lovely 
people who had brought me there and waited with 
me. But of the others, I particularly remember two. 
The first was a lady who sat surrounded by luggage, 
because of an exhausting commute for treatment 
each week from the Isle of Wight. The other was a 
beautiful young girl who rushed down the corridor 
shouting, ‘I’ve finished!’ She wore the tell-tale 

headscarf associated with chemotherapy, and we 
rejoiced with her. 

Of my therapy I remember a very large room with 
just a metal couch in the middle on which I was 
arranged carefully so that the ‘ray’ from the 
equipment overhead could be directed accurately. 
Then the staff retired behind a safety screen and I 
was left alone with the therapy and my thoughts – 
like wondering if there is a factory somewhere that 
does nothing but make those shapeless hospital 
gowns, and a paper mill responsible for those miles 
of blue paper put on every medical couch. Also 

from that sterile place I remember 
gratefully the encouraging addition 
of a beautiful picture on the ceiling 
of trees in blossom. 

I don’t remember how long the 
treatments were, but then I was 
free to go, as I am now, leaving that 
place where hopes and fears meet 
skill and understanding, to follow 
the route with its special landmarks 

 

I was free to go, as I am now, 
leaving that place where hopes and 
fears meet skill and understanding. 

 

of St Catherine’s Hill (which is where I turn off for 
my city) and St Matthew’s (which tells me that I am 
nearly home). For me just now, all is well, and I am 
deeply grateful, but my thoughts are with others – 
especially younger people, for whom the 
treatments are longer and more exhausting, and 
their outcomes less certain. Also I think of the 
others – from fund-raisers to carers, all medical 
staff, and behind them researchers – who work 
tirelessly to conquer cancer. May they find the 
answers they seek and the solution to their 
problems; or even, put another way, one day may 
every puzzle in every waiting room be completed – 
even the sky. 

Heather Riley 

 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church 
St Paul’s Hill, Winchester 
SO22 5AB 
844878 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish 
administrator, room bookings, 
advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, W, F 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016, M, Tu, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
844878, M, Tu, Th 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heather.riley64@gmail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Jean Gardner, local magazine 
distribution 
853482 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
supervisor@stpaulspreschoolwin
chester.co.uk 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 
 

Contact us 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 

to all the people you can, as long as ever you can 

Attributed to John Wesley 


