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Services 
Monday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Wednesday 11 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s 

Wednesday 4.30 pm Evening Prayer St Paul’s Lady Chapel/vestry/parish rooms 

Sunday 8 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 9.30 am Family Communion St Paul’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 9.30 am Parish Eucharist St Paul’s on all other Sundays 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Holy Communion St Matthew’s on 1st Sunday of month 

Sunday 11.15 am [BCP] Mattins St Matthew’s on all other Sundays 

 

Interested in meeting 
people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s, meeting monthly on 
Sunday evenings; please contact Katy Charles, 
twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group meeting monthly, 7 pm, at the 
Roebuck for supper; please contact Julia Seal, 
854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group meeting on the second Wednesday of 
the month, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a drink and 
a chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186, 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Tea with Friends on the second Monday of the 
month, 2.30–4.30 pm; please contact Linda Russell-
Smith, 853584, or Heather Riley, 862867 

 Daytime book group on the first Monday of the 
month, 3–4.30 pm at 6 Orchard Walk; please contact 
Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group meeting monthly, 
8–9.15 pm; please contact Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Monday homegroup, looking at book 6 of the Pilgrim 
course; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186 

 Tuesday homegroup, studying book 5 of the Pilgrim 
course, meeting fortnightly; please contact James 
Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the parish 
rooms; all welcome 

 Thursday homegroup, looking at book 5 of the 
Pilgrim course, meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 
pm; please contact Peter & Irene Casey, 808776 

Children and young 
people welcome 

 first Sunday of each month: 9.30 am 
Family Communion for all ages with DIY 
crèche and band (opportunity for children 
to play in band) 

 2nd to 5th Sundays: 9.30 am Parish 
Communion with activities for children 
and young people (5 different age-
groups) plus DIY crèche 

 St Paul’s @ 4: short, informal family 
service with craft activities at 4 pm every 
third Sunday of the month, with 
refreshments afterwards 

 annual show – drama, music and 
costumes – for children and young 
people, whether you have any links with 
the church or not 

 confirmation preparation for all those of 
secondary-school age who are interested 

 baptisms: contact Canon Peter Seal, 
844878, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 regular under-fives’ services during the 
week with pre-school and toddler groups 

 toddler group, 0–3 years, Thursdays 9.30–
11.30 am in the parish rooms 

 St Paul’s pre-school, 2 years 9 months to 
school age, five days a week from 9.15 
am in St Paul’s Hall 

 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com
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Letter from the Rectory 

Dear friends, 

As I write, my mind is full of this morning’s Sunday worship, when I preached about the 
importance of pastoral care. It was the occasion when eight newly trained Parish Visitors 
were commissioned. They join the existing team of 20, bringing the total to 28. This is a 
most wonderful resource for good – it means that we can go on offering pastoral care to 
anyone who wants it. If you would welcome someone to come and visit you and simply be 
there to listen, do please be in touch – either with me or Jan Walley, who co-ordinates this 
splendid team (contact details are on the back cover). Pastoral care is at the heart of parish 
ministry. I rejoice with huge thanksgiving to have such wonderful people to work with. 

We’re in the middle of a time of stewardship renewal. That is the gift of our time, skills and 
money for the life of the church and as an expression of our commitment as Christians. I 
addressed and signed a total of 420 stewardship booklets, which went to everyone we 
know of who is in any way connected with our parish, including all those who receive this 
magazine. I hope you have received your booklet. May God bless you as you read it and 
consider your response. Thank you in anticipation. 

The really big news this month, as you will see from articles on pp. 7, 18 and 19, is that the 
building work at St Matthew’s is complete. Hoorah! After seven months of not being able 
to use our beloved parish church, the first service will be on Ash Wednesday, 1 March, at 
11 am. On Sunday 12 March at 11.15 am we welcome Bishop Tim Dakin as our preacher; 
this service will include a rededication of the refurbished and extended church. Do join us 
on that special day and see just what has been achieved – I know you’ll be impressed. It’s 
looking fantastic. And then on Saturday 1 April there will be an Open Day. 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent – the time when we set our sights on Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday and take time to journey with our Lord. We have two really good 
Lent courses on offer (see p. 8). Do please consider joining one of these. If the timings don’t 
work, or groups are just not for you, I encourage you to consider finding a special way that 
helps you to place yourself consciously in God’s presence and simply be there with God. 

Mothering Sunday (on 26 March) is always a memorable and important day of 
thanksgiving and remembering. For all sorts of reasons it can also be a bittersweet day for 
many people. The wonderful and extraordinary gift of faith expressed in worship is that we 
can hold together in a creative way the widest range of our human emotions. 

The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul have a treat in store for us later this month. We are 
most fortunate that Alan Titchmarsh has kindly agreed to spend an evening with us. More 
details and how to get tickets on p. 17. I look forward to seeing you there. 

The Building for Life project at St Paul’s is progressing steadily; we knew we were in for the 
long haul. Even though there haven’t been visible changes in the church for a few months, 
much detailed planning is going on in the background. The really good news is that Bill 
Lucas has kindly agreed to chair a fund-raising committee. I am immensely grateful to Bill 
for taking on this role and know that we will benefit greatly from his gifts and experience. 

I’m sure you will appreciate our new-look magazine which Ursula Payne has designed  
for us. 

 

With every good wish and prayers, 
 
 

 



4 |  

Parish services: March 2017 
Wednesday 1 March ASH WEDNESDAY 
11 am 
 
7.30 pm 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion and Ashing 
Readings:    p. 85 
Holy Communion and Ashing 

St Matthew’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

Sunday 5 March THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
8 am 
 
9.30 am 
 
11.15 am 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    p. 86 
Family Communion 
Reading:      Matthew 4: 1–11 [p. 88] 
[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    Genesis 2: 15–17, 3: 1–7; Matthew 4: 1–11 [p. 87] 

St Paul’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

St Matthew’s 
 

Sunday 12 March THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
8 am 
 
9.30 am 
 
11.15 am 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    p. 88 
Parish Communion 
Readings:    Genesis 12: 1–4a; John 3: 1–17 [p. 90] 
[BCP] Mattins 
Readings:    Genesis 12: 1–4a; John 3: 1–17 [p. 90] 

St Matthew’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

St Matthew’s 
 

Sunday 19 March THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
8 am 
 
9.30 am 
 
11.15 am 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    p. 89 
Parish Communion 
Readings:    Romans 5: 1–11; John 4: 5–42 [p. 94] 
[BCP] Mattins 
Readings:    Romans 5: 1–11; John 4: 5–42 [p. 94] 

St Matthew’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

St Matthew’s 
 

Sunday 26 March THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

8 am 
 
9.30 am 
 
11.15 am 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    p. 92 
Family Communion 
Reading:      John 19: 25b–27 [p. 104] 
[BCP] Mattins 
Readings:    Colossians 3: 12–17; John 19: 25b–27 [p. 103] 

St Matthew’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

St Matthew’s 
 

Sunday 2 April THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
PASSIONTIDE BEGINS 

8 am 
 
9.30 am 
 
11.15 am 
 
 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    p. 94 
Parish Communion 
Readings:    Romans 8: 6–11; John 11: 1–45 [p. 106] 
[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings:    Romans 8: 6–11; John 11: 1–45 [p. 106] 

St Paul’s 
 

St Paul’s 
 

St Matthew’s 
 

Page numbers for 8 am refer to the small black Book of Common Prayer. Page numbers for 9.30 and 11.15 am refer to 
the blue Common Worship Lectionary. Readings are from Lectionary Year A. 
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Wed 1 

St Matthew’s re-opens! 

Thurs 2 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Mon 6 

Book group 
Hillside Road, 3 pm 

Tues 7 

Lent course starts 
St Paul’s Hall, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 8 

Lent course starts 
St Matthew’s, 10 am 

Children’s and Youth Work 
committee 
Lankhills Road, 8 pm 

Men’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 8.30 pm 

Thurs 9 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sun 12 

Service of rededication with 
Bishop of Winchester 
St Matthew’s, 11.15 am 

Tues 14 

Deadline for April magazine 
articles

Anti-trafficking Churches 
Together Winchester meeting 

Vineyard, Bar End, 7.30 pm 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 15 
Finance committee 
Orchard End, 7.15 pm 

Thurs 16 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

‘History of Weeke’ talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Mon 20 

Faith development group 
Parish rooms, 11 am 

Women’s group 
Roebuck Inn, 7 pm 

Tues 21 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Thurs 23 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

An evening with Alan 
Titchmarsh 
St Paul’s, 7.30 pm 

Sat 25 

Pico Players children’s 
workshop 
St Paul’s, 3.30 pm 

Pico Players concert 
St Paul’s, 7.45 pm

Mon 27 

Building for Life steering group 
Parish rooms, 8.30 am 

PCC meeting 
St Matthew’s, 7.45 pm 

Tues 28 

Christian meditation 
Parish rooms, 7.30 pm 

Wed 29 

Property committee 
Parish rooms, 9 am 

Thurs 30 

Toddler group 
Parish rooms, 9.30–11.30 am 

Sat 1 

Open Day 
St Matthew’s, 10.30 am–4.30 
pm 

Thurs 6 

‘Coming of the railways’ talk 
St Matthew’s, 6.30 pm 

Sun 16 

Easter Sunday 

Sun 14–Sat 20 

Christian Aid Week 
Please volunteer to be a 
collector (see p. 16)

 

 

We welcome those who have 
worshipped with us for the first 
time in recent weeks, and hope 
that you may feel at home and 
encouraged to come again. 

We congratulate Mollie 
Stannard on celebrating her 
18th birthday. 

We pray for all who are unwell: 
Sheila Conway-Miller, Emrys 
Davies, Julia Jones, Ryan King, 
Barbara Mariner, Emma and 
Mark Miller, Kate Morgan, Sally 
Owens, Paul Rolph and Les 
Scott. 

We offer our love, sympathy 
and prayers to close family and 
friends of those who have died 
recently, including Kieran, 
Reginald Alexander, Susie 
Bonfield, Brenda Sherriff, Edna 
Weller and Joan Yaldren.

M A R C H 

Diary dates 

A P R I L 

Family feedback 

M A Y 
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Fairtrade fortnight started on Sat 25 February and 
continues with a range of events: 

Wed 1 March, 10 am–2 pm, United 
Church: Fairtrade shop 

Fri 3 March, 2.30–5 pm, Abbey House, Broadway: 
Fairtrade tea and raffle with the mayor, Councillor 
Jane Rutter, in aid of the mayor’s charities 

Sat 4 March, 10 am–12 noon, St Mark’s, Oliver’s 
Battery: Big Brew, stalls and quiz 

Sat 4 March, 12.30–2 pm, St Peter’s Pastoral 
Centre: ‘Fairtrade for Palestinian farmers’ talk by 
Taysir Arbasi of Zaytoun, with Fairtrade nibbles and 
drinks 

Sat 4 March, 6.30–9.30 pm, St Alphege Building 
301, University of Winchester: Fairtrade fashion 
show 

Sat 11 March, 10 am–1 pm, 107 Springvale Road, 
Kings Worthy: Big Brew, cakes and biscuits, and 
Fairtrade stall 
 
‘Wellsprings’ at St John’s  This spring’s events take 
place on Sat 4 March, 10 am–3 pm – a day retreat 
with poet-priest Malcolm Guite, ‘Parable and 
paradox: a journey into Lent with poetry’ – and on 
Thurs 11 May, 7.30 pm – Elizabeth Proudman leads 
‘From whom all blessings flow: Thomas Ken and 
Winchester’. Further details from Revd Christine 
Smith, smith.stokecharity@me.com. 
 
Day of reflection  Sat 18 March at St Paul’s. The 
contemplative heart: a richer knowing … a deeper 
wisdom … a spacious place within. This day of 
reflection offers the opportunity for meditators 
from the World Community for Christian 
Meditation (WCCM), and others interested in this 
spiritual practice, to spend time in stillness and 

silence, nourished by talks and quiet 
reflection. The day will be led by Beth 
Parfitt, who has been a member of 
WCCM for over 25 years. All are 
welcome. 

 
St Paul’s @ 4  Special family service at 4 pm at St 
Paul’s on Sun 19 March, with ‘Noah’s Ark’ theme, 
story, craft activities, action songs, prayers and 
refreshments afterwards. 
 
An evening with Alan Titchmarsh  The Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul are delighted to present this 
event at St Paul’s with the award-winning gardener 
and broadcaster on Thurs 23 March, 7.30 pm. 
Please see p. 17 for further details. 
 
Pico Players children’s workshop and concert   
St Paul’s Church and Pre-school are excited to be 
hosting a fund-raising concert and children’s 

workshop on Sat 25 March. ‘Join in or conduct’ 
takes place 3.30–5.30 pm, with the opportunity for 
3–11-year-olds to try an assortment of 
instruments; reserve your free place via 
picoplayerswinchester@gmail.com. The concert,  
at 7.45 pm, features music by Grieg and 
Tchaikovsky; £10 tickets from 
www.jumblebee.co.uk/picowinchester (children 
and concessions free). Pico Players is a London-
based amateur symphony orchestra that has 
performed on BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing. It has 
raised over £25,000 for charity since 2014 and is 
really pleased to be supporting us. 
 
Mothers’ Union events  Brenda Pomeroy reports: 
‘The Soup and Sweet lunch in January raised some 
£145 for the Away from it all holiday project, which 
helps people experiencing stress in their family life. 
The programme for the next three months is: 

Thurs 16 March, 10 am, All Hallows Church Hall, 
Whitchurch: Information day 

Mon 27 March, 2.30 pm, St Margaret’s, South 
Wonston: Lady Day service and tea 

Tues 28 March, 2.30 pm: Lent Reflections, led by 
Karen Bannister 

Tues 25 April, 2.30 pm: Kericho, Kenya, led by Jane 
Horne 

Wed 17 May, 10 am–2 pm, Wolvesey Palace: Quiet 
day, led by Revd Jackie Browning 

Tues 23 May, 2.30 pm: Faith in action, led by Sue 
Abernethy 

Normal meetings are in the Trussell Room at St 
Barnabas. All are welcome.’ 
 
Community Day 2017: Carnival 
The date for your diaries is Sat 6 May. 
Please send any offers to participate 
or organise to Lauren Thompson at 
CommunityDayatStPauls@outlook.com or call 
07975 721418. We have a new performance co-
ordinator – many thanks to Barney Lynch for 
stepping up to help. 

Music + Food + Decoration + Performance + 
Participation + Children’s Activities 
 
Calling all campers  The parish camp for 2017 is to 
be held on 1–3 September at Avon Tyrrell in the 
lovely New Forest. It’s a fun event for all ages to get 
to know each other better and relax in peaceful 
surroundings, and you can attend part-time. Details 
from miriam.trebacz@btopenworld.com. 
 
Parish Men’s weekend  Save the dates: 6–8 
October. A reflective weekend in the tranquil 
setting of Hilfield Friary in Dorset. 

Coming up 
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St Matthew’s re-opens! 
By the time you read this, St Matthew’s Church will 
have re-opened. Below is a description of what has 
been achieved and the events that will mark its re-
opening. Please support them. They are designed 
to show that the refurbished church exists for the 
whole community, not just those who attend its 
services. There will also be a wonderful series of 
talks given by local historians (see p. 18). 

But of course St Matthew’s will remain what it has 
always been: first and foremost, a place of worship. 
Some 30–40 of our parishioners attend its services 
regularly. Yet of those who normally attend St 
Paul’s, our research shows that over 20% have 
never even set foot inside St Matthew’s! We are 
one parish; both churches are there for all who 
wish to worship. Please take the opportunity of this 
re-opening not just to visit St Matthew’s, but also 
to consider whether it can perhaps enrich your life 
as a practising Christian. 

Our parish is blessed with a 
wonderful Eucharist every Sunday at 
St Paul’s. The heart of the parish 
beats there. But this worship is 
supported and complemented by 

three weekly services at St Matthew’s. Do give 
them a try some time, especially perhaps on a 
Sunday when because of other commitments a 
service at 9.30 am may be too early or too late for 
you. We should all do our best to worship every 
Sunday; St Matthew’s could sometimes make it 
easier for you to keep to this. 

Every Sunday except the first of the month begins 
at St Matthew’s with a celebration of Holy 
Communion at 8 am. This lasts barely half an hour. 
It is a quiet, contemplative and intensely spiritual 
occasion during which Christ’s sacrifice for us is re-
enacted and commemorated. 

St Matthew’s main Sunday service is at 11.15 am. 
On the first Sunday of the month this is Holy 
Communion with hymns; on the other Sundays it is 
Mattins (Morning Prayer). The true glory of this 
service is the chance to sing the canticles – Te 
Deum, Benedictus and others – and a psalm as well 
as hymns. Then on Wednesdays Holy Communion 
is celebrated at 11 am. This is a social occasion too, 
with coffee and discussions, and in Lent and Advent 
it is usually preceded by a more structured course. 

All services at St Matthew’s are held according to 
the 1662 Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and the 
readings are usually from the Authorised (King 
James) version. Fifty years ago this was the norm 
for churches in England and Wales, and the beauty 
of its rhythms and the formality of its structures 
seem appropriate for our small and ancient parish 
church. To those unfamiliar with it, the BCP can at 
first seem a bit strange and stilted. But despite 
some archaisms it is not hard to understand. One 
soon comes to realise why it used to be so common 
for Anglicans and non-Anglicans alike to praise the 
Church of England for its ‘incomparable liturgy’. 

Dick Wilkinson, Mike Russell-Smith 
Churchwardens, St Matthew’s Church, Weeke

 

Refurbished for the future 

This Grade-II listed church is the only medieval 
building in northwest Winchester. As you may have 
seen, in recent months it has been closed for 
repairs and improvements. St Matthew’s now 
boasts: 

 a completely renovated roof, new wiring and 
cabling; this should keep the church safe and 
dry for many decades 

 a convenient meeting area with room to seat 
up to 18 people 

 a kitchenette to allow simple refreshments to 
be served 

 a well-appointed toilet and baby-changing unit. 

The new facilities mean that it can now be at the 
service of the whole community for all sorts of 
small meetings and gatherings. It has been lovingly 
repaired and improved to be of service to us all, 
and a source of local pride. For information or to 
make a booking just contact the Parish Office on 
844878 or admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

Events to mark the opening 

Wed 1 March: St Matthew’s re-opens to visitors 
and for worship 

Sun 12 March, 11.15 am: the Bishop of Winchester 
preaches at a service of Morning Prayer and 
rededicates the church 

Sat 1 April, 10.30 am–4.30 pm: Open Day with an 
exhibition on the repairs and improvements at the 
church, young guides to show you around, 
refreshments served and heritage information 
material, postcards, etc. available 

Fri 2, Sat 3 June, all day: flower festival in and 
around the church 

Sat 23 September, evening: young people perform 
classical music 

We are truly grateful for all gifts donated towards 
the work at St Matthew’s, and to the external 
funding bodies: Heritage Lottery Fund, Garfield 
Weston Foundation and Hampshire and the Islands 
Historic Churches Trust. 
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Walking the path of faith in Lent 
‘To find and to follow – 
walking the path of faith’ is 
the theme of this year’s Lent 
course, led by Revd Julia 
Mourant in St Paul’s Hall. Each 
session will include shared 
prayer, space for personal 
reflection and an opportunity 
for discussion. 

Tuesdays at 7.30 pm 
7 March: Knowing God – who is ‘God’? 
14 March: Made in the image of God – who am I? 
21 March: Following Jesus: belonging and believing 
28 March: Faith journeys: doubts and deepenings 
4 April: Moving forwards and outwards: living a 
faith that is real 

Also on Tuesdays, Christian meditation will be 
available as usual in the parish rooms at 7.30 pm. 

We are grateful to the five individuals leading the 
Lent discussion group at St Matthew’s. 

Wednesdays at 10 am 
8 March: Christine Bennett, Receiving Christ – as 
children of God 
15 March: Michael Joseph, Receiving Christ – in the 
stranger and the needy 
22 March: Gary Ruffell, Receiving Christ – in Holy 
Communion 
29 March: Heather Riley, Receiving Christ – through 
prayer and fellowship 
5 April: Talia Hedstrom, Christ in you, the hope of 
glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Lent? 
 

 one of the five seasons of the church year 
 a time when people who want to follow 

Christ reflect on Jesus’ journey to the cross 
 an invitation to renew baptismal promises: 

to reject evil and turn to Christ as Saviour 
and Lord 

 the three pillars of Lent are traditionally 
prayer, fasting (self-denial as a spiritual 
exercise to express repentance) and 
charity/works of love (self-denial to free us 
from attachment to material goods) 

 ‘Lent is about becoming, doing and 
changing whatever it is that is blocking the 
fullness of life in us right now. Lent is a 
summons to live anew.’ Henri J. M. Nouwen 

 

 
 

What does ‘Lent’ mean? 
 

 Lent is a Germanic word meaning ‘spring 
season’ 

 the Latin equivalent, quadragesima, means 
‘40 days’ 

 in the Bible, 40 is a number that signifies 
purification and preparation 

 spring is a time of renewal and growth 
 Lent is a spiritual spring, a time for spiritual 

renewal and growth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Lenten prayer 
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I 
think that I am following your will does not 
mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please you does 
in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am 
doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from 
that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by 
the right road though I may know nothing 
about it. 
Therefore I will trust you always though I may 
seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and 
you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 

Thomas Merton 
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Faith development 
 

Book review: Rowan 
Williams, Being Disciples 

A recommendation for Lent 
reading reviewed by John 
Fenton, Lay Reader at 
Bowdon Church in Greater 
Manchester, and 
reproduced here with his 
kind permission. 

‘This is Rowan Williams at 
his consummate best. A 
book distilled from a huge 

intellect, deep humility and a passion for Jesus 
and the things of God. 

‘Drawn together from a series of public 
sermons given across the world from Britain to 
New Zealand, the six chapters are just 82 pages 
in length. They include: being disciples; faith, 
hope and love; holiness; forgiveness; faith in 
the public realm; and life in the Spirit. 

‘Clarity, wisdom and insight flow off every 
page. Not a stale or predictable sentence can 
be found. Williams draws on the New 
Testament, the Early Church fathers, medieval 
mystics, Welsh poets and Christian literary 
figures to build his arguments. 

‘“Discipleship”, says Williams, “is a state of 
being and abiding”. It’s not what we do on an 
occasional basis, usually Sunday; it’s what and 
who we are when we have decided to follow 
Jesus. 

 

Discipleship is … what and who we 
are when we have decided to 
follow Jesus. 

 

‘Williams writes with a gentle encouragement, 
a serious grasp of modern life, candour about 
the limits and possibilities of a committed life 
in the 21st century and a graciousness that has 
earned the book praise from Methodists, the 
Vineyard church movement, Catholics and the 
Church Times, which speaks of “82 pages of 
gold dust”! 

‘Definitely one for dark evenings and to be 
“dipped into” often.’ 

‘Here is quite the most beautiful writing on 
discipleship I know. I am grateful for the 
inspiration that I find in these pages. I 
commend it to those who have been on this 
journey a long time, as well as to anyone who 
wonders what on earth following Jesus is all 
about.’ 

Justin Welby 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

Lent collecting boxes 
This Lent we are collecting for Partners for 
Change Ethiopia (formerly St Matthew’s 
Children’s Fund). It works closely with the 
poorest people, helping them find carers for 
orphans and providing everything a child needs 
to live a healthy, stimulating life. Please take a 
Lent box home and support this worthwhile 
charity if you are able to. 

Easter lilies 
Lilies are flowers often associated with 
mourning but also point to the Christian hope 
in new life and resurrection. It is a tradition at 
Easter, after the waiting days of Lent, to have 
some special white lilies near Jesus’ tomb in 
the Easter garden, in front of the altar and at 
the font.   

If you’d like to give a 
lily in memory of 
someone you love, 
please complete one of 
the forms at the back 
of St Matthew’s and St 
Paul’s. Do be sure to 
include the name of 
the person you would 
like remembered, and 
return your form with 

your donation to the Parish Office by Fri 31 
March. Cheques should be made payable to ‘St 
Matthew’s PCC’. We suggest a minimum of £3 
per name/lily stem. A list of the names of those 
remembered will be on display on Easter Day, 
16 April 2017. 
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Faith at work 
What we hope will become a new series and give some 
insight into each other’s work lives – whether in formal 
employment, a caring role, retirement or none of these – 
and perhaps touching on how our faith plays out in our 
daily settings. 

Creative artists are fortunate to earn 
a living by handling a beautiful part 
of the creation. When I stand in front 
of an orchestra, I am trying to enable 
90 people with God-given talents to 
bring to life the musical vision of 
someone like Beethoven, who acknowledged 
his own talents as God-given. But there are 
also practical and personal challenges in the 
life and work of a conductor that can easily 
obscure this central truth about what we are 
doing. 

Firstly, there is the practical side. Learning an 
orchestral score is a long and complicated 
process, in which we have to try and work out 
our interpretation of the piece. No two 
conductors will ever arrive at an identical 
interpretation; indeed, every composer I have 
known welcomes the idea of the performer 
making the piece his or her own. This reminds 
me of words spoken by Cardinal Basil Hume: 
‘There are as many experiences of God as 
there are creatures of God’. But we have to be 
careful not to go in direct opposition to what 
the composer actually wrote, just as we as 
Christians need to be careful not to go in direct 
opposition to the overall teaching of scripture. 

A conductor also needs gifts of leadership, the 
ability to convince 90 people to play or sing in 
the way he or she wants. This requires wisdom, 
of course, about which much is written in the 
Old and New Testaments. My favourite verse 
about wisdom is Job 28: 28: ‘The fear of the 
Lord is wisdom, and to depart from evil is 
understanding’. Whatever our job may be, we 
are more likely to do it better if we keep God in 
the centre of our lives. This enables God (if I 
may put it that way) to give us a good dose of 
wisdom, and it also gives us a better 
perspective on what matters and what doesn’t. 
Giving importance to unimportant things is 
disabling to us and a pain in the neck to 
everybody else. I remember hearing about 
‘Custard Christians’ – those who get upset  
over trifles. 

But there are also ‘Custard Musicians’. If 
you ask a player to change the way he or 
she plays a solo in the orchestra, you may 
occasionally get a hostile reaction. Here 
again, wisdom is required, because it is 
sometimes better to let the player do it his 

way with a good will than your way with a bad 
will. But I take comfort in the fact that nearly 
all professional musicians play their hearts out, 
regardless of whether they like a conductor or 
agree with his or her interpretation. True 
professionals want a conductor to be good 
rather than just ‘nice’, and more interested in 
high standards than ‘happy times’. It is also a 
help to remember that we are not usually 
responsible for the way other people react to 
us – it can be all about them! 

Many of us find it difficult and challenging to 
apply the principles of patience and kindness 
taught by St Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter 13. 
Whatever may have happened the day before 
– disagreement, resistance or lack of ability – I 
try (with variable success) to start every day 
new with everybody. After all, that is what I 
need God to do with me. 

Conductors tend to be a jealous lot, resenting 
other people’s success and talent. When 
someone gets the opportunities you wanted 
and felt you deserved, it is difficult to avoid 
discouragement and bitterness. I find Psalm 
73: 21–28 really encouraging here, because it 
brings me back to what really matters. Or, as 
Jesus said to Peter when he asked about John’s 
future, compared with his own: ‘What is that 
to you? Follow me.’ 

Another key verse for me is John 10: 10: ‘I am 
come that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly’. This means that 
if we accept and follow Jesus, we will be more 
fully alive: we will see things and issues more 
clearly, feel things more strongly (and 
sometimes painfully), understand things more 
fully, and of course appreciate beauty 
(including the beauty of music) more deeply. 

Christopher Seaman 
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Children’s and youth work update 
Scramblers (pre-school age)  There is a good core 
of children, and some new babies, with an average 
of six to eight each Sunday. The group always 
begins with the lighting of a candle and a prayer, 
then a story and a craft activity. Many parents  
join in. 

Climbers (Years R–2) and Explorers (Years 3–5)  We 
were very pleased to welcome Abbie Edwards, our 
new Children’s Assistant, in January. She helped 
with rehearsals for the Annual Show, thus getting 
to know the children. In February she then began 
her work as co-ordinator and leader of groups in 
the hall. In one session they made compasses and 
talked about the way they live their lives as 
Christians. Abbie is training to be a teacher and so 
brings lots of valuable learning to the hall groups. 

Destination (Years 6–8)  Charlotte Wilde, Children’s 
Assistant for this age group, writes: ‘This month we 
have had a couple of sessions following the Show, 
which went really well! We have talked about 
people who we can help – and seek help from – 
and also what it takes to be trustworthy and 
peaceful as a person. We have done some craft 
activities, and played some games. Mary even 
came to join in with one, and loved it!’ 

Transition (Year 9 upwards)  Lauren Thompson, 
Youth Assistant, writes: ‘During the past few weeks, 
we in Transition have been discussing the wider 
world and how we as Christians can help to make it 
a better place. Taking into consideration the recent 
events that are shaping our future, we’ve engaged 
in discussions on how this will affect us directly, 
and others indirectly. We also keep to the Roots 
resource material every week, looking to the Bible 
for guidance and inspiration.’ 

Beyond Ourselves  There are plans for the 
Destination and Transition groups to raise money 
for refugees, in conjunction with the Beyond 
Ourselves committee. There will be a cake sale 
after church one Sunday and other ideas will be 

considered. Please continue to support the young 
people in all that they do. 

Meditation with children  At the recent Children’s 
Work team meeting we explored the possibility of 
meditation with our Sunday morning groups, 
following on from an evening led by Roz Stockley of 
the World Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM). It was agreed that we would start this 
after half term, on Sunday 12 March. It is an 
extension of what we do already – begin each 
session with a lighted candle and prayer. 

Daniel  This was a very successful Annual Show 
thanks to the efforts of the director, Bill Lucas, and 
all others involved – including a lively band, 
wonderful costumes by Vera Edwards and her 
team, and sound and lighting by John Schulz. There 
was a cast of children from St Paul’s and Western 
Church School and many parents were involved in 
helping with refreshments during the two Saturday 
rehearsals. Lots of people came to watch and enjoy 
it. We had a great social a couple of weeks 
afterwards, eating pizzas, when we were able to 
watch the show on screen, thanks to Will Smith 
filming and putting it onto DVD. 

Servers  Some of our junior servers have been in 
training as senior servers under the guidance of 
Mollie Stannard. We are also gaining new junior 
servers. This is such a valuable and responsible  
role for the children/young people to be able to 
take on. 

Children’s and Youth Work committee  This group, 
which involves Bill Lucas, Line Manager, plus Peter 
Seal, myself and the three assistants, looks at all 
the children’s and youth work being done and 
makes future plans. It reports back to the PCC. 

Diocesan Youth Work meeting  I attended this to 
meet the National Youth Evangelism Officer. It was 
good to hear what other churches are doing for 
young people. I spoke about our approach and said 
that our main theme was one of ‘gentle friendship 
evangelism’ – the young people talk about their 
faith and how to live it out and then go out into 
their situations to be Christ’s light in the world. I 
think that applies to us all! 

Mary Copping 

Parish Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsParishWinchester 

Our Facebook page is dedicated to information 
about St Paul’s children and young people. 
We want to get information about what is 

happening out to the public. So ‘like’ our page 
and then tell all your friends about it! 

Child-friendly services 
All services at St Paul’s are child-friendly, but 
some are particularly welcoming! 
 
Sun 26 March, 9.30 am: 
Mothering Sunday with  
the giving of posies 

 
Sun 16 April, 9.30 am: 

Easter Day with an 
Easter-egg hunt 
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Commissioning of 
Parish Visitors 

St Paul’s @ 4 
Family Service 

Servers at the 
9.30 Service 

Final push to the 
finish at St Matthew’s 
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Daniel 
Show at St Paul’s 
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Beyond Ourselves 
Below are paraphrased extracts 
of letters we’ve recently 
received from the charities we 
support. 

United Society – Partners in 
the Gospel, or USPG (they were known as ‘Us’ from 
2012, but people found the name confusing and 
wanted the word ‘gospel’ put back into it.)   
Thank you for your gift to help our global work. 
Some initiatives we are supporting are: the 
Anglican Togetherness Group in Jamaica, which 
brings together the ‘little efforts’ of many churches 
so they can achieve more collectively – such as a 
homework and learning centre for students and a 
peace-building course. This started four years ago 
when six churches in the Mona Valley of Kingston, 
representing 8,000 people from all parts of the 
community, held community walks to raise 
awareness of local issues. 

St Luke’s Hospital in Nablus, in the West Bank, is 
providing a vital health service to a local Palestinian 
community facing many hardships. The hospital 
does not discriminate. All patients are accepted, 
regardless of their nationality, religion or ability to 
pay. Furthermore, the hospital has a philosophy of 
providing holistic care, meaning it cares for 
patients’ emotional and spiritual needs as well as 
providing physical treatment. 

Church Mission Society (CMS)  From Ruth Radley’s 
latest link letter: After eight years working with 
children in South Sudan, Ruth has made the hard 
decision to move back to the UK. She is going to 
work in the Birmingham Children’s Hospital as a 
chaplain. This will include ongoing spiritual care for 
children and families once they are back at home. 
‘It will be very different to what I have been doing 
in South Sudan, but I hope that the different things 
I have experienced – how it feels to live in a 
country where everything is different: the food, the 
culture, the language and living in a place which is 
insecure, where we hear gunfire and landmines 
going off – will help me in my new work. I will also 
be supporting refugee families that have children 
who are sick as well as other families who are really 
very alone.’ The Beyond Ourselves committee has 
made the hard decision not to support Ruth with 
donations for her work in the UK, as we wish to 
continue helping people living in countries where 
there is great hardship and oppression. 

Winchester Churches’ Nightshelter  Thank you for 
the amazing harvest donation. Our store cupboards 
are replenished for the year ahead and we have 
saved hundreds of pounds on food bills. Supplies of 
fresh produce have been used in cookery 
workshops, enabling our residents to build their 

culinary skills in producing roast vegetable soups 
and delicious fruit crumbles. Our Catering Co-
ordinator writes, ‘They say that the kitchen is the 
heart of the home, that food is the route to our 
souls. The Nightshelter is home to many people 
from all walks of life, with different backgrounds, 
stories and past experiences. Food is our common  

 

Alleviating hunger is the first step; 
enjoying food together is the next. 

 

ground, a universal experience. Alleviating hunger 
is the first step; enjoying food together is the next. I 
see my role as giving our residents the opportunity 
to socialise, relax and restore their health and well-
being while they’re here by providing good, hearty 
and healthy meals every day, just like we would 
have at home (and sometimes much better!).’ Food 
poverty is a growing reality for many people. 
Changes to the welfare system mean that more of 
our former residents struggle financially when they 
leave us. We have been giving out more food 
parcels, which act as a critical lifeline as they move 
to independent living. 

Olive Branch Christian 
Counselling Service  Thank 
you for your support. We 
provide counselling to 
adults living in Winchester 
and the surrounding area. 
Clients have a confidential, non-judgemental place 
to explore their issues. We have 49 professionally 
trained volunteer counsellors. Our services are 
offered to the whole community regardless of 
financial situation. In the past year we worked with 
over 300 clients, averaging 63 counselling sessions 
per week. Many clients present with mental health 
concerns such as anxiety, depression, trauma and a 
range of relationship issues which may include 
bereavement, separation and domestic violence. 
Our local charitable service provides the 
opportunity for the majority of our clients to be 
able to manage their lives better. For some clients, 
counselling can be literally lifesaving. Without 
generous donations we would not be able to offer 
this service. 

For further information about the charities we 
support please visit our website, click on Parish 
activities and Beyond Ourselves, then click on an 
individual charity; this will take you to their 
website. 

Alexa Heady, Beyond Ourselves Committee 
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Beyond Ourselves 
An update on the Churches Together in Winchester 

response to the refugee crisis 

Over the past few years 
we have all been shocked 
and moved by the 
incredible migration of 
refugees from countries 
such as Syria into Europe. 
In Winchester we can feel 
a long way from these 
issues, but there have 

been many local people working to make a 
difference. Churches Together in Winchester (CTW) 
has a specific ‘champion’ working on behalf of 
refugees, Jo Pellatt. 

A core group of five people meets frequently to 
guide the Winchester response to the refugee 
crisis, working with the British Red Cross, to whom 
Hampshire County Council has delegated the 
responsibility for helping newly arrived Syrian 
refugee families to settle in their local 
communities. With the help of local clergy, 
volunteers have been recruited from the areas 
where these families are being settled. Vital 
training is given by the Red Cross and the core 
group, and necessary clearances are obtained. 

Household items and clothing have been provided 
for each family, who arrive with very little from a 
UNHCR refugee camp or other temporary housing. 
Ongoing support is being given, including English 
conversation classes, access to the internet, help 
with medical appointments, shopping and general 
befriending. Nearly £3,800 has been donated by 
local churches (including us) and individuals to 
support local Syrian families as they arrive and 
settle in. 

The primary condition for a family to be allocated 
to Winchester is that accommodation is made 
available without impact to the local housing list. 
So far, two properties have been provided via local 
church members, and three families have now 
arrived. More can be welcomed as private 
accommodation is offered at the local housing 
allowance rate. There is a waiting list of families 
ready to come … 

For member churches, the CTW group recommends 
charities that are supporting refugees, especially 
from the Syrian conflict; donations are sent either 
directly or via the CTW treasurer to the charity. 
Médecins Sans Frontières, Aid to the Church in 
Need & Firefly International have been put forward 
and nearly £3,000 has been received at CTW; 
doubtless, significantly more has been sent directly. 
CTW also recommends the local Red Cross project 
supporting young, lone refugees – Hampshire 
Young Refugees Together (HYRT). 

The ongoing priorities are to ensure appropriate 
support of any refugee families placed in the 
Winchester area and to monitor families’ needs, as 
Red Cross support is withdrawn one year after 
arrival. Church members can help greatly by 
publicising the need for rental accommodation and 
by continuing the generous financial support 
already given. Donations can be sent to Peter 
McManus, CTW treasurer, St Peter’s, Jewry Street, 
Winchester SO23 8RY, and should be marked either 
for Winchester families or Red Cross HYRT. For 
further information, or to enquire about 
volunteering, please contact Dorothy Lusmore, 
dotlusmore@gmail.com. 

Annual revision of electoral roll 
 
As an ecclesiastical parish, each year we are 
required to renew or revise the electoral roll. We 
carried out the renewal in 2013, so this year only a 
revision is necessary. 

The electoral roll is officially a list of people who 
are entitled to attend the annual parochial church 
meeting and to take part in its proceedings, but 
unofficially it is a list of people who consider 
themselves to be members of our church family. 

Those who are already on the roll need do nothing. 
If you are not on it and are new to the church or 
parish, there are forms at the back of each of our 

churches. From mid-March I will be available to 
give you a form personally and talk through 
queries. 

The revision has to be completed by 10 April, after 
which the roll is supposed to be on display for the 
two weeks before the annual meeting on 26 April. 
As it contains names and addresses, we instead 
post notices on the church doors stating that it is 
available for inspection in the Parish Office. 

Maggie Brecknell 
856552, brecknell1@uwclub.net 
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Message from Steve Brine 
It’s a brave politician these days who talks about 
building a wall, but that’s exactly what I am going 
to do in this month’s column. ‘The Wall’ is a unique 
project working to build a national Christian 
monument to answered prayer, and it launched in 
Westminster last month at an event I was blessed 
to attend. It will be built somewhere in the 
Midlands near a major motorway (think Angel of 
the North) from one million bricks, each 
representing a single prayer. It is being led by 
Richard Gamble, who is a remarkable man 
following a dream – and answering a call. 

What’s equally exciting is that Winchester-based 
Snug Architects are one 
of the five shortlisted 
designers for what is an 
international 
competition being 
overseen by RIBA, and Paul Bulkeley from the firm 
made the trip to Parliament for the event. You can 
view Snug’s entry via www.snugarchitects.co.uk 
and find out more about ‘The Wall’ as well as 
contribute at www.thewall.org.uk. 

February saw my annual opportunity to address 
Winchester’s business community via their big-
breakfast event at the Wessex Hotel in town. 
Sponsored by Winchester Business Improvement 
District, the event is an opportunity for businesses 
across the area to meet up, share experiences and 

hear an update from me on the national, 
international and local business scene. 

After providing a detailed report on the current 
buoyant labour market and an update on the 
government’s approach to Brexit, I took questions 
from the floor, including the ongoing business rates 
revaluation, immigration, planned works at 
Junction 9 of the M3 and how the UK should work 
responsibly with President Trump. 

I also spoke about a range of local issues including 
what I call the ‘Winchester Challenge’, and didn’t 
pull my punches. That challenge is to ensure the 

new leadership at the 
City Council – now 
including the 
impressive Councillor 
Caroline Horrill as 
leader – drives through 

some its big projects so Winchester regains its 
reputation for competence and a place where 
things get done. Big-ticket items such as the leisure 
centre and station approach have got to move 
forwards. 

Finally, you can find more about my other work, in 
Winchester and of course in Westminster, via my 
website at www.stevebrine.com. 

Steve Brine 
MP for Winchester 

 

Roll up, roll up for Christian Aid Week, 14–20 May 2017! 
You may or may not know that Christian Aid was 
launched in the aftermath of the Second World 
War to help alleviate poverty and provide for the 
huge numbers of refugees in Europe. 

The very first Christian Aid Week took place in 1957 
to raise both funds and awareness of the issues of 
poverty, and Christian Aid Week continues to be of 
central importance in the life of the charity. 

It is fitting that the present refugee problems 
should be the focus of 
Christian Aid Week’s 
fund-raising this year. 

It is always difficult to 
truly put oneself in 

someone else’s shoes and understand the world 
from their standpoint, but I would urge you to think 
about putting on your own shoes for a few short 
hours in May: join other collectors up and down 
the country in harvesting hope and offering it up to 
a stranger in need. 

Door-to-door collecting remains one of the most 
effective ways of raising funds, but it cannot 
happen without volunteers. If you are willing to 
deliver and collect envelopes in a road of our parish 
– whether you are new to collecting or haven’t 
done it for a while but would like to get back into it 
– please contact Julie Sharp on 07952 236887 or 
juliemichaela@gmail.com to find out how you can 
take part in this amazing story.

A MILLION BRICKS – 
A MILLION ANSWERED PRAYERS 

You are warmly invited 
to contribute items to the magazine – it would be good to hear a wide range of voices from 

our community. Please e-mail them to Peter Seal, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org or send 
them to him at the Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB. 
(Final editorial choice rests with him, and we reserve the right to edit contributions.) 
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The Friends of St Matthew with St Paul proudly present: 

An Evening with Alan Titchmarsh 
 

 
 

Thursday 23 March 2017, 7.30 pm 
at St Paul’s Church, Winchester 

 
Award winning gardener, acclaimed horticulturalist, 

successful radio and television presenter, best-selling 
novelist, Chancellor of the University of Winchester, 
Hampshire resident but also proud Yorkshireman! 

 
Join Alan as he shares some of his life’s most memorable 

moments, and he may even offer one or two gardening tips! 
 

Tickets £10 Friends and £12 general admission 
Available from Katy Palacio in the Parish Office, 

St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester, SO22 5AB, 
844878, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

 
Please book early, as tickets are expected to go very fast! 
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St Matthew’s 
 

Wonderful new series of talks 
Local researchers have prepared a series of talks on 
various aspects of the history and fabric of St 
Matthew’s. These will take place on Thursdays at 
6.30 pm in the church and, subject to numbers, all 
are welcome to attend. 

16 March: Barrie Brinkman, ‘A brief history of 
Weeke’ 

6 April: Dr Mark Allen, University of Winchester, 
‘The coming of the railways and its impact on 
Weeke and Fulflood’ 

27 April: Helen Chambers, ‘Some memorials in St 
Matthew’s Church and their story’ 

18 May: Pamela Peskett, ‘Did your ancestors live 
here? Weeke in the 19th century’ 

The talks are sponsored by the Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul. This organisation – many of 
whose members are not churchgoers – raises 
money to conserve and enhance the fabric of the 
two churches through events, talks and outings. 

If you would like to join them and contribute  
to the upkeep of these lovely buildings,  
please contact Katy Palacio on 844878 or 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org to obtain  
information and a leaflet. 

Summary of importance 

From Historic England’s listing, entry no. 1095338: 
‘SUMMARY OF IMPORTANCE: The Church of St 
Matthew’ Stockbridge Road, is of special interest as 
a very small aisleless village church with some C12 
fabric remaining and with a C16 or early C17 nave 
ceiling and C17 windows and door. The fragments 
of medieval glass and tiles add to the significance of 
the church, as does the brass of St Christopher. The 
simple design of the early C19 gallery and C19 pews 
complements the medieval fabric of the church.’ 

Thank you 
We are hugely grateful to all who contributed to 
the smooth running of the building works at St 
Matthew’s, including the workers and supervisors 
at the two building companies, Mouldings and 
Winnicotts; the architects, Seymour and 
Bainbridge; and the planning group at the church, 
whose members did so much more than plan. A 
very special thank you to Gary Ruffell, especially for 
securing the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant and 
for overseeing the building projects; and to Dick 
Wilkinson for all his work, and in particular 
developing the plans for activities and resource 
materials. 

Our thanks to all who donated money and put on 
fund-raising events of many sorts; to the late Ken 
and Freda Wilkins for the legacy they left to the 
parish; to those who researched and wrote grant 
applications; and to the bodies that gave grants: 
£84,000 from the HLF, £2,000 from Allchurches 
Trust and £1,000 from the HCC Devolved Budget 
Scheme via Martin Tod for the retiling of the roof 
and creation of a new community space; £10,000 
from the Garfield Weston Foundation, £2,000 from 
the Hampshire and the Islands Historic Churches 
Trust (HIHCT) and £5,000 from HCC leader Roy 
Perry via HIHCT for the toilet extension. 

Lastly, we are grateful to the churchwardens and 
congregation members, who have been 
worshipping in St Paul’s parish rooms for the past 
seven months and will be happy to return to St 
Matthew’s. 

 

 

 

Prayer of paradoxes 

Lord of all mercies, 
when we are hungry, give us someone to feed; 

when we are sad, someone to lift from their sorrow, 
and when burdens weigh upon us 

lay upon our shoulders the burdens of our fellows. 
When we stand greatly in need of tenderness, 

give us someone who yearns for love. 
So may your will be our bread; 

your grace our strength 
and your love our resting place. 

Nan Deedes  
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Some thoughts from St Matthew’s 
On Monday morning I stood 
in St Matthew’s for the first 
time since its new building 
began. My stay was brief, 
having negotiated the path 
with great care, and having 
been prepared to leave if 
asked by the builders. In fact 
they were very pleasant, but I 
could not go far as the place 
was blocked by furniture, 
piled high and covered with 
black plastic – and dust. By 
the time you read this, we 
should be ready to return to a 
place where many things are new and 
will be appreciated, but just once I want to record a 
few of my thoughts about other things that have 
gone and some I hope will always be there. 

First, there will be new stairs to the gallery and we 
will lose the old flight of steps built and repaired in 
ways which worked but would have caused Health 
and Safety to wince. Health was affected in a 
different way at the top, as the narrow gap to 
squeeze through to reach the seating was a good 
guide as to whether dieting might be a good idea. 
Under those stairs where there is now the control 
panel for a splendid new lighting system, there 
used to be the hazard of feeling about in the dark 
for cleaning equipment and for which hook held 
the gallery keys. 

I had hoped I might get as far as the vestry, that 
wonderful room where two people could move in 
comfort, but for three or more manoeuvring 
became interesting. Also there was the sink of a 
size guaranteed to make getting a kettle or 
watering can underneath the tap to fill another 
challenge needing time and patience. Most of all in 
that room, I wanted to check the name of the 
family whose memorial fills one wall. I had always 
felt rather ashamed that the ledge at its base 

became a shelf for everything 
from books and wine to 
cleaning materials. I hope that 
now, perhaps, their space, like 
the angel’s, whose window 
was hardly ever noticed, can 
be seen and enjoyed properly. 

Perhaps one of the timeless 
things is specially appreciated 
by someone who looks after 
flowers, because symmetry is 
not always found in St 
Matthew’s. On either side of 
the altar are identical wooden 

stands, but identical arrangements are 
affected by different floor levels, one very 

uneven, and by the fact that one side is light and 
the other dark. The two windows to the south are 
different widths – one with stained glass and the 
other plain. On the northern side the high window 
requires a degree of ‘mountaineering’, and by the 
western window arrangements must be balanced 
on a slope. 

I hope that thoughts about things that are not 
perfect do not give an impression of anything other 
than great affection for our church as it has been 
and is … though nostalgia for the days of the biolet 
might be an exception! As in all things, however, a 
church is never just a building, but the people who 
come there, and who for us are all those thousands 
over the centuries from the shepherds at its 
beginning to the builders who have worked for us 
now. From my time I think particularly of the 
friends no longer with us, among them Lucy, Sally, 
Nancy and Joyce, the two Johns, Harden and 
Corrie, and last but certainly not least, Freda and 
Ken. I like to think that they would be pleased by 
what is happening to the church they loved, not 
only for the faith for which it stands, but also for 
the fact that every day its door is open. 

Heather Riley 

 

Prayer of self-dedication 
 

Dear Lord, help us to now rest in your presence, to 
accept your forgiveness and love, and to commit 
ourselves into your guiding hands. Give us your 
wisdom so that we may choose the right friends; 
and help us by your Spirit in all our decisions to 
reverence truth; to desire goodness; and to delight 
in beauty. 

You have given us the world and all peoples therein. 

Help us to care. 

You have confronted us with hunger, illiteracy, 
disease, ignorance and terrorism. 

Help us to be aware. 

You have endowed us with ingenuity, energies and 
resources. 

Help us to share. 
 

Nan Deedes

Drawing by Harry Wright 
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ORTHOPATH – SPORTS INJURIES THERAPY 
 

For prompt hands-on treatment for 
• backache • neck and shoulder pain 

• headaches • sciatica • stress • tense muscles 
• sporting injuries • sports massage and stretching 

 

A full rehabilitation programme is available 
to assist return to full fitness 

Geoff Evans, DO, MSST, 23 St Mary Street, Winchester 
SO22 4AQ, 01962 866680, evans-g@btconnect.com 

 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

Private tuition in violin and viola 
and string ensemble coaching 

 

Grades 3–8 
College entrance preparation 

Fees: 30 minutes £30/60 minutes £45 
 

Sophie Renshaw, BMus, ARCM 
07834 777365 

sophie@sophierenshaw.co.uk 

 
THE LOG CABIN 

 

HQ of 11th Winchester Scout Group 

Stockbridge Road, Winchester SO22 6RH 

FOR HIRE 
 

 
Ideal for children’s parties 

Plenty of room inside and out 
 

Booking enquiries to Jane Gwilliam 
01962 862294, jane@openstream.co.uk 

 

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE  

SHUTTERS AND BLINDS 

WITH A LOCAL SERVICE 

For a FREE, no-obligation home 

consultation, call Mike on  

01962 710807 or e-mail 

hi@thegreatshutterco.co.uk 
 

For more information: 160 Stockbridge 

Road, Winchester SO22 6RN 

www.thegreatshutterco.co.uk 

 
Blackwell & Moody 

Monumental and general masons 

Magdalen Masonry Works, Alresford Road 

Winchester SO21 1HE, 01962 852476, 

blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net 
 

Suppliers of new memorials • Existing 

memorials renovated • Building restoration • 

House signs and numbers • All stonework • 

Professional advice 
 

www.blackwellandmoody.co.uk 
 

 

Jan Davies Body Control® Pilates 
 

Instructor & established top-quality teacher in Winchester since 2001 
10-week courses at St Paul’s, Winchester, on Wednesdays 

Payable in advance (25% discount if you introduce a beginner) 
Beginners: 5 pm in parish rooms & 7.20 pm in hall 

Intermediate/advanced: 6.15 pm in hall 
 

Learn to banish your back problems and get rid of aches and pains 
You’ll notice the difference in 10 weeks 

Contact Jan: 07904 187257, jan@movementandhealth.co.uk 

www.movementandhealth.co.uk 

  
HAMPSHIRE ROOFING 

WINCHESTER 
Flat roof specialists 

 
27 Eastbrooke Road, Alton GU34 2DR 

01962 860487, 07795 935202 
 

Slates and tiles replaced • Chimneys repointed •  
Ridge tiles repointed • Garage and extension flat roofs 

renewed and repaired • Lead valleys repaired 
 
 
 

Free estimates 
 

Classifieds
us

Movement and health therapist 
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Computer, WiFi or 

network problem? 
 

Call Howard Green on 

01962 852588  

or 07710 017507 
8 Westley Close, Winchester SO22 5LA 

 

For help with your 

home-computing problems 
 

£35 for first 90 minutes 

Further time by agreement 

  

Garden design 
and construction 

 

Will Ridpath 
Over 20 years of creating 

gardens to suit your needs 
 

 

07803 297563, 01794 514572 

will@willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

www.willridpath-gardendesign.co.uk 

 

 

 

The local expert in sales, lettings and 
property management 

 

45 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RY 

01962 620444, winchester@goadsby.com 

 

www.goadsby.com 
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Richard Steel & Partners 

Family owned 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery 
 

Continuing four generations of personal 

family service since 1860 
 

 

Alderman House, 12–14 City Road, Winchester SO23 8SD 
01962 862333 (24 hours), steel@winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

with our St Mary’s Chapel and Garden of Remembrance at 

Chesil House, 4 Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU 
 

We offer a choice of funeral plans 
 

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Services for individuals 
Buying and selling property 

Landlord and tenant 

Wills and powers of attorney 

Divorce and family law 

Support for the elderly 

Tax advice 

Trusts 

Administration of estates 

Employment law 

Services for businesses 
Farms and estates 

Business acquisitions and disposals 

Commercial property 

Employment law 

Civil litigation 

Dispute resolution 

 

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester SO23 9HF 

t: 01962 841484  f: 01962 841554 

info@godwins-law.co.uk 

www.godwins-law.co.uk 

 

http://www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk/
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Supporting St Paul’s Church and the local community 
A passion for property 

 
 

2 Jewry Street, Winchester SO23 8RZ 
01962 830880 

winchester@chartersestateagents.co.uk 
www.chartersestateagents.co.uk 

 

 
Disclaimer: Advertisements in the parish magazine are accepted in good faith from local organisations, businesses and individuals. 
The publication of these advertisements should not be taken as a recommendation or endorsement of the products or services offered.  

 



 

 
 
 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) 
M, Tu, W, Th 

Katy Palacio, parish administrator, 
room bookings, advertising 
admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878 
M, W, F 

Ursula Payne, rector’s assistant, 
Building for Life project 
administrator 
ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 
voicemail 844878, M, Tu, Th 

Revd Mary Copping, Asst Priest, 
children/youth work co-ordinator 
youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F 

Nathalie Schulz, PCC secretary 
n.schulz@btopenworld.com 
810509 

Ali Galvin, music administrator 
aligalvin@me.com 
07734 458773 

Bishop John Dennis 
7johndennis@gmail.com 
868881 

Stuart Dorward, PCC treasurer 
stuart.dorward@ntlworld.com 
860772 

Ian Rees, organist, St P’s 
ianrees212@gmail.com 
07824 686147 

Revd Neil Birkett, Asst Minister 
revneil@hotmail.co.uk 
864910 

Tim Stannard, stewardship 
secretary, St P’s 
tim@thestannards.co.uk 
855871 

Prue Skinner, organist, St M’s 
antprueskinner@gmail.com 
854210 

Stephen Adam, Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) 
stephennadam@gmail.com 
883511 

David Blunt, legacy officer, St P’s 
david.blunt@fca.org.uk 
810641 

Niki Bray, safeguarding officer 
(children and adults) 
dpbray@virginmedia.com 
07786 837535 

Gary Ruffell, LLM Emeritus 
881513 

Maggie Brecknell, electoral roll 
officer 
brecknell1@uwclub.net 
856552 

Jan Walley, parish visiting 
janpwalley1@hotmail.co.uk 
808441 

Sue Walker, churchwarden, St P’s 
nsue.walker@googlemail.com 
850559 

Roger McKearney, health, safety 
and security officer, St P’s 
rmckearney@gmail.com 
624115 

Sarah Eadie, flowers, St P’s 
sarah.eadie@hotmail.co.uk 
624259 

Chris Sharp, churchwarden, St P’s 
chrisesharp@gmail.com 
849186 

Mike Beard, health, safety and 
security officer, St M’s 
854362 

Heather Riley, flowers, St M’s 
heatherriley64@googlemail.com 
862867 

Alexa Heady, assistant 
churchwarden, St P’s 
alexa.heady@gmail.com 
841151 

Geoffrey Burnaby, Friends of St 
Matthew with St Paul 
birchmore1@talktalk.net 
865432 

Ruth Thornton, local magazine 
distribution 
ruthjthornton@googlemail.com 
861856 

Mike Russell-Smith, 
churchwarden/legacy officer, St 
M’s 
waldrons@ntlworld.com 
853584 

Brenda Pomeroy, Mother’s Union 
864047 

Janet Bird, postal magazine 
distribution 
janet.bird987@btinternet.com 
881173 

Dick Wilkinson, 
churchwarden, St M’s 
dwlknsn@hotmail.com 
865705 

Silvia Brown, St Paul’s Pre-school 
supervisor 
silvia_brown@madasafish.com 
07879 645600 

Peter Burbridge, headteacher, 
Western Church School 
adminoffice@western.hants.sch
.uk 
852591 

 

Contact us 

Come, not because you have all faith, but 
because you have some faith and would like to grow in it 


