
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

 with the Anglican Communion we pray for the diocese of Kericho in Kenya; for 
Archbishop Justin; for Bishops Tim, Jonathan and David 

 for the Sisters of St Andrew, near Taizé, among them Sister Katie Seal 
 our mission giving: £250 for Friends of the Family in Winchester, supporting local 

families in need 
 give thanks for all whose careful and patient diplomacy contribute to 

understanding and peace between nations 
 for a realisation of the rapid and dramatic effects climate change is having, and a 

realistic response from all who can make changes 
 our Christmas collections for Christian Aid in coming weeks, giving thanks for all 

who bring relief and support, and a sustainable future for the most vulnerable 
 the Nightshelter, Trinity Centre and Basics Bank as they seek to bring care, 

friendship, basic necessities and Christmas cheer to people near us 
 all for whom the days before and around Christmas are hard due to the 

dysfunction, pain and instability in our world; families and relationships where 
rifts are felt, friction likely and old wounds often surface 

 the unwell: Sheila Conway-Miller, Julia Jones, Mel Mason, Emma and Mark 
Miller, Kate Morgan, Sally Owens, Alan Rickman, Paul Rolph and Les Scott. All 
awaiting appointments or treatment. All recovering after surgery 

 those who have died recently, including Val Balcombe; all who live with the pain 
of untimely death; God’s comfort for their families and friends and all who 
remember loved ones 

Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone, and especially if you are new or visiting. 
Do please stay on for coffee and to meet people after the 9.30 service 
and keep this pew sheet as a reminder and for your prayers this week. 

Please feel free to put prayer requests on the board at the back of church 
or e-mail them to admin@stmatthewstpaul.org. 

St Paul’s Lady Chapel is set up for prayer, either alone or with one of the prayer 
ministry team, after the 9.30 parish communion service. 

 
11 December 2016 

The third Sunday of Advent 



 
Services today, 11 December 

 
 
8 am 
St Paul’s 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
 

Readings: p. 51 
 

9.30 am 
St Paul’s 
 

 
 

Collect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Communion with crèche, Scramblers, children’s 
Sunday activities in the hall, Destination and Transition groups 
 

Order of service in pale blue booklet 
 

God of glory and compassion, 
at your touch the wilderness blossoms, 
broken lives are made whole, 
and fearful hearts grow strong in faith. 
Open our eyes to your presence 
and awaken our hearts to sing your praise. 
To all who long for your Son’s return 
grant perseverance and patience, 
that we may announce in word and deed 
the good news of the kingdom. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose day draws near, 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Isaiah 35: 1–10 [p. 9] 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
    the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Post 
Communion 
 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Matthew 11: 2–11 [p. 11] 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it 
is written, 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way before you.” 
 

‘Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.’ 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face. Amen. 



11.15 am 
Parish rooms 
 

Readings 
 
 

12 noon 
St Paul’s 
 

[BCP] Mattins 
 
 

Isaiah 35: 1–10; Matthew 11: 2–11 [p. 9] 
See above 
 

Baptism of Tegan, Miles and Jacob Bell 
 

5 pm 
St Paul’s 

Christingle service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next Sunday, 18 December 

The fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

8 am 
St Paul’s 

9.30 am 
St Paul’s 

11.15 am 
Parish rooms 

4 pm 
St Paul’s 

[BCP] Holy Communion 
Readings: p. 52 

Parish Communion 
Readings: Isaiah 7: 10–16; Matthew 1: 18–25 [p. 13] 

[BCP] Mattins 
Readings: Isaiah 7: 10–16; Matthew 1: 18–25 [p. 13] 

St Paul’s @ 4 family service, 
‘The Christmas story’ 

 
  

Christmas carol service 
Please come to a beautiful service of carols, Christmas music, 
readings and poetry on Sat 17 December at 6.30 pm. (This 
service isn’t suitable for young children, but there is an 
animal nativity specially for them on Mon 19 December at 
10 am.) The church is normally full, so do arrive in good time. 

 



 
The week ahead 

 

Mon 12, 4.30 pm 
              7.30–9.30 pm 
Tues 13, 4.30 pm 
              7.30 pm 
Wed 14, 11 am 
              4.30 pm 
              7 pm 
              8.30 pm 
Thurs 15, 9.30–11.30 am 
Fri 16, 9.30 am 
Sat 17, 4 pm 
              6.30 pm 

Evening Prayer 
Christmas carols rehearsal 
Evening Prayer 
Christian Meditation 
[BCP] Holy Communion 
Evening Prayer 
Carol singing 
Men’s Group 
Toddler group 
Under-fives’ service 
Christmas carols rehearsal 
Christmas carol service 

Parish rooms 
St Paul’s 

Parish rooms 
Parish rooms 

6 Orchard Walk 
Vestry 

Eastacre 
Roebuck Inn 

Parish rooms 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

 
 
 
 

 
Diary dates 

 

December 
Sun 18, 4 pm 
              6 pm 
Mon 19, 10 am 
Tues 20, 7.30 pm 
Thurs 22 
Sat 24, 3 for 3.30 pm 
              11.30 pm 
Sun 25, 8 am 
              9.30 am 
              11.15 am 
January 
Wed 4, 3 pm 
Sun 8, 9.30 am 
 
Sun 15, 9.30 am 
Sun 22 
             12.45 
Sat 28, 5 pm 
February 
Sun 12 
March 
Wed 1 

 
St Paul’s @ 4 
Transition group social 
Animal nativity 
Christian Meditation 
Parish Office closed until 3 Jan 
Nativity service 
Midnight Eucharist 
Holy Communion 
Family Communion 
Holy Communion with carols 
 
Book Club 
Bishop of Southampton 
presiding and preaching 
Baptism of Benjamin Tibbitts 
Patronal festival 
Bring & share lunch 
Annual show, ‘Daniel’ 
 
Stewardship Sunday 
 
St Matthew’s re-opens 

 
St Paul’s 

The Butts’ home 
Outside St Paul’s 

Parish rooms 
 

St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

 
6 Orchard Walk 

St Paul’s 
 

St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 
St Paul’s 

 
St Paul’s 

 
St Matthew’s 



 
Coming up 

 

Animal nativity  Outside St Paul’s, Mon 19 December, 10 am.  
The nativity service with real animals, followed by hot 
chocolate and activities in the church afterwards. Please 
bring your own chairs. 
 

Carol singing  Please join us in bringing some Christmas joy: 
Wed 14 December, 7 pm at Eastacre. Do sign up at the back 
of church. 
 

Annual Show  Announcing that the next show will be Daniel, on Sat 28 January 
2017, 5 pm, at St Paul’s. All children and young people invited to sing and act. 
Casting: Sun 11 & 18 December; rehearsals Sun 8 & 15 January during 9.30 am 
service and all day on Sat 21 & 28 January (with lots of games and activities as well). 
Please contact Mary Copping, 07921 886016, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org. 
 

Part-time chaplaincy job in 2017  Howard Rowe will be retiring as Lead Chaplain for 
Winchester City Centre Chaplaincy at the end of April. If you know someone who 
might be interested in this paid part-time role or if you yourself are interested, 
please contact Howard (chaplain@winccc.org.uk) for an informal chat and the 
opportunity to go out with him on a visit. Michael Joseph would also be happy to 
provide background information: michael@4joseph.co.uk. 

 
Notices 

 

Gift of Bibles  We’re hugely grateful for the anonymous donation of 36 NRSV Bibles 
for use by study groups at both churches. 
 

Community Day 2017: Carnival – help wanted 

Performance Co-ordinator  The working group has identified the need for a 
Performance Co-ordinator, a role previously managed by the lead organiser of the 
Community Day. Experience shows it would be better to have a single person, or 
team of people, as the main point of contact and organiser of requirements. 

Marketing Co-ordinator  We are looking for a marketing lead; this is key in making 
sure that the community knows what is happening. The person will co-ordinate 
between the lead organiser, Charters, design teams and possibly more. 

Please e-mail Lauren Thompson at CommunityDayatStPauls@outlook.com or call 
07975 721418 if you are interested in either role. 

Music + Food + Decoration + Performance + Participation + Children’s Activities 
 



Please take a bundle or two of parish Christmas cards from the table at the back of 
church to distribute to local homes. Thank you to all who have already helped. 
 

Rotas  The rotas for December 2016 to February 2017 have been e-mailed out; if 
you should have received one but haven’t, please let Mary Copping know. 
 

Cleaner needed  3 hours per week, preferably on a Monday morning. Please contact 
Janet Bird, 881173, janet.bird987@btinternet.com. 
 

Winchester women’s refuge  A safe haven for women and children fleeing domestic 
abuse. Please help by giving towels and toiletries (but not clothes) and leave in the 
box at the back of church. Thank you. 
 

Trinity Centre  Donations of men’s and women’s casual clothes and shoes. Warm 
items also needed, please: lucy@trinitywinchester.org.uk. 
 

Nightshelter  Very grateful for washing-up liquid, black bin  
bags, anti-bac spray, fabric conditioner and spray deodorant this 
month. Please leave in the box at the back of St Paul’s. Please contact 
admin@wcns.org.uk if you have any items you wish to donate for residents moving 
into their own home, e.g. appliances, bedding, towels. 

 
Volunteering opportunities 

 

Photo team for special services  Gill Longman has kindly offered to organise a small 
group to take photos at special services and events. If you’d be willing to do this 
occasionally, please contact her: 07711 269020, gill.longman1@gmail.com. We’d 
love to be able to put some of these images in the magazine and on the new 
website, to keep it fresh and up-to-date. 

 
Building for Life 

 

St Matthew’s Project 1: Re-tiling and creating our new community meeting space  
Roof re-tiling is complete, and the west end re-ordering with  
kitchenette nearly complete. Some redecorating is in progress. 
We are very grateful to the Heritage Lottery Fund for their  
generous support of this project. 
 

St Matthew’s Project 2: Toilet, flower sink/cupboards and new outside door   
The roof of the toilet extension is progressing really well and the lovely angel 
window (as on our Christmas card) is being repositioned in the end wall of the 
new building. 
 

 
 

mailto:admin@wcns.org.uk


 
 
 

 
Contact us 

 

Canon Peter Seal, Rector 
854849 (h) 844878 (office) M, Tu, W, Th, peter@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Revd Mary Copping, Children/Youth Co-ordinator & Assistant Priest 
07921 886016 M, Tu, W, F, youth@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Katy Palacio, Parish Administrator 
844878 M, W, F, admin@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Ursula Payne, Rector’s Assistant & Building for Life Administrator 
844878 M, Tu, Th, ursula@stmatthewstpaul.org 

Parish Office, St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB 
www.stmatthewstpaul.org 

Please send all contributions for the notice sheet and magazine to Peter 
 

Please make cheques payable to St Matthew’s PCC – all gifts gratefully received 

 
 

Interested in meeting people/getting involved? 

 Twirties group for 20s and 30s; please contact Katy Charles, 
twirtiesstpauls@gmail.com 

 Women’s group next meets in the New Year at the Roebuck; please contact 
Julia Seal, 854849, julia.seal@ntlworld.com 

 Men’s group Wed 14 December, 8.30 pm, at the Roebuck for a drink and a 
chat; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186, chrisesharp@gmail.com 

 Evening ‘Glimpses of God’ group Mon 19 December, 8–9.15 pm, meeting 
monthly and recruiting new members; please contact Christine Bennett, 
852681 

 Monday housegroup, looking at book 6 of the Pilgrim course, restarting in 
the New Year; please contact Chris Sharp, 849186 

 Tuesday housegroup, studying book 5 of the Pilgrim course, restarting on 10 
January and meeting fortnightly; please contact James Clay, 852141 

 Meditation group, Tuesdays, 7.30 pm in the parish rooms; all welcome 
 Daytime book group, Wed 4 January, 3–4.30 pm at 6 Orchard Walk; please 

contact Talia Hedstrom, 868728, or Christine Bennett, 852681 
 Thursday housegroup, looking at book 5 of the Pilgrim course, restarting in 

mid-January and meeting fortnightly, 7.30 for 7.45 pm; please contact Peter 
& Irene Casey, 808776 

mailto:julia.seal@ntlworld.com

